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Reader, 


OU will find in the Poſtſcript an Anſwer to the Preface 

ſet before the Defence z which being a Heap of undigeſted 
Untruths, and ill-contriv'd Calummies, I conceived it moſt proper 
to expoſe them : where I deſign to lay open a few of Dr. Comber's 
many great Cheats, and diſingenuous Forgerles, i» his Ad- 
vice to Roman-Catholics. Beſides, I thought my ſelf bound in 
TFuſtice and good Manners to yield the Preference to the Honeſt 
Footman, whoſe Style is not near ſo Lewd and Unmannerly as 
the outragious Preface-maker's, who may with reaſon be ſuppoſed a 
Miniſter, that CANONICAL GOW N having theſe 
late Years been a conſtant Sanftuary to ſo many Libelling, Slan- 
dering, Prophane, Reviling, Peeviſh a»d Uncharitable Pens, 
that the greateſt part of thoſe Books which in any of theſe kinds 
have appeared of late Tears in this Kingdom, have been the not- 
unnatural Iſſnes of theſe Meek, Charitable, Humble and Loyal 


Levites. 


L —C 


DO — 


SIR, 


H O” you havedeclared to ſome Friends, That you 
do not conceive your ſelf under any Obligation 
of Anſwering my firſt Letter, the Licenſing of a 
Book being (1 perceive)but a Friendly Office, and 

a cheap one too, when Conſcience only and Reputation may 

be concern'd in it, and not obliging the Licenſer to boggle at 
any Calumnies he meets with 1n it, nor at any Falſhood that im- 
| poſesupon the Readers, tho' in a Concern of ſo high a nature 
as the True Faith and Eternal Salvation : However, I will 
tempt your good Nature and Civility once more, hoping that 
| youmayat leaſt make uſe of Dr. Sherlock's happy Contri- 

vance 3 and when you are ſenſible that Five or Six Weeks En- 
deavors cannot ſuggeſt any Anſwer that may. appear to Pu- 
blic View, without betraying the weakneſs of your Cauſe, and 
the unwarrantable Methods us'd in its defence, you will fiad 
out ſome Honeſt Footman, who will not bluſh to own all the 
Wrong, and impertinent Reaſoning which muſt make up a 
| ſeeming Anſwer. 

- Tam confident, how unkindly ſoever you may deal with 
others, that you owe Dr. Sherlock ſo much Deference, as not 
to Licenſe a Book Printed in his Defence, without his Peruſal] 
ard Allowance. Wherefore not to trouble the Footman, 
whoſe Circumſtances (as we are told) can expe} but a ſmall al- 
lowance of time, 1 ſhall look on the Anſwers given by Dr. Sher- 
hck's Second, as offered, or at leaſt owned by him, and Examin 
how he ſupports thoſe Principles by which I pretend that he 
overthrows, Firſt, Al right uſe of Common Senſe. 

It is a Catholic Principle, That be who has an Infallible 
Guide, need not miſtruſt him ſo, as toenquire farther, whe- 
ther he be in the right Way, tho' he may and ought toimprove 

himſelf in the knowledge of the Way he is directed in. 
Dr. Sherlock,, in oppoſition to this ſelf-evident Principle, Preſcrvat. 
charges the Catholic Church with this great Crime, That it #9. 3- 
will not allow the reading of Hererical Books ;, adding, That God 
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but requires it. 
4mpions, and to-all thoſe who have inherited 
St. Pawl that Faith ro which he exaCts ſo firm and unwavering 
an adherency, that if an Angel from Heaven ſhould teach ug 
any thing in oppoſition to It, we ought not to mind him, or 
to return him any other Anſwer than eAnathems. How can, 
faid 1, this poſitive Certainty ſtand with an Obligation of 
reading Heretical Books which oppoſe that Faith, to frame 
by them, and ſettlea Judgment ? By what Text doth God 
deliver this Injunftion ? Iasked farther, how ſtanding to the 
firſt Principles of Common Senſe, a Church that declares all 
Men bound ro Fudge for themſelves, could Countenance Laws 
which exa@ of Dyſſenters, that they ſtand not to that their 
Fudgment, but Comply againſt it 3 and that conſtrain their 
liberty of Judging by the dread of Excommunications, Se- 
queſtrations, Impriſonments, Excluſion from the chiefeſt Pro- 
pertiesof free-born Subjects, even by Hanging and Quarter- 
ing : which is to make it Death not to aCt againſt a ſtri&t 
Duty of Conſcience, acknowledg'd by the Perſccutors to be 
fuch. Theſe were three material Queſtions; I waited Six 
Weeks for an: Anſwer, and he returns me at laſt by his Foot- 
man this wonderful one : That I leave out what was ſaid of the 
Bible. Dr. Sherlock blaming the Church of Rome, for not ſuf- 
fering her People to diſpnte their Religion, or to read Heretical 
Books, nay xot ſo much as to look into the Bible it ſelf;, that I take 
it for granted, that all the Writings of Proteſtant Divines are 
Heretical Books, nay the Bible it ſelf too. | wonder not the 
Doctor ſhould give this his Anſwer by a Footman he hath yer, 
I conceive, ſome remnants of Modeſty. But is there here one 
word of Anſwer to my three Queſtions? No, not a ſyllable, 
nor of Truth neither. I refleftedon no Divines bf any Per- 
ſuaſion; Ifound Hererical Books in the numberof thoſe which 
he blames our Church for not recommending, and which he 
aſſures us God requires the reading of. This being an Obje- 
ction of a new Coin, and a Proof of his own Invention, I 
fhew'd the Unreaſonableneſs of the one, and asked an Inſtance 
of the other, paſſing by that trivial Calumny ſo often An- 
iwered, That the Catholic Church ſuffers not her People to look, 


unto the Bible it ſelf ; which ſuppoſes that we lock up the Bible, * 
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” nds are commarided by the Catholic Church, ſetting alide all 


the Romain did their Sybilin Books, whereas mary thou- 


temporal Concerns, to make the reading of the Word of God 
their continual ſtudy, and toteach daily the DoCtrin of it to 
thoſe who not having learnt to read, or being of too weak a 
Judgment to carry away the Senſe of a Book, or too much ta- 
ken up by their Trades and Employs, by which they ſupport 
their Families, and earn themſelves a neceſſary Livelihood, 
have not the Leiſure or Capacity to gather the Articles of 
Chriſtian Belief, or the different Parts of Chriſtian Duties 
from it : for to all others, whoconceive they may reap a Be- 
nefit from it, leave is never deny'd to read the Bible, tranlla- 
ted tothat end into all vulgar Tongues. 

In the cloſe an Anſwer is attempted, and the Author of the 
Defence tells me, He ts not content with an Implicit Faith; Thats 
we are commanded to try the Spirits, and to try all things. Theſe 
are the Texts produc'd to maintain Dr. Eherlock's three Poſi- 
tions, That we are obliged to read Heretical Books, That God 
commands it, That each one 1s to judge finally for himſelf. 1 offer 
the following Obſervations on theſe Texts to your ſecond 
thoughts. 


With reaſon St. Paul commands each Chriſtian to try all Omnia probate, 
things, and to retain what is good : And St. Fohn in plainer quod bonum 


elt renetce. 


terms, Not to credit every Spirit, but to try the Spirits, if they be 


of God ; for, as St. 7okz obſerves in that very place, many falſe 
Prophets bave appeared inthe World : And fince 'tis neceſſary that 


. Hereſies ariſe, there will ever be many ſuch, the Afiniſters of 


Satan, as St. Par minds us, 2 Cor. 11. 15. transfiguring them- 
ſelves like unto the Miniſters of Juſtice, We onght not then 
to believe each Man that pretends to the pure Word of the 
Lord, to the Spirit of the Lord. The Queſtion is, How we 
ought to try theſe different Spirits ? Each Man, ſays Dr. Sher- 
lock,, is to readal] Heretical as well as Orthodox Books, to 
hear all Falſe Prophets as well as the Teachers of Truth, 
Each ignorant Tradeſman, Husbandman, Day-Laborer, ha- 
ring read the Bible, heard and read what the Dillenting Di- 
vines can ſay, is to Decide as Sovereign. Judge, without Ap- 


peal: All are to chooſe thus their Religion. Not ſo, fays alii difcierio 
St. Paul ; On ſome only 1s beſtowed the G ift of Interpreting, on Spirituum. 


ſome * 
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ſome only the Gift of diſcerning Spirits, A neceſſary Caution ; 
Hinc Hereſes for as St. Cyprian obſerves, Hence ariſe all Hereſies, that People 
wow ues ws do rot conſider that there 15 one Prieſt in the Church of God for the 
ad tempus Sa- time, one Fudge in licu of Chriſt; but challenge each of them 
cerdos, & a the Prerogative of Judging for themſelves. Hererics (ſays 
_s Tertullian) abandon the Church, repair to Schools of Philoſophy, 
cogitatur. /- 1- (gr Natural Diſcourſe, and the Judgment of their Realon) 
4; Tg of ih appeal to Comme Senſe, but to their onn, not tothat of the Church, 
Academiz por- "They profeſs in their Crecd to believe the Catholic Church, 
= we —_ but as St. Auznſtin ſaid of the Maricheans, All they endearor is 
communi ſed ot to find what they believe : and having left the School of 
ſo, no ECC- Chriſt, and thoſe Teachers he had appointed them, they 
Cr. Hermeg. Make good by their continual Devatesabout Religion, (with- 
Nl lavorant . Out any fixure on a certain and unwavering, Faith, without 
> quod cre- any ſecure Principles to build on) that Charatter which $.Paul 
dans. {. 2. Hd Ives of ail Heretics, They are ever cehingy ever learning, and 
baker diſcunt 7ever attain the ſcience of truth, Whit is their Duty then, but 
& numquam ad to ſcek out thoſe to wiom the infallible Direction of the Holy 
oy punk ni- Ghcſt is promiſed by Chriſt our Lord, and accordingly given 
unt. 2 7/»:. 3- ſo that they have Authority to reſolve all Doubts with a The 
hg eee Holy Gioſt aeclares this, cnd we declare it, That no other Me- 
nobis. Ac. 15. thod can bring us to a ſteddy and unwavering Faith. St. Paul 
_ didacknowledgeto the Epheſians, when having warned them 

Epl>iſ. 4- 3, 11. Zobe careful to keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, he 
declares that God gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and 

ſome Evangeliſts, and other Paſtors and Doors, to the conſum. 

mation of the Saints unto the nork of the Miziſtry, unto the 

edifying of the Body of Chriſt, and thatnct for ſome Age or Age 

only, but wil we meet all unto the unity of Faith, and Knows 
ledge of the Sun of Ged, into a perfett Man, into the nicaſure of 

the acc of the fuireſs of Chriſt ; that IS, to the laſt day of the 

Gereral Refurrcction, this Method of ſtanding to the Deciſi- 

ons of {ſuch law ful Paſtors being neceſſary : That we be not chil- 

dren, Ta:voring, and carried about with every wind of Dottrin, in 

the witkeaneſs of Men in craftineſs, to the circumvention of Er- 

707, Thatthis is the Senſe of the two Texts cited in oppoli- 

tion to it, is moſt evident from the very places v:hence they 

are taken ; for ©t. John having adviſed Chriſtians to try the 

Spirits, gives this ſtanding Rule and Method for a!l Ages: 
He 


(7) 
He that knows God (by a true Faith,) hears Vs ; he that is not of Wi novit De- 
God, hears us not : By this Mark, you ſball diſcern the Spirit of ore wenn gs. 
truth from the ſpirit of error, Behold St. John condemning Þev non audir 
Dr. Sherlock., who will have each Man Judge for himſelf of — 
the Doftrin z whereas St. Fobn declares we mult try the Spt- ritum veriraris 
ritsonly by this Mark, That they have the Spirit of God who gw 
hear with Submiſſion their lawful Paſtors, whereas thoſe who 

Judge for themſelves without that Deference, are certainly 

poſleſſed with the Spirit of Error. *Tis alſo evident, that by 

US he means all lawful Paſtors, and not the Apoltles only ; 

for they were all dead when he writ that Epiſtle. Could 

any Text be a fuller and more preſſing Evidence for me, or aſ- 

ſure us more poſitively, that an unerring Spirit guides the 

Paſtors and Teachers in the Church of God ; and that who- 

ever will not fall into Error, muſt ſubmit by an Implicit Faith 

to that Churches Authority, and embrace the Doctrins which 

ſhe teaches by her Prelates. The other Text (ſo unhappy 

theſe Men are in their choice) is as full and plain to the ſame 

effet : for St. Paul having firſt warned the 7 heſſalonians in the 

foregoing Verſe,not to deſpiſe the Gift of Prophecy or Inter- 

pretation given to the Teachers of the Church for the Inſtru- 

Qion of others, he bids them by this Text, not to receive all 

ſorts of Interpreters, but ſuch only as had received from the 

Holy Ghoſt the Gift of Propheſying, and were Commiſſioned 

by a lawful Authority to Preach : But ſo far he was from ad- 

viling them to converſe with, or rcad the Books of tiwic that 

were Aliens and out of the Church, that ne had warned before 

the Epheſians, with caution to converſe with ſuch, But let us In fpientia 
obſerve the ſeveral Marks given by the Apoſtles and by Chriſt, jumorote net 
whereby to diſtinguiſh thoſe vchoare to be admitted of, from nt. Epi. 4. 5: 
thoſe who ought to be rejeCted. St. Paul gives the Galatians Þ' 45.* . 
this Rule, Whoever Preaches beſide what you have received, be rerquam id 
be accurſed ; that's all the regard St. Pal bids us have for all $199 coepr 
ſuch Innovators, as pretend toa reformation of Faith, which, 6a}. i. _ 
as Tertullian teaches, is not liable to any, becauſe "tis not expo- [1evrmavins 
ſed tothe leaſt danger of failing, the Gates of Hell (Errors) * 

not being permitted ever to prevail againſt the Church : which _ 

moy'd St. Auguſtin to declare thus his Senſe : We are certain, S_ I 
that no one can divide himſelf from the Communion of all Nations \, munione gen- 
for 


”P - —— —— 


(3) 


tim fe ſepara- for yot any one among ſt us muſt ſeek. the Church in his own Juſtice, 
wc your = (ſuch as his own private Judgment frames) but in the Holy 
ſtrum in_fi Scriptures, and be will find the Church, ſuch as ſhe #s therepromiſed, 
juitita, ſed in. 137hot Mark did our Bleſſcd Lord ſet? In whatever Offence 
received from a Brother, whatever Scandal (and there is not 


ſcripturis ſacris 
quzrit Eccleli- 
any greater than Hereiie and Schiſm) in caſe he hearken not 


am, & ut pro- 
amiHa eſt rcddi 


conſpicit. unto, obey not the Church, let him be to thee as a Heathen or a 
Epi » 48, - 22 * - T7 ave n * EL Vi . 
Vee Ectlkz, fi Publican ; that is, have no Converle with him, ſeparate thy 


Eccleham non Telf from him. Certainly this Advice of Chriſt is perfectly 
audierit fit tibi gppoſite tothat Obligation Dr. Sherlock, would impoſe on al}, 
Pn St. Ireneus who received the true meaning of Chriſt's Do- 
Mat. 18. rin from St. Polycarp, St. John's Diſciple, underſtood it ina 
vcry different meaning, when in his Fourth Book againſt He- 

reſics he thus expreſſed himſelf: *Tis nceſ- 
ſary to obey the Prieſts of the Church, who have 
their Succeſſion from. the Apoſtles , mho with 
Epiſcopal Succeſſion have recerved a certain 
Grace or Gift of Truth according to the Will 
of the Father, all others mho Separate them- 
ſelves from the Principal Succeſſion, in what- 
ver Place they may Combine together, we muſt 
ſuſpe&t as Heretics, and of a wrong Opiion ; or 
as Schiſmatics, proud Men, full of the love of 
themſelves ;, or again as Hypocrites, thus dividing themſelves for 
Imereſts ſake and Vain-glory ; who all of them are fallen from the 
Truth. 1s this to ſend us to read their Books? St. Anguſtin 
alſo muſt be own'd of a very different Principle, who having 
ſtated the Caſe as it is at preſent in this Nation, gives this 
oppoſite Advice in his Third Sermon on the 30 Pſalm : 
Many Tongues contradif, divers Hereſies, di- 
vers Schiſms and Diviſions ſpeak loud, what 
Method is to be followed in this Caſe ? Run 
you to the Tabernacle of God the Catholic 
Church (of which no Hereſies contradicting 
one another can be Parts.) Do not depart from 
that Rule of Truth, (behold what Dr. Sherlock 
blames, and calls Implicit Faith) you ſhall be proteited in the Ta- 
bernacle of God from theſe contradifting Tongues, This is the 
true way, taught and followed from the beginning, of Inter- 
preting 


Qui in Fccleiia fant Presbyteris ob- 
audire oportct, qui ſucce/honem ha- 
beat ab Apoſtolis ; qui cum Epiſcopali 
ſacceſſione chariſma veritatis certum 
{:cundum placitum patris acceperunt : 
reliquos vero, qui abſiſtunt a Principa- 
Ii ſacceſſone & quocungue loco colli- 
guntur,ſuſpctos habere vel quaii Hwe- 
reticos & male ſententize, vel quati 
ſcindentes & clatos & ſbi piacentes, 
aur rurſus vr Hypocritas quaitus gra- 
ri3 & vanz gloriz hoc operantes, qui 
omnes decidunt a veritatc. /. 4. Cf 42, 


Contradicunt mult: linguz, diver- 
ſz Hzxreſes, diverſa Schiſmara perſo- 
nant, lingez multz contradicunt veri- 
rati : ru curre ad tabcrnaculum De, 
Ecclefam Catholicam tene, a regula 
veritatis noli diſcederc, protegeris in 
tabernaculo Domini a contradictio- 
ne linguarum. CC. 3. in P/. 20. 
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preting Scripture, of adhering to the genuin word of God, } 


(9) 


when the Lerrer bearing ſeveral Conſtructions, cannot recon- 

cile different Opinions as the ſame holy Doctor obſerves ; 

We follow in this alſo the Authority of Cano- 

nical Scriptures, when me follow nhat ts De- : Sequimnr fine in hae re eriam Ca- 
creed by the Univerſal preſent Church, which cm hoc ficimus quol univert's 
the eAutbority of the Scriptures themſelves Jam placuit Ecclenz quam ipſarum | 
recommends unto us, and becauſe the holy Is IC OY 
Scriptures cannot deceive us, whoever fears to 32, &c. as 5 

be miſled by the obſcurity of this ( or any other ) 

Queſtion, let him conſult about it that Church, which we are with- 
out the leaſt obſcurity diretted unto by the holy Scriptures, This } 
he had learn'd from St. John, who aſlures the Members of 
that Church, That they are not toſeek any other 

Maſters to teach them , having that Holy Spi- Non neceſſe haberis ut aliquis v8 
nt (promiſed unto, and guiding that qeomnibus. 1 562. 2 OO 
Church ) mhich teaches them all truth, 

it. Paul was of a very different mind as well as Religion from 

Dr. Sherlock, when he orders even the Learned Biſhop 75- 

tus, to avoid an Heretic after one or two en- | | | 
deavors to reclaim him, kyowing that ſuch an Love any Beets rand gong» "vl 
(ne #5 Caſt off, and u 1n ſin, being condemned by ens quia ſubverſus eſt qui ejuimodi b 
bs own judgment ; which he oppoſes to that gg ty. co cu Bt projets Judi- 
of the Church. The firſt General Coun- D830» Jo 10, Be 
cls, and the firſt Chriſtian Emperors, were of a different;Re- ": 
ligion and mind from this Doctor, who Commanded all the 


Fooks written by Heretics to be burnt. I will conclude 


this Point with St. Auguſtins Advice, perfetly oppoſite to 1 
theſe ucreaſonable Principles, a ſeaſonable advice given to F | 
al Heretics wearied out with ſeeking in vain the truth by 1 
tieir own judgment, without the direCti- N 
of thisurerring Guide, Return and lie at , n—— ſede in portu Catho- Y 
trebor inthe Haven of Catholic Faith, where curgjraris rempettas anhare ns | 
m form of a wavering curioſity can diſturb Hypogneſt. \\| 
You, |. 
Dr. Sherlock, in his Preſervative, f. 4. gives his Proteſtant þ | 
this advice, Ak, them whether they will allow you to judge for 'Y: 
pr fef in matters of Religion ? If they do not, why will they \ 
rouble you with diſputing ? Tou cannot be convinced unleſs you | 
judge | 


(10) 


judge 100; and thereby reſolve Faith into a private Spirit, --- Here 
let our Proteſtant fix hu Foot, and not ſir an Inch till they diſ- 
own Infallibility. 1 obſerved that this was to ſay, 'tis impoſ- 
ſible to convince a man that in reaſon he ought to ſubmit his 
judgment to that of another, though infallible. That ſuch 
a Principle makes void all the;xight uſe of reaſon, when ir 
ſhould lead us to ſubmit to a juſt Anthority : that St, Paul 
pretended to Infallibility through the aſliſtance of the Spi- 
Tit of God who direCted him, and conſequently, that if this 
Principle of Dr. Sherlock be reaſonable, the Fews ought when 
he diſputed in their Synagouge, zot to have ſtirr'd an inch, not 
to have hearkened to him, till he had diſowned infallibility, 
In the Defence, the Honeſt Footman is aſhamed of ſo unchri- 
ſtian a Principle, and would difown it, ſaying, That it ap- 
pears plain and natural to him, that he may ſubnit his judgment 
ro an Infallible Fudge, andyet the Church of Rome may not be 
that Fudge, true : but this is contrary to Dr. Sherlock's Princi- 
Ple : For, how long is the Proteſtant mor to ſtir an inch, till 
the Catholic hath proved his Churches infallibility ? There 
would have been ſome common ſenſe and reaſon in that Ad- 
vice : but, not ſo, ſays Dr. Sherlock, but till he diſowns infallibi- 
lity. Tis as evident then as Noon-day-light, that Dr. Sher- 
lock lookt upon infallibility pretended unto, as inconliſtent 
with diſputing, and pretending by reaſon to convince an other 
of the truth, and thatconſequently he takes the Fews's part a- 
£ainſt St. Paul. The Footman Miſtook here his Maſters Errant, 

Preſervative, fol. 6. Dr. Sherlock asks this Queſtion, What 
difference is there betwixt mens uſing their private judgment to 
turn Papiſts or to turn Proteſtants? I anſwered : the ſame as 
betwixt two ſick men, the one whercof chooſes to put him- 
ſelf inan able Doors hands, whom he knows to have anin- 
fallible Remedy, whilſt the other chooſes his own Simples, 
and makes his own Medicin. As between two at Law, the 
one whereof is guided by his Reaſon to take Advice.from a 
wiſe Counſellor, the other to be his own Council, &c. The 
Dotor's ſecond Anſwers by this Queſtion, And is nor here 
private Fudgment uſed all this while ? A ſhrewd Queſtion in- 


deed. Dr. Sherlock, had asked what difference there was in - 


theſe two uſes of private Judgment ; I produce the difference, 
then 


cy 
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then as if the Queſtion had been forgot, ſtill fays the Fore. 
man, there is uſe made of private Judgment : it were as nice 
a Reply, had one asked what difterence is there betwixt an 
Ounce of Gold and an Ounce of Silver, if when the different 
value is expreſs'd, he ſhould wiſely return this anſwer, why 
there is ſtill an Ounce in both caſes. Is there no difference 
then betwixt one who follows his fancy in chooſing his way, 
and him who chooſes a good Guide, and follows him, becauſe 
both chooſe ? do both equally rely on their fancy? What 
Poſition can more abuſe common ſenſe? Certainly the In- 
genious and Learned Gentlemen of the Temple, cannot but 
ſmile at this ſtrange way of Reaſoning in their Maſter, ſo dif- 
ferent from theirs. 

Preſervative, fol. 9. They cannot with any ſenſe diſpute with 
w about the particular Articles of Faith, becauſe the ſenſe gizenof 
Scripture and Fathers, takes its Authority from the ha mad, 
ſtanding it ſo. 1 Replyed, that the ſenſe takes its Authority 
from God who ſpake the Word, though we are certain that 
we have the true ſenſe of that Word, becauſe we receive it 
from the Church, which is guided in delivering to us both 
the Letter and Senſe by the infallible Spirit of God, that is to 
abide with Her for ever, according to Chriſts promiſe, Foh. 
14. 16. I added that if FohrandWiam diſpute, which is 
the right way toa place, John is not diſabled of convincing 
William of his miſtake, becauſe he receives the Reaſons he 
uſes from an infallible Guide. This was plain and full : what 
anſwers the Dotor's ſecond, He cites ſome Catholic Divines 
( how truly, it belongs nor to my preſent purpoſe) ſaying, 
that the words of Scripture brought in proof of Tranſubſtan- 
tiation might be taken in a different ſenſe from that which 
the Catholic Church hath ever received and delivered : and 
that had not the Church ever taught that ſenſe, one might 
believe otherwiſe for all the Letter of Scripture. Letit be 
ſo; but what follows here? But theneceſlity of an unerring 
Interpreter? So, that Text 1 Joh. 5. 7, 8. There be three 
which give Teſtimony in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three be one, and there be three which pive 


teſtimony on Earth, the Spirit, Water, and Blood, and theſe three 


be one, inthe ſenſe the Church hath ever received it in, proves 
B 2 the 
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the ſtrict Unity of God in the Trinity of Perſons : The Aj. 
ans gave it a contrary, and as natural a ſenſe ; doth this prove 
that we follow not Scripture, and this very Text in ourbe- 
lief of the Holy Trinity ? Once more I appeal to the Learn. 
ed Gentlemen of the Temple, hoping they will join with me, 
maintaining againſt their Maſter, that all the Judges of the 
Land may very reaſonably convince by Law an impertinent 
Party, though he ſhould oppoſe that they may not do it, be- 
cauſe their Interpretation of the Law, 1s to deliver the true 
ſenſe of it. . 

The Preſervative, fol. 11. moves this Queſtion. uf 
the belicf of an infallible Fudge be reſolved into every mans private 
judgment ? Muſt it not be believed with a Divine Faith, andcan 
there be a Divine Faith without an infallible Fudge ? 1 gave this 
anſwer; There can be no Divine Faith, without a Divine 
Revelation, nor a prudent one without a Moral evidence in 
the Motives of Credibility, on which may be grounded the 
evident obligation to accept it. The judgment being poſ- 
ſeſs'd with that Moral infallibility, reſts not there, but ob- 
ſerving that goodneſs and mercy of God, which cannot per- 
mit that falſhood ſhould be propounded in his Name, with 
all the apparent marks of his Hand and Seal, and without a- 
ny like appearance on the Contrary, inclined by a pious 
motion of the Will, called by the famous Council of Orange 
afj ettio credibilitatis, and ſtrengthen'd by that Grace of God, 
which beſtows the. Gift of Faith, faſtens on Gods Veracity, 
and with a ſubmiſſion not capable of any doubt, embraces 
the revealed truth. If the infallibility of the Church were 
more than Morally evident, it were impoſſible that any Here- 
{y ſhould be. To this the Secoxzd of Dy. Sherlock hath no- 
thing tooppoſe, and is willing toſubmit if I can ſhew a Reve- 
lation that there 1s an infallible viſible Church, 1 will comply 
with ſo reaſonable a demand : and ſince not one in a thou- 
ſand of thoſe who oppoſe our DoCtrin in this fundamental 
Point, which once being cleared, bears away all diſputes, 
underſtands what that infallibility means, on which we 
ground the admirablecertainty of each Point of our Belief, 
giveme leave Sir, to be ſomwhat more prolix on this Subject 
than thenarrow compaſs ofa Letter would otherwiſe allow. 
What 
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What is, and whence proceeds this infallibility? Many do ſup- 
oſe and objeCt unto us, that we h-1d a Man, or many to be 
infallible in themſelves, a Title to which God alone can lay 
a Claim, who only as he is tr#th, ſo he is alone infallible. 
They wiltully ſappoſe, that we place this infallibility in 
the ſenſe and judgment of men, ſo that whatever by their 
own Light they retolve and order, mult infallibly betrue and 
juſt ; that ſuch may frame new Articles of Faith, and a new 
Religion; orat leaſt Phanatick-Iike by Enthuſiaſms, and new 
marvelous Revelations, make new additions to our Faith, 
ſo that we may havedaily a different one; their Votaries like 
a blind Herd, being driven now to one Opinion, then to ano- 
ther, yet ſtil] ſuppoſing themſelves infallibly right ; all this 
isa monſtruous miſrepreſertation,without one word of truth; 
but men who themſelves follow a lawleſs fancy, and looſe 
liberty, muſt thus disfgure that admirable Guide which God 
hath left us, otherwiſe they would ſccn be without any fol- 
lowers : this account I ſhall deliver here of the infallible 
Guide , which Catholics follow, the Church of God, will I 
am ſure repreſent her in very different, becauſe in her true 
proper Colours. 

Our Guide then is the Catholic Church, either diffuſive 
in its whole extent, or repreſentative in its Head, and Bi- 
ſhops, the Pope, and a General Courcil; for as in the State 
herein Ergland, we have aCommon Law, and a Statute Law, 
the firſt not compiled by any one Lawgiver, but delivered by 
all the Judges and Sages of the Law, and preſerved in all 
Courts, and the daily uſe of the whole Kingdom ; the ſecond 
delivered particularly by the Kingdoms Great Repreſenta- 
tive in its Head and Members, the King, and lawfully conve- 
ned Parliaments. So in the Church there is a general Faith, 
firſt received from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and preſcrved by 
all Biſhops in their reſpective Dioceſles, and in the mind and 
ations of each faithful Believer in the whole Catholic 
Church ; and when any difficulty ariſes by the oppoſition of 
new Hereſies, then the Church Repreſentative the Pope, 
and a General Council, or Synod of the ableſt and Holieſt 
Biſhops of the Catholic Church, deliver their Sentence in 
favour of the ancient Truth ever followed in the Church, 
which 
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which Deciſions, or Canons, are like our Statute Law, only 
declaring, and applying to particular inſtances the Common 
Law, or Belief of the Church. We hold that this general 
Faith received from the Apoſtles, and preſerved in all the 
Members of the Catholic Church, explained upon occaſion 
by the Church Repreſentative is infallibly true, and this 
is all the infallibility the Catholic Church pretends unto, 
neither the whole Church, nor any perſon, or perſons in it, 
are held to poſſeſs any intrinſick intallibility, which we own 
to be proper to God alone. Nay no man in this preſent ſtate 
or condition of life, as our Divines obſerve, can be in himſelf 

$-or9 in 2. dif, Trpeccable, or infallible, all are of themſelves ſubje& to Er- 

2,3. Q. ror, as wellas to ſin, and whatever God doth in favour of 
his Church, doth no more alter her defeCtibility, than a 
ſtrong man lifting up a great weight with a Child, takes a- 
way the natural weakneſs of the Child, which remains ſtill 
the ſame, though the weight not moveable to the Child, 
be in effect drawn or lifted up. Hence Kxfinus obſerves, that 
we do not ſay in our Creed, | believe in the Holy Catholic 
Church, as we fay I believe in God the Father, 7n Jeſus 

Chriſt, /z the Holy Ghoſt. By that Prepoſition, that ſyllable 
= IF & Cot. in, we ſeparate the Creator from his Creatures, Divine help from 

Hac prepolitio- Fluraxze means, but we ſay of theſe humane means appointed by 

nis ſyllaba Cre- 4lrighty God, that although they be fallible, and expoſed to 

ſecernirur,& di- EXTOT 1n their own nature, yet by Gods appointment and 
| = mg Grace, they will prove infallible as to us, and certainly lead 
PE tothe knowledge of truth. We do nor ſay that they can- 
not of theraſelves deceive us, but that God according to his 

promiſe direCting them by his infallible Spirit z it cannot poſ- 

libly happen that they ſhould deceive us : If then ſaysS. Tho- 

144 our Creed ( as many underſtand it ) teaches us to believe 

«2 the Catholic Church, this is the ſence of it. That is to 

iay, our Faith leans on the Holy Ghoſt, and the meaning of 

Hoc eſt intelli- theſe words are, / believe in the Holy Ghoſt, who ſanftifies the 


endum ſecun- 


namgs why" boly Church, and:Guides her. When God revealed to vt. Paul 
quod hides : 

noſtra referrur That he ſhould come to Rome and die there, or to St. Perer, 
in Spiricum that. being grown old he ſhould be Crucified: were either 
ancium Sancrl- : by 

ficancem Ec- Of them 4x:mortal, the one till he came to Rome, the other 


Clelan. tull he became old? not the leaſt, they were as frail as before, 
as 


poo awd 
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3 expoſed to Diſeaſes within, as capable of being worded 
and that mortally, yet in a true ſenſe they were inrmortal for 
that time, becauſe that by reaſon of the Revelation and pro- 
tection of God, it was impoſſible they ſhould die before 
they came the one to Rome, the other to old Age,according to 
the Revelation, Thus ſhould God reveal to a Traveller in 
awild Wilderneſs full of wild Beaſts, and befet by Thieves, 
that he ſhould paſs certainly unhurt, and not fall, he, nor thoſe 
who follow him, into the Hands of theſe, or Claws of thoſe ; 
this man would remain as weak, as ignorant of the ways, as 
expoſed to danger as- before, yet would prove an infallible 
Guide to thoſe who would follow him. So ſappoſing 
( which I ſhall preſently prove) that God hath promiſed 
to the Catholic Church, that his holy Spirit ſhould guide her 
in all truth ; that ſhe ſhall follow that true Guide, and ever 
avoid falling into Error, thoughreach Member of the Church 
remain as fallible, as weak, as ſubject ro Error as before; 
yet it evidently follows, that this Church will infallibly a- 
void all Errors, never lead any of her followers into it ; and 
this is all we mean by the Churches infallibility? A thing 
when thus rightly underſtood, as clear, as evident, as cer- 
tain, as that God's Revelation cannot prove falſe, as that 
the Holy Ghoſt and Chriſt himſelf ( who remains with the 
Teachers of this Church) be in themſelves infallible. We 
do not expect any new Revelations or Lights; we do not ad- 
mit any new Article of Faith, though, where a doubt ariſes 
the Church hath infallibly power to declare what hath been 
revealed by Chriſt to the Apoſtles, and Preached by them, 
which perchance ſome part of the Church might have had a 
leſsclear underſtanding thereof, and though when the ſenſe 
of Scripture appears doubtful to ſome,this Church canexplain 
infallibly what the true ſenſe and meaning is, and deliver 
more explicitly what is implyed in the Word of Scripture: 
for example, if ſome doubts whether in the Myſtery of our 
Lords Supper there be a true Change of the ſnbſtance of 
Bread, into that of the Body of our Lord. This Holy 
Church candeclare, that theſe plain words, This # my Body, 
dodeclare it, and to avoid further miſtake, may give a new 
Clearer Name.tothe old Myſtery fo revealed by Chrift, and 
Preached 
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Preached by the Apoſtles, calling it Trit»ſubſtantiation ; as She 
calls the Myſtery of God, one in Nature, and three in Per- 
ſons, Holy Trimry, a Name not found in Scripture, which 
ſo diſpleaſed the erians heretofore, and Calvin of late ; 
not by making any new Article of Faith, but more clearly 
delivering what was ever believed by the Apoſtles, and all 
Catholics from their time to this: { that ſtill we own 
Sante Scrigture ſufficientcr Continent omnem ſcientiam Neceſſa. 
riam Viatori, That Holy Scripture contain, all that is neceſ- 
ſary to a Chriſtian to know in this life z and with Bellar- 
min, Non eſt de fide niſi quod Dems, per eApoſtolos, aut Prophetas 
revelavit, aut quod evidenter made deducitur, T hat nothing is 
of Faith, but what Chriſt revealed by the Prophets, or Apo- 
ſtles, or what is Evidently deduced from it. The Church 
being only our Guide to the underſtanding of the true and 
full ſenſe of Scripture. This Pope Celeſtin owned to the 
General Council of Epheſus; eAgendum nunc eſt ut Lahore 
Communi Credita & per Apoſtolorum ſucceſſione detenta ſervemus. 
That the whole work of the Church repreſentative is only 
to Conſerve by a clear Expoſition of it, what the Church 
diffuſive retained in a continual Succeſſion, as firſt taught 
by the holy Apoſtles, and ſocontinually by their Succeſſors. 
This is all the Council of Trent pretended unto : For Coun- 
cils, ſays an Eminent Member of it, have the aſſiſting preſence 
of the Holy Ghoſt, only to declare thoſe Articles infallibly 
true, which Chriſt from the beginning revealed ; And Se- 
condly, When Errors and Abules ariſe toa growth, to gather 
infallibly from what hath been revealed, thoſe Truths, 
which all Chriſtians are bound to believe, and to follow in 
Faith and Manners. Ad Extirpandos errores, & abuſus infalli- 
biliter, etiamexrevelatis Calligere populo Chriſtiano credenda & 
uſurpanda in fide & moribuu, Then continues the ſame. They 
are gathered in the Name of Chriſt, when they declare only 
ſuch things, as were revealed by Chriſt, and brought down 
to us in the Holy Scripture, or certain Apoſtolical Tradi- 
tions. The Apoſtles themſelves uſed no other Method, and 
St. Paul as Infallible as he was, owned, That he preſumed 
to teach only what he had from Chriſt, to which witceſs 
was born by Miracles. Non Audio aliquid loqui eorum que 
per 
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Per me non efficit Chriſtus in veritate ſignorum. And this intal- 
lible Certainty we allow to the Church only in ſuck things, 
2s She declares neceſſary to be known, and believed in order 
to our Salvation, not in impertinent or indifferent things ; 
For we ſay ſtill with Tertullian, Nobis curioſitate non opms eſt 
poſt Chriſtum, inquiſitione poſt Evangelium. We ſeek not 
curiouſly into any thing, but what is clearly revealed ; but 
what was taught when the Goſpel was fi:ſt preached. Our 
Church then hath not power to make new Articles of Faith, 
nor ever pretended toit, but is a mere yet infallible Witneſs 
to the anciently revealed ones : In Her Name Tertallian de- 
clares, Nobs: mil licet ex noſtro arbitrio inducere, Apoſtolos 
Domini habemus Authores, quis nec ipſi quidquam de ſuo arbitrio 
elegerunt quod inducerent . 

We can bring in nothing of our choice, the Apoſtles are the Au- 
thors of what we teach, who themſelves taught nothing of them- 


ſelves, Chriſt promiſed 'to be with them, and their Succeſ- Ma:. 23. 


ſors till the end of the World, only inorder to the declaring 
of theſe things, which he himſelf revealed and taught 


eſpecially in thoſe forty days betwixt his ReſurreCtion and gmnia quzom- 
Aſcenſion, when he taught them all that concerned the King- > A—_ 


dom of God on Earth, his Church. 


The infallibility of the Church being thus Expounded, regao dei. 


and ſuch is that which Catholics believe, and are guided by ; 
| cannot conceive how any Chriſtian can object any thing a- 
zainſtit, who believes that what God revealed muſt neceſſa- 
rily betrue, and that Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt be infalli- 
ble. ' I proceed then to prove that God hath revealed the 
Catholic Church ſhould ever be guided by his holy Spirit, 
andever follow that Guide, and never fall into any Error in 
Faith, and todo it moſt convincingly againſt all SeCtaries, I 
will prove it by the Texts of Holy Scripture,ſuch as their ve- 
ry Bible offers, and this not by two or three, which would 
ſuffice, but by a number, and that I may not ſeemto give my 
own ſenſe to thoſe Texts, 1 will join to them the Expoſition of 
the Holy Fathers, given in all Ages, according to the ſenſe of 

the Catholic Church. | 
By the Catholic Church I mean not only the Church of all 
Apes, but the whole Church of any Ages, and Gn” 
C the 
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the Catholic Church of this Age, forit is the ame Church, 
there being but Ore, as all our Creed teaches us. 1 ſay as 
the Jews did yield « full belief to God, and his Servant Moyſes, 

Exod.14. tO as the author of their Faith, and to Afoyſes as the 

Crediderant - Propounder and Witneſs of it; ſo cach Catholic in an 

Moyki ferro Age believes God and the Church of his Age, that Churc 

<jus. being Canſa Exemplaris, the Pattern and Expoſition of hig 
Faith. 

That this Church is an infallible Witneſs to all that Chriſt 
did teach, is evident from the Commands laid upon us by 
the Prophets, by Chriſt our Lord, by the Apoſtles, to receive 
with an entire {bmiſion all that it delivers, for it is incon- 
ſiſtent with Gods infinite Veracity, that he ſhould oblige us to 
believe an Error. Almighty God by 7ſay, teaches ns, that 

Iſay 23-54 7-4ll Nations ſhall reſort unto Her as a Fudge. Adding, Every 

Exerh as —Fongue reſiſting thee in judgment, thou ſhalt condemn , and, the Na- 
tion and Kingdom that will not ſerve thee ſhall periſh. The 

plain reathe for it is given by Exckjel, where God promiſes 

that when Controverſies ariſe, he will decide by his 

Churches Verdift, They ſhall ſtand in judgment, and ſhall judge 

according to my Fudgment. Hence St. Auguſtin looking upon 

the judgment of the Church as certainly that of God , de- 
clares; the only reaſon, why St. Cypriez, though in an Error, 

Nondom plens- yet was no Heretic, to be, becauſe his Error was not yet Con- 

rio Concilio dc- demned by the Churches Repreſentative, a General Council : 

de Bapr. That a moſt firm belzef is to be yielded to .fuch Deciſtons, 

Certilimam #- and that Not to ſubmig ro the Church is the higheſt impiety, or 

em. ibid. Cc. 9. , 

pq the moſt reſb arrogaxcy. In fine, that by the Authority of 

Noll primasds- ſuch Councils, Truth s fſerled and confirmed, and all doubts are 

pietatis eſt, vel 7ezm0ved. The Oracle of Chriſt our Lord in this caſe ſtands, 

precipitis arro- Hat. 8. If he ſubmit not to the Church, let bim be to thee as 8 

untiz. De util: FJeatben and a Publican, This St. Cyprian was convinced of 

Donec plenario when he declared, That no one can have God for a Father, 

; need og #bo pays nge to the Church the ſubmiſſive Duties which a Mother 

faluberrime ſen- hath, right to challenge; that as no one out of the Ark eſcaped 

ticbatur eta death i the Deluge, ſo 10 one 6an avoid periſning, if he revolt 
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fromthe Church \, that no one can live (toGod) and be out 0 

her Obedience, becauſe that God hath but one Houſe, and no body 

can be ſaved out of the Church, Next the praCtice of the Apoſtles, 

for as we find As 15. there being a debate about the Obli- 

gation that Chriſtians lay under in reference to the Law, 

they appointed Paul and Barnabas to go up, and certain others of 

the hy to the Apoſtles and Prieſts unto Hieruſalem upon this 
Queftion——T here was made a great diſputation, and the Conclu- 

fion was, this Deciſion of the Churchz It ſeemed good to the 

Holy-Ghoſt and unto #4, &c. according to the Promiſe made 

by Chriſt, -Foh. 15. 16. When the Paraclite comes, He ſhall 

give teſtimony to me, and Tou ſhall give teſtimony to me ;, which 

words aſſert the future perpetual union in the ſame ſenſe, 

betwixt the Inviſible infallible Spirit, and the Viſible Church : 

Hence St. Cyril, Patriarch of Hieruſalem, owned the true 

Church to be called Catholic, not only by reaſon of her Con- 

tiovation inall Ages, and extent into all places, but alſo by 

reaſon that She reaches Catholicly, that i, Univerſally, with- Eccleſia vocarur 
out any Error or Variance all that a Chriſtian ought to know, ſub. 7atholica = 
mitting pionſly to her Authority all forts of men, both Princes ce, hoe eſt, uni. 
and People, St, Paul though an Inſpired Scripture-writer, vefaliter& line 
owned this Ordinary Authority as the only ſure Guide, ſay- difkrenrie, b_ 
ing of himſelf ( Gal. 2. 1. 7 went up according to Revelation ) nia dogmara 
God ordering it for our rs and inſtruCtion ) axd con- 3 © —_ 
ferd with them the Goſpel which I preached leſt perhaps onem. ——Om. 
I ſhowd have run or had run in vain. Not that the Churches —_— he: 
approbation added any thing to the truth which had been Principes & wh. 
revealed to him, whence he ſays, To me thoſe that ſeemed ro 19% )7-Hier. 
be ſomething, added nothing. So now the Churches Authori- 

ty addeth nothing to the truth revealed in Scripture, but 

ofers infallibly that truth to be obey'd. In which ſenſe 

v Auguſtin owned, that he would nor believe the Goſpel, were ,. 

be not moved to it by the Authority of the Catholic Church; to grit wo at 
wit, the preſent one then declaring againſt the Adamcheans : derem, niſi me 
for the Church, as St. Cyprian had obſerved before him, char bog 2 


s, the people united to their Prieſt , the Flock, adhering to their vere Authors 
ras 2 

G5, FErfi contumax &. i obundire volentium multirudo , Eccleſia tamen 5 ra 

en; Ec illi ſunt Ecclefia plebs facerdori adunata , & Paſtori ſuo grex adhzrens. 


C 2 Paſtor, 


Pſal. 132. 


(20) 


Paſtor, never falls off from Chriſt, though ſiubborn and proud 
anultirudes of men fall off from Her, How can God abandon 
the Church to Errors, and yet give her Teachers and Pa- 
ſtors the Power to txaCt a full ſubmiſſion of judgment, this 
St. Paul bears witneſs unto ( 2 Cor. 10.) Ihe weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God, caſting down all 
imaginations or reaſonings, and every thing that exalts it ſelf 
againſt the knowledge, and bringing into Captivity all under ſtand- 
ing in obedience to Chriſt, and he declares to the Epheftans, 
(4. 11. beforecited ) that theſe Paſtors, whoſe teaching will 
preſerve us from wavering,and from being toſt to and fro, will 
ſtiJl be until we all come unto the unity of Faith, until the Bod 
of Chriſt be bale, which will not be compleat till the Worlds 
End. 

Yet onr Merciful God to bear away all cavilling excuſes 
of thoſe who ſhould preterd the Church to have been left 
and abandoned by her Teacher, the infallible Spirit of 
God, hath moft clearly ingaged his unerring Word for the 
contrary. This u my reſt, ( lays he by David ) for ever and 
ever here will I dwell, becauſe I have choſen it. And St. Paul af- 


1 71m. 13-15 ſyres us, that this Houſe of God is the Church of the living 


God, to omit the greater number of theſe Promiſes by 1fay, 


Hay$0.10.62-3. he offers theſe : Thow ſhalt be no more forſaken ( as the Syna- 


Idem.. 59. 


Hier. 32. 


gogue ) but thou ſhalt be called my delight in her : = thy Walls, 
Hieruſalem, / have appotnted Watchmen all the day and all the 
night, (in the calm of Peace and inthe ſtorms of Perſecuti- 
on ) for ever they ſhall not hold their peace, T here ſhall come 
a Redeemer to Sion, and to them that ſhall return from iniquity in 
Jacob, ſays our Lord, as for me, this is my Covenant with 7 
my —_ that 1s in thee, and my words that I have put in thy 
mouth, ſhall not depart out of thy mouth, nor ont of the mouth of 
thy Seed, nor out of the mouth of thy Seeds Seed, from the preſent 
and for ever, by Hieremy he promiſes, # will give them one 
beart and one way, that they may fear me for ever, I will make 
an everlaſting Covenant with them, that I willnot turn away from 
them, but will put my fear in their hearts, that they ſhall not de- 


Ezech. 37.24 part from me. By Exzechiel hethus expreſſes himſelf, There 


ſhall be one Shepherd over them, all they ſhalt walk in my Fuage- 
ments, ——T will ſet my Santtuary in the midſt of them for ever. 


By 


nya. ood cage ASS eo 


= Ag + - > 


<> 


* 
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A err ET PIR 


By Malachy thus, 1 will make her who was caſt of (the Church 
thered amoneſt the Gentils) a ſirong Nation, and the Lord 
all reign over them, from hence forth and for ever. And by 

the Prophet Oſee, he aſſures that Church, Thar he hath Eſpon j- 

ed her in Fatth for ever. Was it poſſible that God ſhould re- 

veal more expreſly, more fully, that his Church ſhould ne- 
yer fail to follow the directions of her Guide the Holy 


"Ghoſt? what wonder that all holy Fathers ſhould continu- 


ally deliver vs a truth, of which they had received ſo fre- 
quent and plain Revelations? St. Cyprian following the Pro- 
phet Oſee, aſſures us, that rhi Spouſe of Chriſt can never 


fall into Adultery, muſt remain Chaſe and 
unſtained , ever dwell in One Houſe , and 
that conſequently who ever forſakes ber, and 
adheres to an Adultereſs ( any Heretical or 
Sciſmatical Congregation ) looſes all right 
to the Promiſes made to the Church. So cer- 
tain was St. Gregory Nazianzen that this 
Church could never admit any Hererics in- 
to her Communion, That as zealous anop- 
poſer as he was to the Apollinariſrs, he 
owned he would acquieſce tothem if they 
could prove they had ever been received 
into the Catholic Churches Communion, 


Adulterari non poteſt ſponſa Chri- 
ſti, incorrupta- eſt & pudica , unam 
domum novir. Quiſquis ab 
Eccleiia ſegregatus Adulterz jungi- 
tur , 2 promitſhis Eccleſiz ſeparatur. 
Cypr. de Unit. Ecclef. 


Si nunc wel ante ſuſcepti ſunt qui 
Apollinaris placita ſeftantur, hoc 0- 
ſtendant & nos aquieſcemus. Per- 
ſpicuum enim Erit eos ut rectz Do- 
ctrinx aſſentientes ſuſceptos fuiſle , 
nec enim ſe res aliter habere potelt {1 
hoc conlequuri ſunt. 


Which would be 


an undoubted proof that they were fallen into no Here- 
ſie. And in that caſe it could not be otherwiſe but that they did 


aſſent to truth. 
that he conceived x0 other Arguments ought 
to be uſed againſt Heretics but this, which 2- 
lone, 1s ſufficient ;, that their Opinion was not 
the Doitrin of the Orthodyx Church, that our 


St. Athanaſius owned this Rule ſo infallible, 


Epiſt. ad Cledon. Tantummodo 
ad ea reſpondendum eſt, quod ipſum 
per {ce ſufhcit, ea Eccleiiz Orthodox 
no!i efle, nec Majores noſtros ita {cn- 


lie. Epilt. ad Epict Epitt. Corin:. 


Auceſtors were of another perſwaſion. But 

what debate can there be of thistruth amongſt Chriſtians af- 
ter ſo plain a deciſion of Chriſts own Divine Mouth ( Marr. 
16. 18. ) The Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail aoainſt her; having 
firſt aſſured Pgrer that he was a Rock ( unmoveable) and 
that on that Rock he would build his Church. On Peter 
then and his Succeſlors, not on their Shoulders indeed ( as a 
Proteſtant Divine very briskly proved) but on. their perſo- 
ral 


Petram agnomi 
nem nihil aliud quam inconcuſſam & 
firmifimam diſcipuli fidem vocavir, 
in qui Eccleſia Chrilti ita fandata & 
firmata eſſer , ut non _laberetur & 
eſſer inexpugnabilis inferorum por- 


ris in 
Dial. ad 


Nemo fidem ſuam intra menſaram 
legis nchones, ſed ne. —— con- 
ferat, in qui i is Spiritus 
ria I c_—_ Princeps ulle Nw. 


| wm os 1 it doth enlighten with Rays of the Divinity from 

above. Hence Origen concuded', That the 
Lib 6. contrs Sou of God, as the Scriptures teach ws, is the Soul of the Body of 
GeErf. 


opinor per 


um manens. Cyril. in 
in. l. 4 


(22) 
nal unmoveable Faith this Church isever to be built z whence 
all holy Fathers baveeverderived the Infallibility of Doctrin 
promiſed to the Church : Let the great Patriarch of Alexn- 
aro. 414 S.Cyril be an Inſtance of it : This Siv- 
name of Rock (ſays he) i the unmoveable and 
moſt firm Faith of this Diſciple, on which the 
Church of Chriſt ſhould be ſo founded and ſet- 
led, that it ſhould prove impregnable to the 
Gates of Hell, laſting for ever. And that all 
might know, that 'tis the virtue of the 
Holy Ghoſt, by whoſe Lofallibility in Guiding, the Church re- 
mains Infallible in being Guided, our Saviour informs his Apo- 
{les of it, and us by them, Joh. 14. 16. He (my Father) will 
give you another Paraclite, that may abide with you for ever, (and 
conſequently with their Succeſſors, as a Land given to one for 
ever, by force thereof belongs to his Heirs) che Spirit of Truth, 
whom the World knows not, St. Ambroſe, who obſerved no ſuch 
Promiſe made to particular Men reading Scripture, had hence 
reaſon to conclude, Let no e Man make the 
Law the meaſure of bu Faith, but report it to 
the Church in which the Grace of the ſeven-fold 
Spirit ſhines, whom that Prince of the Prieſts 


Chriſt, which is the Church of Chri#.— That the Word of God by a 
wonderful Virtue moves together all the Members of his Church : 
And can it enter into a Chriſtians thought, that a Body gui- 
ded by the Holy Ghoſt, moved by Chriſt, ſhall ever go aſtray ? 
But Tertullian repreſents with a moſt ſenſible Energy the 
weakneſs of thoſe who can harbor the leaſt _— of it. 
The Holy Ghoſt (ſays he) to this intent was ſent by Chriſt, to this 
end was asked of the Father, that he ſhonld be the Teacher of Truth ; 
Did this Steward of God neglett bis Office * Did this Vicar of 
Chriſt permit the Church to believe, to reach otherwiſe than Chriſt 
himſelf Preached by his Apoſtles ? St. Paul did not believe it. 
poſſible, when he called the Church not only che Houſe of God, 
but alſo the Pullar of Truth. 1 omit here thoſe plain Texts 
of Scripture to be found fo frequeatly in it, by ——_ _ 

ECIAIES 


a OO _ 
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declares this Churches Perpetuity, only minding you, Sir, of 


that Saying of one of the moſt famous and 


Learned Primates 


of this Kingdom, 'T's the ſame in the Church to Err and tq Pe- ldem eſt errare 


perire Eccle- 


riſk. Wherefore ſince the latter cannot happen, if God in Ze, ee 
revealing cannot Err, we may conclude with him, that to ſay facrilegam va- 
it can Err, 4 Sacrilegious Vanity which the eAuthority of the N"arem. evereit 


Evangelica ve- 


Prophets, of the Goſpels, of the Fathers utterly reproves. That what ritas, & Prophe- 
Promiſes were made to the Apoſtles for the Support and Con- farvm argue 


SS. Patrum non 


tinuance of the Church, are made good to their Succeſſors, the yiolands aucho- 


lawful Paſtors, Reaſon it ſelf evi 


ently makes out, God not ritas. Laufranc. 


withdrawing the Means whilſt he deſigns the End. And © 505: 
St. Auguſtin expreſſes it fully in theſe words, Commenting on 
thoſe of the Royal Prophet, For thy Fathers, Children are born 


to thee : The =P did beget thee, they were 
ſent, they Preached, they were thy Fathers, but 
could they remain for ever with ws? Was then 
the Church deſerted by their departure ? God 
forbid ! For thy Fathers,Children were born to 
thee, Biſhops were Conſtituted.—. Think, not thy 
ſelf abandon'd , becauſe thou ſeeſt not Peter, 


Genuerunt te Apoſtoli, ipſi miſſi 
ſunt, ipli predicatores, iph patres ; ſed 
numquid nobiſcum ipti ſemper cle 
| r Ergo corum diſceiſu de- 
erta eſt Eccleiia ? Abſit, pro Apoſto- 
lis nati fant ribi filii, confticurt ſunt 
Epiſcopi, &c. Aug.in Pal. 44- 


thou ſeeſt not Paul : Out of thy Iſſue Fathers are given thee. Hence 

in his Diſpute he wonder'd at the ſenſleſs Poſition of Gaudentins Lib. 2. c. 8. con- 
the Donarsft, teaching that the Church had Periihed, and yet 74 6244 
owning their Congregation to be the true Church ; ſince Do- 

natus could not be a Fatheran the true Church, had he not been 

a Son thereof, had ſhe Periſhed before he laid the Foundation 

of his Schiſmatical Body ? Againſt the ſame Heretics and 

the Schiſmatics of theſe Days he is as plainon the Pſal. 193. 


What mean ſome (Cays he in the Name of the 
Church) who abandoning me, murmur againſt 
me ? How do thoſe loft Men pretend that I Pe- 
riſh ? for they ſay I was and am not. Tell me 
( O Lord) bow ſhort are my days, how long 
1 ſhall laſt on Earth : And be announced it to me, 
and ſaid, Bohold, 1 am with you to the end of 
efges. What can be ſaid more plain? This 
Church then, or this Communion with law- 


Quid eſt quod neſcio, qui receden- 
tes & me murmurant contra me? quid 
elt quod perditi me pcriifle conen- 
dunr? certe enim hoc dicune quia wi 
& non ſum. Annuntia mily; p2ucica- 
rem dierum meorum, quam di! ero 
in hoc {zculo, & annunt:avit, « dixit, 
ecce ego vobiſcum fum u{ue ad 
conſurnmationem {zculi, totius orbis 


Cammunio. Hug. & 2. 2. cont. Gauds 


ful' Biſhops, this Uniutrſal Coummunion, as St. Auguſtin calls 
Kt, will ever be guided by the Holy Ghoſt i»falibly in the 


k. now ledge 


Soar mr, od oo IT EIT ST 


Quercbam u- 


-rrum Epittolas 


Communicato- 
rias, quas for- 
matas dicimus, 
— quo vel- 
em, dare ; & 
afirmabam , 
uod manite- 
itum efler om- 
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knowledge of :Truth. They believe right who are in 
this Communion, they are in Error who are out of it : This 
is the moſt palpable and moſt ſecure way of diſcerning the 
Truth. Wherefore St. Auguſtin tells us, that diſputing againſt 
Fortxnatus an Heretical Biſhop, he preſled him (bur in vain) 
to anſwer one Queſtion, pretending that the Anſwer to it would, 
as it was manifeſt to all, clear their Controverſie, Whether he 
could give Letters of Communion (which ſhould be accept- 
ed of by Biſhops in all Parts of the World) whither ever he 
ſhould aſſign him. We ask Proteſtant Bilbops here the ſame 
Queſtion ; and becauſe there is not One Biſhop in the whole 
World, out of his Majeſty's Dominions, that will own their 
Dottrin, and acknowledge himſelf of the ſame Church with 
them, we conclude with St. Auguſtin, that there is no need of 
a farther Debate, it being evident they belong not unto, and 
are no part of the Catholic Church: and they may ſhare be- 
twixt us and themſelves this Sentence of St. Auzuſtin's Scholar 
S. Proſper : A Chriſtian in Communion with thu Vniverſal Church, 
i a Catholic, if ſeparated from it, an Heretic, ; which is the ve- 
ry Senterceof St. Fohn in the very Text which Dr. Sherlock's 


nibus, hoc modo Footman cited againſt me. I have been ſomewhat profuſe 


tacilime illam 
rerminari poſle 
quzſtionem. 

Aug. Ep. 163. 
Huic generalt 


on this Subject, becauſe it is of the greateſt importance, and 
to ſhew what ſilly Queſtions are propoſed unto us as unan- 
ſwerable, to which each Leaf of Scripture, each holy Fa- 


Eccleife com. Ther yield a ready Anſwer againſt them, and for us. 


municans Chri- 


{tianus Catholicus eſt, ab hic ſegregatus Hereticus. S. Proſp. in dim. temp. c. 5. 


Preſer. Fol. 17. 


Lnſwer. 


No underſtanding Proteſtant can be diſputed into this kind of 
Popery, which owns an Infallible Church : Firſt, becauſe no Ar- 
guments or Diſputations can give me an infallible certaimy of the 
Infalkbility of the Church, 

1 obſerved, that this way of Reaſoning was a Plea for the 
Jews againſt Chriſt our Lord ; this Polition proving, that 
Chriſt our Lord, who own'd himſelf Infallible, did impru- 
dently to Preach or work Mrracles, by which he exacted a 
certain firm Faith grounded upon his Infallibility in Teach- 
ing : for ſince his Preaching and Miracles did not give an Ev4- 
dent infallible certainty of his Infallibility, (and ſuch an evi- 
dent one Dr, Sherlock muſt mean, for the certainty we have of 


a real 


wo To i oeemnert”” 
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z real Infallibility cannot be in reality Fallible) no prudent 
fewor Gentile could be diſputed by.Chrif into Faith. Argu- 
ſo offenſive to [pious Ears, onght.to meet with no o- 
Anſwer than Prayers for him who offers them. 


Firſt, he tells me the Arguments which I call offenſive to pence Av. 7. 


pious Ears are mentioned 2 Tim. 4. 3. Next, he asks me, 
Whether my Reaſons and Arguments for my Churches Infal- 
libility, and thoſe which Chriſt offered with the addition of 
Miracles, hold a Compariſon ? Thirdly, he tells me, that 
Cbriſt, tho? Infallible, tho' he wrought Miracles to confirm his 
Dottrin, did not command them to be content with an Implicit 
Faith, but the contrary : Search the Scripture, Joh. 5. 39. and 
Mark 12. 24. tells them they Erred, not knowing the Scripture. 
Then he concludes, that Dr. Sherlock, did not ſay that the Fews 
could not be diſputed into Faith, unleſs that Faith were infallible : 
No, he leaves that to be talked of by us, who are the great 
Pretenders to it. 


An Error ever draws on a greater to its defence, and Hereſie Anſwer. 


ſeldom ſupports her ſelf without Blaſphemy; .we have both 
bere in ſtore. As for his firſt Obſervation, 1 underſtand nor 
the meaning of it, the Text hinted at being this, There ſhall be 
time when they will not bear ſound Dottrin, but according to their 
own deſires they will beap to themſelves Maſters, having itcbing 
Ears, 1 blamed not the Hearers, but the Teacher ; and in this 
particular Caſe I am very well ſatisfied, that the witty and 
Learned Gentlemen of the Temple, are fo far from hearing 
this Doctrin of Dr. Sherlock with 1tching Ears, that they pity 
his Ignorance, and blame his forwardneſs, and bluſh at ſo 
weak and ill-knit a piece of Sophiſtry ; and therefore I wil- 
lingly ſubmit what I write in this Engagement, to their Cen- 
ſure. As to the Queſtion he asks me, his ignorance of our 
Belief prompts it to him : For we believe our Church Infal- 
lible by the Infallibility of Chriſt who remains with her, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt who guides her into all Truths : And for 
this we bring the ſame Proofs, to- wit, Prophecies , Chriſt's 
Preaching it, and his Miracles Confirming it, beſides the con- 
tinual viſible Event: of Chriſt's Prophecies concerning his 

Church. This @«e/tion then is veryilly. 
But. his two Proofs are in another Strain ; by the Firſt he 
D intimates, 


Preſervative. 


Anſwer. Fol. 5. 


(26) 


intimates, That- Chriſt could not have challeng'd an Implicit 
Faith reaſonably from the Jews : A Poſition which, 0 the 
ſhame of Chriſtianity, this laſt Age and pretended Kefory.ation 
hath often offered and ſupported : Contrary to Chr:/?'s own 
Sacred words, who often urged the Fews to believe his words 
on the account of his miraculous Works, by which 1t he liad 
not proved the truth of his words, he owned that they had ne 
had fin. The Matter is finely merded, and Chriſt:.uity is 
brought by theſe Men to a fair paſs, when Chrz/?'s words are 
not to be believed by an Implicit Faith, The Church of God, 
tho' Infallible, ſends as much to the Scriptures as Chriſt did, 
ſince that ſhe offers each Point of the Faith ſhe teaches, as de- 
livered immediately or mediately in the Holy Scriptures. 
Thbe Prophecies of himſelf which Chriſt cited, were indeedto 
be ſought and found in the Scriptures but *risa pleaſant Fancy 
to apply thoſe words, Search the Scriptures, to all that Chriſt 
did teach; as if the Goſpels, and whatever Cbr;/t did Preach, 
contained no new Revelations, nothing but what could be found 
in the ancient Teſtament, A great ſtotk of Patience is neceſ- 
fary to anſwer calmly ſuch Impertinencies as are brought to 
ſupport the Errors with which theſe late Hereſies are patch'd 
up. But the laſt Defence brought for Dr. Sherlock is ſurpri- 
ſing,and I could well quarrel with you,Sir, (as a Chriſtian) for 
Licenſing it. What, do you own that we only are to look on the 
Faith even as Preached by Chriſt, as neceſſarily Infallible ? Is it 
no part of your Belief that you areany way concerned in, that 
that certain Faith which Chriſt exatted from the Jews, St. Paul 
from each Chriſtian, muſt of neceſlity be Infallible ? 

'T's impoſſible by Reaſon to prove, that Men muſt not make uſe 
of their own Reafon and Fudgment in Matters of Religion. 

That Men muſt uſe Reaſon tocome to this Knowledge, that 
God bath revealed what they believe, is very certain. As the 
Jews, Exod. 14. Crediderunt Domino & Moyſi ſervo ejus, Did 
believe God and Moſes bis Servant ; As all Nations believed 
Chriſt and his Apeſtles ; So each Chriſtian now believes Chriſt 
and by Church; the firſt as Author, the ſecond as Witneſles 
(Commiſſion'd from God) of their Faith, being moved by the 
Proofs they offered of their Commiſſion. So far Judgment : 
Thus the Apoſtles believed Chriſt teaching bim/elf to be the 

Son 


(27) 
5n of God, their Judgment having firſt been convinced that 
God ſpoke by him 3 which Method appears more particularly 


in the Man born blind whom Chrz/# our Lord cured, and who Nifi Dominus 


was thereby conyinced that God was with him, taught by him ; 
and in conſequence to that Conviction, having barely heard 
from Chriſt, that he was the Son of God, he fell proſtrate and 
adored bim, not exafting any farther proof beyond his Word. 
After a full conviCtion that God ſpeaks by thoſe who Preach to 
vs, there is no farther uſe of Reaſon, it we believe St. Paul, 
but in order to the bringing into captivity all Underſtanding in obe- 
dience to Faith. 2 Cor. 1 2. 

Defence f. 7, 8. If. my Senſe and Reaſon will ſerve me to find 
out an Infallible Church, it is a little ſevere to renounce it when 
| come there.—The Apoſtles were as Infallible as the Church 
can pretend to be now, yet 1 _—_= John 4. 1. Believe not 
every Spirit, but try the Spirits, if they be of God, 1 Cor. 10.15. 
1 ſpeak, to wiſe Men, judge you what I ſay. And Atts 17. 11. we 
have this particular Commendation of the Berears, that they 
were more noble than thoſe of Theſſalonica, in that they received 
the Word with all readineſs of mind, and ſearched the Scriptures 
daily ro ſee whether what they heard,were conformable thereto or no, 

Anſwer. Do I renounce my Reaſon, when 1 embrace what 
my Reaſon hath convinced me to be infallibly true ? Sure, Sir, 
you have too much Senſe, not to own this to be a ſenſleſs Po- 
ſition. But let us apply it to another Caſe. When a Prote- 
ſtant is convinced, and that, if you pleaſe, infallibly, that che 
Word of God in the Bible delivers a Truth, and his Reaſon hath 
convinced him of it, is he not to abandon whatever Reaſon 
can objeCt againſt the Myſtery ? If you ſay he is not, then a 
Man may doubt of the truth of Gods Word. A very Chriſtian 
Proteſtant Principle ! If you ſay heis, then'tis not ſevere, but 
moſt reaſonable, to renounce Reaſon when it oppoſes it ſelf 
to a Truth infallibly Preached, and received from an Autho- 
rity acknowledged Infallible, As for the three Texts, I have 
before ſhewed how the Firſt is wreſted from its plainnatural 
Senſe to the oppoſite. The Third is againſt him ; for the Be- 
reans received (Firſt) the Word with all readineſs of mind, and 
(then) ſearched the Scriptures, to ſee in them thoſe Texts which 
the Apoſtles uſed to convince the ſtubborn, and ſo do Ca- 
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tholics. The Second is neither direQtly nor indireQtly to the 
purpoſe :. For St. Paul having brought a Keaſon why they 
wereto abſtain from ſuch Meat and Drink as was offered to 
Idols, to wit, that fince they did partake of the true Sacrifice 
of Chriſt's Body and Blood, they could no more uſe what was 
Sacrificed tp Idols, than ſerve at two oppolite Altars, and a- 
dore the true God andthe falſe ones, he asks them, Whether 
bus Reaſon is not convincing ? Now I would know whether a Sy- 
preme Judge (much more an infallible one) doth diſclaim his 
own Power, becauſe he offers evident Reaſons for the Sen- 
tence he gives, and ſhews the Parties obſtinacy, that ſhould 
refuſe to ſubmit tothem ? As for thoſe words, As ro wiſe Men 
I ſeeaks the honeſt Footman little underſtands the meaning 
of them ; it being the Language of the Primitive Church, 
when any thing was touched concerning the great Sacrament 
of our Bleſſed Lord's Body and Blood, not to publiſh that 
high Myſtery, but to refer to the private Inſtruftion abont 
it, which was given after Baptiſm, and never truſted to the 
Catechumens : an evident Proof , that in this Sacrament 
there was a high Myſtery beyond the Faith in Chriſt our 
Redeemer, as Saviour of the World, and Food of our Souls by 
his Paſſion, without which no one was admitted to Baptiſm. 
Thus St. Aug#«ſtin ever expreſled himſelf in this Subject : The 
Faithful know what I mean, thoſe underſtand me that have been 
Chriſtued. Thus Origen and St. Chryſoſkom before him, and 
St. Paul himſelf : I ſpeak-to you more boldly of this Myſtery, 
as to the wiſer and. more fully tanght. Pray, Sir, leave off 
Licenſing ſuch wretched Trifles, and ſuch wonderful wreſted 
Texts, or never expect there ſhould be any Anſwer returned 
to them z tho' how far this Motive will prevail with you, 1 
have ſome ſmall reaſon todoubt. 

Preſerv. f. 21. We have as much aſſurance of every Article of 
our Faith, as you bave of the Infallibility of your” Church ; Firſt, 
becauſe me are in general aſſured, that the Scriptures are the Word 
of God. 

Anſwer f. 5. Thisis the great Point indeed, whichif a Pro- 
teſtant loſes, he loſes all : For, 'tis certain and evident; that 
the Catholic hath the ſame aſlurance for each. Article: of 
his Faith propoſed by the Church, which! he hath! of the 
Churches 
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Churches infallibility, ( as I have the ſame certainty of all 
that my Friend ſays to me, which have that he ſpeaks no- 
thing but certain truth.) He proves it firſt, becauſe he « in 
eneral aſſured that the Scriptures are the Word of God; Hither- 
co there holds ſome parity though but lame ; bur ſuppoſe it 
were entire, the Concluſion would be this, Catholics are as 
certain of the ſenſe of Scripture as Proteſtants are that they hav? 
the Letter whence it follows demonſtratively, that when 
Proteſtants differ in the ſenſe from Catholics, they haveleſs aſ- 
ſurance for it than Catholics, who have always the fame allu- 
rance for the ſenſe as Proteſtants have for the Letter. 

Defence, f. 6. and 75. Youare Judges in your own Caſe ( a- 
bout infallibility ) We have the concurrent teſtimony 
of all Churches, that we have thoſe Canonical Books. ----But 
let us ſuppoſe a while, that your Church were infallible, 
what greater certainty ( for that 1s the point you know which 
the Doftor was pon) have you of it, than we have of any 
particular Point of Faith? as for the certainty of Reaſon 
and Argument, That we have, and would fain ſee you ſhew 
more. . What we believe is according to Scripture , and doth 
not Contradict either Senſe or Reaſon, nor any other Princt- 
ple of Knowledge. 

Anſwer. Never was a ſtarved Cauſe fo pitifully defend- 
ed: No wonder a Footman only doth not bluſh to appear in 
its Defence; the Learned and judicious Gentlemen of the 
Temple had each of them too much Honor, Conſcience, and 
Wit, and therefore none of them would Patronize ſo wretch- 
ed a Cauſe, and ſupport ſuch weak Contradictions as the 
Excellent Maſter of the Temple, (ſo the Preface-maker calls 
him) had blundered out. Pray Sir review this laſt Diſcourſe, 
bluſh that your Licenſe Authoriſes it, and hereafter have 
ſome care of your Reputation, and ſet not your Name toſuch 
Stuff. Tais is the Caſe: on one ſide, there is ſuppoſed an 
Infallible Interpreter of the Chriſtians great Law-Book ; ( for 
thus Dr. Sherlock, ſtates the Caſe) on the other are ſome 
men, ( far the. greater part unlearned and weak ) who allow 
not any ſenſe to this Book, which ſeems to them 70 Contraditt 
either ( rheir ) Senſe or Reaſon, or any other Principle of ( their ) 
Knowledge. And 1 am asked whether I proceed _ my 

ently 
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dently in receiving 'the ſenſe of the Law from that Interpre- 
ter ( which isatuelly ſuppoſed infallible ) or in proceeding 
by the ſecond method. Sir, if you are ſo weak or wilful, as nor 
to declare that I have a greater certainty in ſubmitting to 
that infallible Interpreter, your Counſel IS not worth the 
asking, and I appeal tothat of the judicious Gentlemen of the 
Temple, But I muſt not omitthe untruth couched in thoſe 
words, We have the Concurrent Teſtimony of all Churches, that 
we have thoſe Canonical Books ;, For no part of the Cathclic 
Church, no part of the Greek, Sciſmatic Churches,own the ſame 
Canon of Scripture-Books which you do. 

Preſervative, Ibid. In particular we are aſſured that the 
Faith which we profeſs « agreeable to Scripture. 

eAnſuer, fol. 5. If hemeans they have the ſame Proofs for 
this, which Catholics have for the infallibility of the Church, 
that is, for the Continued Being of that Church, which aſ- 
ſures us that She is infallible in direCting vs, (for a Church 
Erring in ſo Fundamental a Point, would ceaſe to be the 
Church of Chriſt ) then, it is evidently faſe, ſince each Chri- 
ſtian in this Age, hath the ſame Evidence of Her being the 
Church of Chriſt, and of Her teaching all Truth, and 
conſequently of Her being (as She declares) infalli- 
ble in thus teaching, which he hath of Chriſt, to wit, the an- 
cient Propheſies, thoſe of Chriſt himſelf; his Miracles, and 
the Miracles wrought in that Church, according to the Pro- 
miſesof Chriſt, beſides the Converſion of Nations to Chriſti- 
anity, &c. Theſe things Proteſtants do not ſo much as pre- 
tend unto, as Proofs of their particular Senſe in Interpreting 
Scripture. 

Defence, fol. 10. This is apretty Conceit, the infaliibility 
of the Church, that is to ſay, the Being of the Church ; can't a 
Church be without being infallible. We have heard 
much of Miracles, but could never ſee any. ® 

Anſwer. Do you allow ſuch Anſwers Sir, that have ſo 
little of Senſe and leſs of Piety? Cana Church remain the 
Church of Chriſt, and yet teach her ſelf to be infallibly gui- 
ded by the Spirit of Chriſt, whiPſt ſhe is abandon'd to the 
Spirit of Error, and that ſo far as Idolatry, and the Evacua- 
Ling of the Paſſion of Chriſt? Are we come to own that 
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Herod might well be excoſed from believing in Chriſt, be. 
cauſe he had heard much of hu Miracles, but could never ſee 
any? Well Sir, when you Licenſe ſuch an other Diſcourle, 
add to your Titles that of a Chrijtian, that we may think you 
are One. 

Preſervative, fol. 23. If you muſt not uſe your Reaſon and 
private judgment, then you muſt not by any Reaſons be perſuaded to 
condemn the uſe of Reaſon. 

Anſw. f. 5. 1 never heard ſo much, and fo little of Rea- 
ſon. ——All he ſays, might with equal weight be ſaid by a 
fick Man, who diſſuaded from chooling his own Remedies, 
and deſired to ſend for a skilful DoCtor, ſhould anſwer, 'T:s 
impoſſible by Reaſon to-perſuade me not to uſe my Reaſon, in go- 
vernming my ſelf by Reaſon as my own Reaſon teaches me, which 
would be tro Condemn Keaſon, and yet be guided by your Reaſon, 
or the Doftor's Reaſon, Such a Diſcourſe would prove the 
Sick party at leaſt ſomewhat light-headed : What 'tis a Sym- 
ptom of in Dr. Sherlock I will not be poſitive. 

Defence, f. 11. Is this Sick Man perſuaded to renounce his 
Reaſon, or rather is it not that he ſhould ſubmit his judg- 
ment ( not renounce his Reaſon) in that caſe to that Per- 
fon whom he hath all the reaſon in the world to believe hath 
better knowledge, and underſlanding of thoſe things which 
are to be uſed for his recovery than himſelf? And all this 
while methinks he is governed by Reaſon, though he doth 
not think fit to truſt his own $kill. —— But this bears no 
compariſon, Religion is, or ought to be the Concern of all. 

Anſwer, The Footman prevericates here, or is aſhamed 
of his Maſter's groſs Sophiſtry, and will ror ſtand by it. 'Tis 
Dr. Sherlock who pretends that a Catholic by following an 
infallible Guide rencunces his Reaſon ; I contend that all the 
while he # governed by Reaſon, and chiefly, becauſe that in a 
matter of that Concern, he thinks not fit to rruſt his own 5kill : 
which God hath as often declared to be too weak in any prj- 
vate perſon, as he hath declzred he would give to all, tuch 
Paſtors and Teachers as ſhculd guide them, and Commanded 
e:ch to repair to them, to be guided by them. Burt Religion 
is or ought to be the Concern of all, a wiſe Obſervation ! $0 is, 
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life : -as therefore each one oughtto adviſe with a good Do- 
Ror concerning his Health, a good Lawyer for the preſerya- 
tion of his Fortune ; ſo, and much more witha good Guide, 
and ( ſince it can be had )) an infallible one, for the ſecurin 
of his Souls eternal happineſs: the Practice of Religion is 
the duty of all; but the teaching ir, of thoſe DoCtors whom 
God hath appointed tothat end, as St. Paulteaches us Eph. 4. 
is not thisSir, a molt evident truth ? 

Preſervative, f. 25. Thou ſbalt Worſhip the Lord thy God, and 
kim only ſhalt thou ſerve ;, is ſuch a plain and expreſs Scri- 
pture, that no reaſon can juſtifie the Worſhip of another 
Being. | 

tw f. 6. Arare Conſequence ! to Infer a Negative for 
an Affirmative Antecedent, that bears no oppoſition with it. 
'Tis like this, a Subject muſt love hus King, and pay Alegiance 
to him alone; therefore no Reaſon can juſtifie the love of a 
Man for his Wife, or of a Child for his Father. St. Augu- 
ftin drew from that very Text the contrary Concluſion, he 
takes off all blame from Abrabam, who is ſaid in Geneſis to 
have Adored or Worſhipped the People of the Land, becauſe 'tis 
obſervable (ſays the Holy DoCtor ) That in the Commandment 
"45 n0t ſaid thou ſhalt Worſhip God alone, as it is ſaid, and him 
alone thou ſhalt ſerve z which in Greek is Aarpivors, for ſuch s 
ſervice( of Latria) « given to God alone. 

Defence, f. 12. What a delicate piece of Sophiſtry # here ? 
The Commandment ts to ſerve God only, which ſervice we muſt 
of neceſlity underſtand to be that which is Divine, but Wor- 
ſhip is ſo. ----Therefore the Text is plain againſt the Wor- 
ſhip of any other but God. 

Anſw. All that is plain in this Anſwer is, that men neceſ- 
farily want a Guide in the interpreting of Scripture, and that 
an infallible one alſo, for ſuch is the pride-of ſome men, that 
even an ignorant Foot-man ( as you ſee) thinks he under- 
ſtands the Bible better than the Holieſt and moſt Learned of 
Dottors S. Auguſtin, and what reaſon teaches of the Service of 
God better than the moſt enlightened Patriarchs. Abraham 
Worſhips men : S. Aguſtin declares that the Commandment 
hath nothing againſt it, there being an inferior Worſhip, 
which is far below Divine Service : but the Proteſtant Do- 
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Qor teaches his Footman to aver, that al Worſhip ( ſo he 
ſhould have ſaid to have ſpoken ſenſe ) # Divine, that the 
Text is plain againſt the Worſhip of any other but God. 
How likely is it they ſhall by their own judgment and rea- 
ſon underſtznd the Bible, who cannot conſtrue right, the 
Commandments, no, not the firſt of them! and if Dr. Sher- 
lock.ard his Footman underſtand right the firſt Command- 
ment, St. Auguſtin did not. Do you not bluſh Sir, to Licenſe 
the boldneſs of ſuch ignorant Pride ? 

Preſervative, f. 16. Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf any gra- 
ven Image. ----Is ſo expreſs a Law againſt Image- Worthip, 
that no reaſon muſt be admitted for it. 

eAnſw. f. 6. What if you be told that the Jews may per- 
haps have had a Command of making no graven Image,&c. yet 
this being a poſitive Law, and not renewed in the Goſpel, 
doth not oblige us: will this Reaſon be admitted of ? No, 
mreaſon; and yet you have noother reaſon for paſſing by as 
Expreſs a Law of Sanftifying Saturday. What if it be re- 
joyn'd that only the making rorhemſelves ( by private Autho-' 
rity, making that to be which is not, a Statue for Example, 
which of its nature is the repreſentation of a Man, or a Calt, 
to be to thema true God ) an 1dol ro adore it, which divine 
Worſhip thus miſapplyed is forbidden. Cannot this Reaſon 
be heard ? Ne, then Belezeel by Gods direCtion and Command 
making ſeveral likeneſles of things on Earth below, and in 
Heaven above; Salomon placing ſuch in the Temple, ſinned 
againſt the firſt Commandment ( for the making of ſuch is as 
diſtintly forbidden as the Adoring ; So if a Law thus ſays, 
Thou ſhalt not carry any Arms, thou ſhall not ftrikg : the carry- 


. lng of Arms would be as directly againſt the Law as the ſtrik- 


ing) ſo do all Painters and Carvers, and all our London Mer- 

chants that hang out a Sign-poſt. The truth is, what ſenſe 

they put on any Text, is the expreſs Law againſt which »0 

reaſon muſt be heard, ſo they challenge to themſelves rhat in- 

fallibility which they ſo ſturdily deny to the Church of 
od 


Defence, f. 13, 14. *Tis held on all hands, that the keep- 
ing of the Seventh day was Figurative, and ſo aboliſhed at the 
death of Chriſt ; but as far as it was Moral, namely, that « 
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Day ſhould be kept, that till remains. Beſides, Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles were Authors of this change ; Chriſt as he 
roſe on that day, ſo ke uſually did appear on that day to his 
Diſciplesz and Scripture maintains the Celebration of it by 
the conſtant practice of the Apoſtles, eA&s 20. 7. 1 Cor. 16, 
21, 

Anſw, We have four untruths in very few lines. The 
firſt, that *tis agreed on all hands, that the keeping of the 
Seventh day was Figurative, all that underſtand Scripture 
right, ſay the contrary, to wit that it was not a meer Shadow 
 , a thing to come (as Figurative fpeaks) but a Memory of 
the paſt and never to be forgotten benefit of the Creation, 
from the work whereof God reſted on that day, and( ſays 
Moſes ) bleſſed the ſeventh day. *Tis a ſecond Untruth then, 
that the Moral part of it was only the keeping a ſeventh day, 
and that Chrift our Lord altered ir. "Tis an untruth that 
Chriſt our Lord «ſally appeared on that day to his Apoſtles, 
for A-s 1.3. S. Luke allurezus he appeared every day tothem: 
How St. Pauls meeting at Troas with many in the participa- 
tion of the Sacraments, and diſputing till Midaight, it being 
the Eve of his departure, or his ſubſcribing his Epiſtle with his 
own Hands; (tor theſe are the two 1 exts produced) is a Proof 
that the Scripture maintains the conſtant practice of the A- 
polſtles, of keeping Sunday Holy ; 1 leave it to you Sir, to 
make out the truth of it. 

Defence, f. 14. 'Tis ſufficient ( with Catholics) to ſubmit 
to an infallible Guide, ard that too if hedeclares as the Council 
of Conſtance did Concerring the Euchariſt that notwithſtanding our 
Lord did Inftirute it in both kinds,and the Apoſtles fo celebrated it, 
yet naw it ſhould nor be ſo, But for us Proteſtants, we cannot 
think that any Reaſon can be ſufficient to lay aſide an Ex- 
preſs Text. 

Anſw. The meaning of theſe words as they lay here, is to 
perſuade the Readers, that the Council of Conſtance did own 
that Chriſt did Inſtitute or order, that the Sacrament ſhould 
be taken by all in both kinds, and that in the Apoſtles time 
ie was ever ſo taken: yet that by the Church Authority it 
was ordered it ſhould hereafter be otherwiſe: 1f the Honeſt 
Footman means.not fo, and would not have all to belicve ſo, 
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' what face Sir, can you pretend to judge of Books and Licenſe 
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there is no ſenſe at all in this his Inference, ' That Proteſtants 


cannot think_that any reaſon can be ſufficient to lay aſide an ex- 
ſs Text. But in this ſenſe 'tis < moſt ontragious Calnmny, 


them, if you are in the ſame groſs Error z or it wilfully and 
wittingly you Licenſe ſach impudent Slanders, againſt the 
whole Charches Repreſentative, what Libels, and Lam- 
poons, are you not qualified and diſpoſed to Licenſe? Theſe . 
xrethe words of the Council, eAlrbough Chrift did Inſtitute com Ca \ 
thu Venerable Sacrament after Supper, and did adminiſter it to 20 il; 
bu Diſciples under both the kinds of Bread and Wine ; yet not- 
withſtanding, the Authority of the Sacred Canons, the laudable 

and approved Cuſtom of the Church hath obſerved, and obſerves, 

that this Sacrament ought not to be Conſecrated after Supper, nor Conkic, 
received by the Faithful not faſting, but in caſe of ſickneſs, and 

ſub other neceſſity, as the Canon Law and the Church admit, or 

allow of. eAnd ſothis Cuſtom, ro xvoid ſome dangers and ſcan» 

dals, bath been reaſonably brought in ; that, although this Sacra- 

ment in the Primutive Church was received by the Faithful under 

both kinds, ſince that it ſhould be received by thoſe who Conſecrare 

( Prieſts ) in both kinds, by the _ only under the appearance 

of Bread, Becauſe we are / Airs to believe, and in no wayto doubt, 

that the entire Body and Blood of Chrift is rraly contained az well 

wider the ſpecies of Bread, as under that of Wine. Behold the 
Council declares, that it owns it no part of the Inſtitution, l 
that the Sacrament be taken under both kinds, no more than |F 
that it be taken at Night after Supper, &c. Alltheſe being v 
but Circumſtances belonging to that Diſcipline, which whol- ' 
ly depends on Church Authority, and isalterable at any time «| 
when there is reaſon for it. And indeed, if this be a Crime 1 - 
which Proteſtants cannot be capable of, how comes it to paſs n 
that your Congregations receive your Sacrament kyeeling, F 
faſting, in the Morning, in the Church, notwithſtanding the In- if 
fitution of Chriſt, Own Sir, own Candidly this inſinuation to | 
have been a Calumny. 

Preſervative, f. 45. No eArgument from the neceſſity of a | 
thing, muſt be admitted to proveit w. (PV. G. 'Tis propoſed to " 
You that ) If there be no infallible Fudge, there can be no cer- 
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tainty of Faith : though it be true, and you think3t to be true 
_— allow this -: thorny aw there is one; yngou 
guments do not prove that there be ſuch a Judge, but that there 
Ought to be. : 

Anſw.f. 6. This is not only to miſ-uſe human Reaſon, but 
to deny Wiſdom and Reaſon in God. Alphonſw« the Royal 
Mathematician, was ever look'd on as guilty of a horrid 
Blaſphemy, for having ſaid, That he thoxght he could have 
ordered ſome things better than God wid at the firſt Creation : 
'Tis one of as deep a die to think, that God oxght to have 
done, what we believe he hath not done. 

Defence, f. 15. The Dottor ſays, fol. 44. We ſhould never 
admit any Arguments merely from the uſefulueſs, conveniency, 
or ſuppoſed neceſſity of any thing to prove it s. Now the An- 
ſwerer leaves out ſuppoſed, ard ſo makes that abſolute which 
was conditional.-----If 1 thought (ſays Dr. Sherlock ) all thi 
mere true, as 1 believe not a word of it is, ( that if there be nat 
an infallible Fudge, there canbe no certainty 1n Religion ) I ſhould 
only conclude, that it is great pity that there 15 not an infallible Fudge 
Injtitmed by Chriſt. But if you would have me conclude from 
theſe Premiſſes. Ergo, there 1s an infallible Fudge of Controver- 
fies, I muſt beg your pardon for that, for ſuch eArguments as 
theſe do not prove that there is ſuch a Fudge, but only, that there 
ought to be one, and therefore I muſt Conclude no more from them, 
Indeed, this is a very fallacious way of Reaſoning, becauſe what 
we may call uſeful, convenient, neceſſary, may not be ſo it ſelf: 
and we bave reaſon to believe it 1s not ſo, if God have not appojnt- 
ed what we think ſo uſeful, convenent, and neceſſary, &c. And 
now I would fain know who it is that denies Wiſdom and 
Reaſon in God. 

Anſmw. It is a pleaſant way of Anſwering in the Defenceof 
a Perſon accuſed to have offended againſt the firſt Principles 
of Reaſon and Reſpect, to ſay that he hath ſpoken wiſely, 
and dutifully elſewhere : yet fo Anſwers cur Foorman, if it 
be an Anſwer, meerly to add what is not blamed in an Au- 
thor, to what is blamed. Dr. Sherlock ſays well in adviſing 
us to believe that not to be neceſlary, which we know God 
bath not appointed, therefore I did not touch, or reflect on 
that ſaying: but I ſay that the advice he gives to one who 


ſuppoſes 


OE Wang 
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ſuppoſes there is a neceſſity of any thing towards the Eternal 
Salvation of Chriſtians, That tho' be believe it true, yet he infers 
ot, Sure then God hath beſtowed it, Chriſt hath obtained ic 
for us ; but rather, God ought to have done it, Chriſt ought to 
have obtained it ; but I do not therefore believe he hath. This Ad- 
vice, I ſay, is much more 1njurious to Gods Mercy and Wiſ- 
dom, than the Saying ſo much blamed by all Chriſtians in A1- 
phonſw; the Salvation of Mankind being the ultimate Work 
of God towards his own Glory. Whether this Charge be 
not juſt, and Dr. Sherlock, teach not this DoCEtrin in the words 
cited by the Anſwerer, in the Caſe of one who ſuppoſes thar 
there can be no certain Faith in a Chriſtian, (and fuch a Faith 
Chriſt exaQts in all, by St. Pauland 5t. Fames, &c.) without an 


infallible Guide, and who believes it to be true, | leave it, Sir, 


to your obſervation. 


Principles of Dr. Sherlock, which 
make void all Faith. 


Preſerv. C Uppoſe the Proteſtant Faith uncertain, how « the 
f. 79,80.zJ Cauſe of the Churchof Rome the better ? Is Tho-, 
mas an honeſt Man becauſe John i a Knave. 

Anſwer. If Thomas and Fohn be accuſed ſeverally of a Theft, 
and the ſtoll'n Goods be found with John, I conceive, tho'this 

rove not Thomas ſo afſuredly an honeſt Man, yet an honeſt 
BW would bring him in Nor-guilry. That there is a true 
Faith, and conſequently a certain Rule of Faith, all Chriſtians 
acknowledge, Proteſtants on one fide chooſe one Rule, (how 
differently ſoever they apply it) Catholics another : I conceive 
then, that if the Proteſtant Rule be proved uncertain, 'tis plain 
the Catholic Rule muſt be the certain one. 

Defence f. 17. You mult firſt prove that 'tis impoſſible for 
People to make to themſelves two wrong Rules. 

Anſwer, | do not write againſt Dr. Sherlock's Errors, but 
with this Suppolition, that he holds what generally is called 
(if there be any ſach fixed thing) the DoCtrin of the Church 
Eſtabliſhed 
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Eſtabliſhed by the Law in Englend. | ſuppoſe he owns a Faith in 
Chrift ; That this Faith oughtto be firm,certain, not wavering : 
for ſuch is the Faith S. Petey and S. Paul require of us ; That this 
Faith altogether leanson Revelation ; That the Scriptures are 
the Word of God; That it we underſtood the full extent of its 
true Senſe and Meaning, there would never be Error or He- 
relie amongſt us: Hitherto we agree. Now the thing in que- 
ſtion is, by what Method weought to come to that Know- 
ledge, as far as it is neceflary to a Chriſtian: and I ſay that 
all the Methods are reduced to theſe two Heads : That weare 
guided to the certain knowledge of what God hath revealed, 
either by a Knowledge communicated to each of us, or by a 
Knowledge communicated only to Guides apppointed to di- 
red the reſt. If therefore Proteſtants are in the wrong, we 
are certainly in the right, as far as we are oppoſite to them. 
And beſides, ſince that all the poſitive Proofs that can be 
brought for the infallible Authority of Church- Teachers ex- 
preſs alſo in what Church they are, by evident Marks not to 
be found but in our Catholic Church, it follows, if the Prore- 
ſtants be in the wrong as to that Principle, we arecertainly in 
the right as to each Point of our Religion, taught us by an un- 
erring Interpreter. 

Preſervy. f. 80. Th (that the Proteſtant Faith is uncertain) 
may ſignifie two things. Firſt, That the Objetts of our Faith are 
uncertain, and cannot be proved by certain Reaſons. Secondly, 
That our Per ſuaſion ts wavering. 

Avnſw. f.7. Beſides the two mention'd,it fignfies a Third thing 
alſo, to wit, That whatever Reaſons there may be for a thing, 
he who believes it, hath not for the Motive of his Belief thoſe 
certain Reaſons, There are, for Example, certain Reaſons, 
whereon to ground a Faith in Jeſs Chriſt ; yet he that believes 
in Chriſt cerly becauſe his Mother (or a Miniſter) hath taught 
bim ſo to do, hath a very «xcertain, and no Divine Faith. 

Defence f. 18. What can be the Gentleman's meaning, 1 
cannot conceive, unleſs it be this, That becauſe Proteſtants 
take the Reaſonof their Faith from Scripture, and not from 
the Church of Rome, that therefore they can have no certain 
or Divine Faith : which if it be, 1 pity him; if itbe not, I 
mult deſire hum to explain himſelf. 

Anſwer. 
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Anſwer. The honeſt Footman is grown very tender-heart- 
ed. But is not this yery ptarn, that altho' there be very good 
Reaſons for the belief of an Article of Chriſtian Religion, yet 
one that ſhould believe it on the account of ſome ſilly Motive 
only, ſuch as [ cited, would have no Divine Faith ? But how 
canthis be applied to Proteſtants, who take the Reaſons of their 
Faith from Scripture ? This I had ſhewed Fol. 6. but the Foor- 
man paſles it by with this Anſwer only, 7 ſhall ſay nothing to 
that Harangue, H often Anſwered by our Divines. It ſeems he 
had forgot thoſe Anſwers, or was conſcious of their weakneſs. 
Thus 1 difcourſed there : The Catholics prove, that an wncer- 
tax or wavering Faith, is no Divine Faith, which the Prote- 
ſftams can never have of any one Articleof their Religion, be- 
cauſe they never can nave a certain one. *Tis caſily proved, 
becauſe they cannot have an act of Faith of any one Arrticle, 
till their Rule of Faith propoſes it, 5. e. till they know cer- 
rinly (by their private Reading and Judgment.) what the 
Scriptures teach of it, not by ſome one Text or two, but by 
——— all che Texts that treat of that Subject : for the 
Senſe of a ſingle Text (for Examp. My Father # greater than I) 
cannot be had, but by exponnding it by other Texts on the 
fame Subject. Till a Proteſtant ther hath a certain knowledge, 
Firſt, that he hathall the Books of Holy Writ z Secondly, that 
' all thoſe he owns for ſuch, were really written by inſpired 
Pens ; Thirdly, that he hath a true and ſonnd Tranflation (in 
caſe he underſtood not the Original Languages) and (in caſe 
he doth) a true Copy not altered by the Error or Malice 
of our Forefathers z Fourthly, (ſince the Letter kills) that he 
underſtands the true Meaning and Senſe of each Text, which 
relares to the Object of his Act of Faith ? Fifthly, that he re- 
member them all, ſo as comparing them, to ſee which be the 
clearer that muſt expound the obſcurer, and what is the true re- 
ſult of them all, (for any one which he underſtands not, or 
hath forgotten, may poſlibly be that one that muſt expound 


the reſt) he cannot have oze Act of Faith. Now Catholics ſay, 


this is impoſſible to moſt, if not to all Proteſtants, (who are in 
each of theſe Points to Judge for themſelves, and not to ſubmit 
toany Authority where a Doubt ariſes) therefore few, or no 
Proteſtants can in their whole Life-time frame one ACt of Di- 
vine 
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vine Faith concerning any one Myſtery, not that Scripture is 
not a very certain Rule, but becauſegthey have choſenan uſeleſs 
(becauſe impoſlible) and ancertain way of applying it. 

Preſervat. ib , We believe the Apoſtles Creed, and what- 
ever is contained inthe Writings of the Evangeliſts and Apo- 
ſtles. This is all we believe, and 1 hope they will not ſay theſe 
things are uncertain. | 

Anſwer. They are very certain, but not to any Proteſtant, 
whoſe Rule of Faith (conſidering the Method he applies it by) 
cannot make him certain of any one Article. But the pleaſant 
Anſwer which Juſtifies Turk, Few and Gentile : For this is a 
Rule of Faith moſt ſufficient, according to Dr. Sherlock, (and a 
good Plea) We believe all that God hath revealed, and nothing 
elſe, is not all that be hath revealed certain ? Here lies the 
DoCtor's groſs Miſtake, that nocne is an Heretic for not be- 
lieving that what God hath revealed is true, 'tis impoſſible 
to fall into ſo mad an Herelie : But Hererics are ſuch, for not 
believing him to have revealed what in effeCt he hath, tho' he 
hath given ſufficient Methods to come to the knowledge of it, 
if they would uſe them. 

Defence, Do Fews, Turksand Gentiles believe all that is con- 
tained in the Writings of the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles ? 

Anſwer. No, Sir, nor you neither. If they believed all that 


God hath revealed, (as they pretend) they would believe all 


that is delivered in the Bible, which you pretend, but upon 
as little ground : What they think in their Judgment God 
hath revealed, they believe z what they think he hath not re- 
vealed, they disbelieve: that's their Rule of Faith, and 'tis 
yours, your own private Judgments being on both hands your 


Guides, and not any Authority Eſtabliſhed by Almighty God. 


Preſervat. f. $1. It theſe things (which are believed by 
thoſe who take their Faith from the Bible interpreted by their 
own final Senſe) be not built upon certain Reaſons, their 
Infallible Church can have no certainty of the Chriſtian 
Faith. 

Anſwer. Even this is moſt notoriouſly falſe, ſince ſhe is 


not Infallible by any Light of her own, but by the Guidance 


of the Spirit of Truth. Were not the Apoſtles, when they 
had once acknowledged Chriſt to be the Son of God, _— 
b) 


—— 


(3) 
of all he revealed to them, before he had given them cerrain 
r rig it? It were a blind Impiety to think ſo. 

fence f. 19. | Was there (inthat Caſe of the Apoſtles) a 
certain Faith withovr a certain Reaſon. An infallible Man 
moſt know things as they are, orelſe he is miſtaken. | 

Anſwer. The Footmar 1s very dull here, and cannot diſtin- 

ih berweena certain Reaſon moving me to believe him that 
heaks, and a certain Reaſon in the things that are delivered 
moving me to believe them. This Second Dr. Sherlock re- 
quires, ſaying, That if theſe things which are believed, be not 
built upon: certain Reaſons, the Infallible (Church ſeeing not any 
ſach Reaſons) can have 19 certainty of the Chiſtian Faith, An 
infallible Perſon muſt know what he knows as it truly is, bur 
needs not ſee how or why it can be ſo. 

Preſervat. f. 32. 'T'u their common Argument, That there «s 
4 great variety among Proteſtants, and that they condemn one 
anther with equal confidence and aſſurance. 

Anſwer, 'Ti$ 6ne of your uſual Artifices, to leave out al- 
ways the preſſing part of our Arguments : you ſhould have 
added, Tho' they uſe the ſame Rule of Faith, and apply it by the 
ſane Method, Thus propoſed, 'tis an unanſwerahle Argument 
zpainſt yorry Rule of Faith, and evidently proves it wncertain. 

Defence f. 19, 20. Here the honeſt Foutman ſends me for 


| mn Anſwer to Dr. Srillingfleer, and bids metry my Skill upon 


him. Thus hedelivers the Anſwer givento J.S. firſt Letter, 
and applied to the preſent Caſe ; 'tis divided into five Props- 
#tions, which, to avoid repeating, Vll ſer down with the fol- 
bing Anſwer. 

Anſwer. Firſt, Arithmetick (ſays Dr. Srilling fleet) preſcribes 
« certain way by Addition and Subſtrattion, to find out any Sum. 


_ 'Tisgranted. Secondly, Therefore it muſt be ſuch, that they 


pho take it, ſhall arrive by it at the exatt Sum. Thats true 
aſp. Thirdly, But two Men, wbo have made uſe of the ſame, 
vey, differ at leaſt a Hundred in caſting up the Sum. This is im- 
poſſible, if they both really made uſe ob that way as the words 
of Or. Stiling fleet expreſs : But 'tis very poſſible, if the mean- 
ing be, one of them doth not know the Rules of Arithmetick, 
but only thinks he knows them ; or both know well the Rule, 


bat age blundered , and ſet down one Figure for another. 
F Fourthly, 
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' rijve at the certain Sum. This is evidently, 


(42) 
Fourthly, Therefore they who take only that way, cannot by it arc 
falſe, and the con- 
trary true ; to wit, Therefore they who 2ake preciſely that wy, 
(and not another for it, erring 1n the Theory or the Praftice) 
cannot but arrive by it at the certain Sum. But this followi 
Concluſion might have been drawn from the Third Propoſe- 
tion taken in its Second moſt improper Senſe, which Dr. Stilling. 


fleet gives to it, Therefore thoſe who err in the Knowled e, Or 


miſs in the Application of the Rule of Arithmetick, tho' they he. 
lieve never ſo much in their own Judgment that they know and uſe 
the Rule right, tho" they have uſed their beſt Endeavors, tho' they 
firmly believe they have caſt the Sum right, yet certainly they bave 
miſſed, and are in the wrong. This is the Concluſion which the 
Dean of Pauls ſhould have drawn, and then he might haye 
concluded, Still rhe Rule ts certain to thoſe who uſe it right, But 
is this the Reverend Dr. Stillingficet's full Anſwer, and thatin 
Dr. Sherlock's Caſe ? Stupidity it ſelf would not own it : Tis 
an evident Demonſtration againſt Dr. Sherlock's Poſition, and 
Dr. Stilingficer's Tenet. It proves evidently, that altho' 
Scripture be as infallible a Truth, and thereby « Kule of Truth, 
(for from Truth only Truth can follow) as any Ruleof Arith, 
metick ; yetas in one Caſe, if two caſting up an Account by 
the ſame pretended Rule, differ in the total Sum, this follow- 
ing Principle would not only be falſe,but alſo after ſuch atrial 
moſt abſurd and ſenſlefs. Every one # bound in reaſon to believe 
the Account be hath caſt up, to be right, if be bath a Book of Arith. 
metick, by bim, bath read it, believes be underſtands it, and hath 
uſed his beſt Endeavors to follow it. So is this like Principle, 
which Dr. Sherlock and all his Party ſtand for : If rmo Men 
have the Bible, read it, endeavor to underſtand it, and believing 
they do, draw from the ſame Scriptures two different Concluſions, 
two oppoſite Articles of Faith, both are bound to ſtand to thejr pri- 
vate Fudgment, and to believe themſelves in the right, tho” all the 
World ſhould accuſe one or both of them in lieu of & true pretended 
Rule, to bave uſed a falſe one. But let us ſuppoſe farther, that 
an eminent Maſter of Arithmetick ſhould ſhew to one of theſe 
Men where he erred againſt the true Rule of that Science, 
where he miſplaced a cypher, atherwiſethan the kuledire&s; 
that this Man in lieu of ſubmitting, ſhould appeal to his pa 
0 


(43) 
of Arithmetick, by the which alſo the other teaches, and the 
Diſpute ſhould be carried on by the one ſaying the Book teaches 
and direfts thus, whilſt the other as ſtardily pretended it 


' teaches anddiretsotherwiſe. In this Caſe were it a reaſona- 


ble Principle, Both muſt ſtand to their private Tudgment in Inter- 


preting of the Book, and well they may, for the Rule s certain which 
both follow. Never did Man give a fairer and eaſier Viſtory to 
an Adverſary, than Dr. Stiling fleet doth to his, by this Smile. 
The dulleſt School-Boy-will eaſily diſcern the Dean of Paul's 
patent Parallogiſm, whereby hecompares the written Word of 
God tothe Rule it ſelf of. Arithmetick ; whereas the natural 
andonly true Compariſon is, of the Book, or Letter of Scripture 
with the Book of Arithmetick; 'the true Senſe of Scripture 
with the Rule of Arithmetick. 

A Right-Line-Ruleand a Square arc the Rule of a Carpen- 
ter; ſuppoſe a Carpenter had a bentand crooked Rule, and 
that what he calls his Square opened at an ac«te or obtuſe Angle; 
this Man working by theſe, would certainly make his Work 
wrong. I ask you now where the Fault would be? Certainly 
in bs Rule in his (ſuppoſed) Square and Rule. But is not a Car- 
penter's Rule exaCt ? Yes, « Carpenter's, but not this Carpenter's; 
the Rule he pretends to follow is moſt Juſt, tbe Rale which he 
atually. follows is moſt falſe and erroneous : And if many 
Carpenters pretending to work by a —_— and Square, 
"7p'ine them the ſame way, did all differ in the Irregalarity 

their Work, it would be evident they had a falſe Rule ;, for 
that's ones Rae, not that he pretends to bave, but what he atu- 
ally works by. Now to apply this to our Caſe: The Word 
of God is not the Letter, but the true Senſe of the Bible ; for 
the knowledge of Scripture, as St. Hierom obſerves, conſiſts not 


in the Reading, but the Underſtanding of it. The Rule of Faith ; 
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then, is the Senſe of the Letter of Scripture ; The pretended inrelligendo 
Rele is the trae Senſe of Scripture; - The real Rule that Chriſti. ©" 


ans uſe, is that Senſe of the Letter of Sctipture by which they 
ſquaretheir Faith: for that is any ones real Rule, by which 
hein reality aCts. The true Senſe of Scripture is a certain Rule ; 
TheSenſe given to the Letter of Scripture is a moſt uncertain, 
and frequently a wrong Rule; The Rule Proteſtants pretend 
unto, is a certain infallible Rule, for 77#rh never miſguides : 
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But their Rule of Faith is the Senſe which gach Man's private 
Judgment gives to the Letter: of Scripturez for they ſquare 
their Faith by it, & believe according tothe ſame : The Letter 
of Scripture is their Material Rule, as a piece of Wood is the 
Material Square of a Carpenter ; their application of Senſe t9 
this Letter 1s that which makes their real and Formal Rule, as 
the ſtreightneſs or crookedneſs of a Rule, is the r7ue Rule of 
the Carpenter that uſes it. 'Tis againſt this I write, and a- 
gainſt Dr. Sherlock's Principle, that tho' ſeveral Men uſing 
the ſame Method of making Rules, find and own that their 
ſeveral Rules make different Lines; yet it follows not (ſays 
he) that the Rules they work by are not ere, nor their Me- 
thods of making themſelves a Rule, erroneous. 

Preſervat. f. 83, 84. Were all Proteſtants of « mind, would 
their Conſent and Agreement prove the certainty of their Faith ? 

Anſwer f, 7. Not at-all ; but 'tis a moſt ridiculous In- 
ference of yours, Thi «s the ſame Rule, and their Diſagreement 
proves not their uncertainty. All Union is not an Argument of 
the Spirit of God, for. People may combine to do ill; But 
6t. Pawl aſſures us,, Diſazion and Difſention is a certain Mark 
of the abſence of the Spirit of God. 

Defence f.\21.. You ſhould have added in ſome, not in all 
the diſagreeing Parties. If the Queſtion be put amongſt 2 
company of Men to go rob ſuch a Houſe, is it a Mark of the 
abſence of the Spirit of God in thoſe which do not agree to 
that Wickedneſs, 4149 8 | | 

Anſwer. Certainly this honeſt Footman is hired to write 
as wide as may be from Reaſon, that in Compariſon with it 
Dr. Sherlock's Errors may appear tolerable. I ſpeak of Peo- 
ple led into Diſunion by the ſame Principle, which from thence 
I conclude to be no good one ; And I pray, thoſe whorefule 
to go and rob the Houſe, do they aCt in this Refuſal by the 
ſame Principle by which others are moved to the Robbery ? 
If they be, (for Example, out of Spite) tho' their Refuſal be 
juſt and good, their Motive. or Rule they at by (and of that 
only I ſpeak) is ſtark naught, "He 
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Dr. $herlock's 
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Dr. Sherlock's Principle, which makes 
void all Scripture=progf. 


—_— F a Myſtery appears againſt Senſe and Reaſon, 
fol. 72. we have a Scripture proof as cannot poſſibly 
ſonifie any thing elſe ;, or elſe it will not anſwer that Evidence 

_ have againſt it, Senſe and Reaſon proving it naturally 

| le. 
"I f+ 7. & Text which cannot poſſibly have an other 
ſenſe doth not leave it in any ones liberty who owns Scri- 
pture to be an Heretic, therefore the Church produced no 
ſuch Texts againſt the Arians or Neſtorians ( to whom the 
Myſteries'of the Trinity, and of Chrifts Human and Divine 
Nature in one Perſon, appeared againſt Senſe and Reaſon 
whence it evidently follows, that according to Dr, Sherlock 
the Arians and Neftorians, were bound not to believe the 
Trinity, and Incarnation of Chriſt. A happy Miaiſterial 
Guide, and well led ſuch as follow him. 

Defence, f. 22. The Trinity and Incarnation, which the A- 
rians and Neſtorians diſputed, they are Myſteries indeed, 
and might ſeem to be abave Senſe and Reaſon, bur they are 
not contrary to it, But that Tranſubſtantiation, contradicts 
both, is plain. | 

Anſw. The Footman had better have minded his Maſters 
buſineſs, than to pretend an Anſwer, to what he doth not as 
much as underſtand. Certainly the Myſteries of the Trinity 
and [ncarnation, are nat againlt Senſe and Reaſon, but they 
did appear ſo to the Neſtorians, and Arians, and that is the 
Cafe, put by Dr. Sherleck.: and therefore 'tis evident,, that 
according to his Principle, Arians and Neſftorians were bound 
nat to leave their Herelies, | 


Dr.Sherlock's 


—_— 
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Dr. Sherlock's Prinuple, making void 
all uſe of Councils and Fathers. 


Preſervative, oo he hath reſpectively told ns, That 
fol. 73 Learned me: may ſquabble about the Fathers ; 
he gives theſe Rules without which they be of no uſe. 
z. We muſt know that the Father i truly Author of the Book 
(or the Council of ſuch a Decree.) 2. That he was not 
corrupted by the ignorance or knavery of the Tranſcribers, while 
they were in the bands of the Monks ( and to make this impoſſi- 
ble he allures us ) They not only pared their Nails, but alſo 
their very Habit and Dreſs, to fit them to the Modes of the 
time. 3. That the Father doth not in ſome other place Contra- 
dit what there he ſays. 4. That be did not alter his Opinion af- 
ter. That'sto ſay, ſome of theſe requiſites, not being poſli- 
bly to be known, no uſe is to be made of them. 

Defence, f. 23, 24- Theſe requiſites, that man that will 
build any thing upon their Authority muſt know, or elſe he 
may be miſerably miſtaken, yet this is not to deny any uſe 
of Fathers and Councils, for Learned men may diſpute about 
them. 

nſw. A rare Privilege granted to Learned Men, that 
they may diſpute about Fathers, and Councils, but not till 
they have reſolved ſome doubts firſt, which cannot poſſibly 
I This is to ſport pretty pleaſantly, but not to 
anſwer. 


Dr. Sherlock's Principle, which makes 
void all uſe of Croil Charity, and Me- 
ral Juſtice to our Newghbor. 

"© wah | T liesin hislaſt Chapter, in which he attempts 


fol. $. in vain to colour the Miſrepreſentations which 
his Party hath ever been guilty of, 4 A It 
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It is when a mans Exterior ACtions are naturally capable of 
a-good and pious meaning, and he ever and clearly declares 
that it is His, Yet to faſten upon him another oppoſite deſign 
and meaning, taken from his oppoſers contrary Principle. 
Than which there cannot be a greater and more unjuſt d;/izr- 
genuity , this hecalls to joiz Proteſtant Principles with Popiſh 
Praftices. For Example, to infinuate, That a Catholickthinks 
the bleſſed Virgin more. Powerful in Heaven than Chriſt; He 
tells us, that he ſays ten eAve eMHaria's for ove Lords Prayer. 
And this though he knows, that the firſt half of the Ave Aa- 

isin memory of, and.thankſgiving for the Incarnation of 
Chriſt, and the other half asks of the Virgin, only to pray for 
w to Chriſt, which is all the Power we allow her in Hea- 
Ven. 

Defence, p. 24. The matter of FaCt is true. —— Suppoſe 
he doth not think her more powerful than Chriſt, yet ſure 
he muſt think her more merciful, and.ready to hear his 
Prayers. 

Anſw. This is inlieu of excufing his Maſters Malice and di- 
ſingenuity, meerly to make the Proverb Good, 7 Maſter, 
like Man. Mary her ſelf, her Merciful concern tor us, her 
Prayers are an Effect and Gift of the Mercy of Chriſt. But 
to ſee how people will ſpeak in ſpight of Senſe, when they 
are reſolved to impugn Truth: how can it prove that I be- 
lieve a perſon more merciful than another, becauſe I repeat 
oftner- my inſtances and Petition. Naturallywe call that a 
greater mercy which is ſooner moved, and yields toa ſingle 
addreſs. But the whole is a moſt falſe Calumny, as it inſfinu- 
ates that our Church applies her Devotions more to our bleſ(- 
ſed Lady than to Chriſt. Our aſs, our Church Office, ( ex- 
cept now and then a ſhort Prayer of three or four lines ) our 
Meditations, our Faſts, are all directed to God and Chriſt, 
from him only we expect the whole Mercy that mult blot 
out our Sins, and the whole Goodneſs tnat. muſt make us 
Eternally happy. 

Preſervative, f. 89. Te Papiſt believes it unlawful tocom- 
mit Idolatry, and moſt damnable to Worſhip any Breaden 
God, which is ſpoke like a Proteſrant, but yet he pays Di- 
vine Adoration to the Sacrament, which is done like a Pa- 
pit. Anſw. 
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Anſw. f. $. This I call the maſt diſingenuous Repreſenta. 

i the moſt falſe Calumny imaginable, asa ſuppoſed 
and owned Truth; to wit, That Catholics Worſhip the viſible 
Species in the Enchariſt. A molt impudent ſlander, no Catholic 
being guilty of it, no more than the Apoſtles of Worſhiping 
and Adoring the Cloths of Chriſt, when they Adored him up. 
on Earth. 

Defence, f. 21. There is no mention made of Species, but 
the word is Sacrament. 

Azſw. This is what I called dilingenuity. If he takes not 
Sacrament in the C—_— ſenſe, therein —_ fraud, in 
Expounding by his oppoſite Principles, our Actions: and in 
the Catholic vaſe — hath a: reference to his Accaſation 
of a Breaden God, but the viſible Species of Bread. 

1 concluded with this addreſs to Proteſtants, in Dr. Sher. 
locks words, putting (as I owned) the word Scripewre in the 
lieu of Fathers, to ſhew that according to his very way cf 
Reaſoning, the meer reading of Scripture, could not ſerve 
for an uſeful Guide at leaſt to the far greateſt part of Prote- 
ftants. TheSentence is, as follows. 

Preſervative, . 76. Amongſt Chriſtians there is not one in a 
hundred thouſand who under ſtands all*Scripture, and it is morally 
impoſſible they ſbould, and therefore there muſt be certainly an eaſier 
and ſhorter to underſtand Chriftian Religion, than this, or 
elſe the generality of mankind, even of profeſs'd Chriſtians, are out 
of poſſibility of Salvation. Think well on it, as you will n- 

wer at Gods Tribunal for the care you took of the one only ne- 
ceſſary, the ſaving of your Souls, ſeek out that eaſier and ſhor- 
ter way, and walk faithfully init. 

Defence, f. 26, 27. We do not only ſay, but we find, that 
Scripture in all points neceſſary to Salvation, is plain and 
eafie, ſo that we may run and read. 'Tis true, thereare 
ſome Texts which we that are unlearned, cannot readily find 
the true ſenſe and meaning of , but they are not ſuch as im- 
mediatly concern Salvation; and we are not deſtitute of 
helps as to theſe, for we have leFned and Religious Di- 
Vines. | 

Anſw, 1s it not pleaſant to ſay,thatScripture is plain and ea- 
lie in all points neceſſary to Salvation ; and yet to ſee that 
thoſe 
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thoſe who uſe the ſame Method for the underſtanding of it, 
differ as much as may be in the dellef of rheſe Points? ts ir 
not againſt plain Scripture, to ſay, that ſach Texts as the 
wnlearned cannot readily find the ſenſe of, are not ſuch as im- 


mediately concern $Salyation, whereas Scripture teaches us, 


that there be Texts whichthe unlearned wreſt to their own perdi- 
tion. Well, I am weary in following this Foorman, running 
Extravagantly out of all Way, and Reaſon. Neither, Sir, 
have I any mind to add to this long Letter, any farther Ad- 
vice adreſs'd to your ſelf : If the expoſing to your Eyes the 
Characters of the Books you Licenſe, doth not move you not 
to proſtitute ſo eaſily your Name to th6ſe heaps of dilinge- 
nuous Cavils, ill-laid Calumnies, and monſtrous Miſrepre- 
fentations, which you daily Licenſe; it ſhall be to me a ſuffi- 
cient Note and CharaCtter of a Book not worth the reading, 
much leſs the Cenſuring, where ever | ſee you have opened it 
the Preſs, which will in part caſe of an ungrateful and un- 
neceſſary toil. 


SIR, 


Torr Servant to all 


Chriſtian Offices, 


LEWIS SABRAN, 


Of the Societyof FE SUS, 
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POS TSERT?T, 


H O' the Preface to Dr. Sherlock's Defence might 

very naturally have challenged tobe firſt Anſwer- 

ed; yet becauſe the Defence did attempt (tho' 

moſt vainly) to undermine the very Founcation 

of the Chriſtian Faith, that Rock of the Catholic 
Church, on which Chriſt our Bleſſed Lord raiſed it; whereas 
the Preface was ſtuffed chiefly with forged Calumnies againſt 
me, 1 thought it my Duty (and ever ſhall)to paſs by my own 
private Concerns, till I had vindicated the Church of God, 
Now, Sir, | come to my own Defence. 

I find my Adverſaries Choler heated to the higheſt Fer- 
ment, becauſe I Anſwered the Celebrated Preſervative, an ex- 
cellent Tradt, ſays he, proved ſo acceptable by the Univerſal 
Entertainment it met with, in 4 ſingle Sheet, which he ſays was 
a ridiculous Anſwer to ſo great a Book. I omitted nothing, 
Sir, that even pretended to the appearance of an Argument ; 
and if your Celebrated Books ſwell fo with words, and prove 
void of Senſe and Reaſon, am | blameable for it ? He ſhould 
have pointed at ſome pretended Proofs which I flighted to 
expoſe, or have praiſed me for not wearying my Readers 
with a dull Prolixity : But it ſeems we muſt copy theſe Men's 
Faults, or abide their Cenſure. 

He tells us next, That the Accuſations of Forgery, of Clip- 
ping of Texts, Fathers and Councils , Run high on both ſides ; 
That the Reader hath this certain way of knowing where the Guilt 
ties z That the Church of Rome accuſes us, but do's not prove it ; 
but our Men do not only accuſe them, but prove it upon them. This 
is indeed ſomewhat material, and he inſtances upon my For- 
geries on the one ſide, and thoſe that Dr. Comber, Author of 
the Advice to Roman-Catholics, is accuſed of on the other. 1 
am content to joyn iſſue upon this matter z and having Pro- 
duced the Grounds on which theſe ſeveral Accuſations are 
bottom'd 


©@ oa wc ©. EC A£atc _ 2 A Amo too coo camo "CO UP mn 


_w  —_—_— =Ka TR: SOS ©-5S za £4 ww ww 


EDD uYQ,> = oO © =» 


Ty we 


$ 
f 
I 
e 
d 


5» Wes. 


(51) 
bottom'd, I will leave the Deciſion to your and everyunbiaſſed 
Reader's Judgment, having firſt owned Forgery to be the 
greateſt Mark of a bad Cauſe, and that even owned ſuch by 
thoſe who thus defend it. He produces againſt me three 
Letters, written, as he ſays, by one of their Learned Writers; 
in which no leſs than One and twenty ſuch Forgeries are pro- 
ved upon me, and Proreſtane.like, becauſe I am accuſed, con- 
cludes me guilty, without taking the leaſt notice of my full 
Anſwers given to thoſe moſt falſe Calumnies ; he and his 
Learned Author following both the old Advice, Calumnjare 
fortiter, aliquid adherebit ; Do but Calumniate boldly, ſome- 
thing will ſtick of the Dirt you caſt. Firſt then, I will ſhew 
the confident Impudence of my Accuſer. 

I Preached on the 25th of Auguſt laſt before his Sacred 
Majeſty at Cheſter, on the Converlion of St. eLugnſtin from 
Hereſie and a looſe Life ; and throughout that Sermon [I laid 
out in the B. Saint's own words, thoſe miſtaken Reaſons that 
hindred him, and keep off preſenc Settaries from a due Recon- 
ciliation with the Catholic Church: I offered evident Mo- 
tives taken from the ſame Saint's words, which obliged Him, 
and do as efficaciouſly exaCt from all Proreſtants, under pain 
of Eternal Damnation, (when a moſt dull Ignorance doth not 
excuſe them) to return to the Communion of that one only 
Church, which they profeſſed themſelves Members of at their 
Baptiſm. © Thoſe unanſwerable Arguments of ſo great a Do- 
(tor moved many, to my knowledge, to a happy Imitation of 
ſo Learned a Saint ; but they were too plain and ſolid to 
meet with, even a ſeeming Anſwer from the "# of their 


Mercenary Pens. 6 
The only- Trick left them, was by ſome uation, 
ſome Calumny, to divert the well-meaning Reader's Atten- 
tion: and a Miniſter, better known by his, Forehead than Wit, 
attempted it boldly in a Poſtſcript. He: was: however: afraid 
of burning his Fingers with touching the Sermon it ſelf, but 
ibled at three Lines of the IntroduCtiou to it, a Form of Prayer 
to the rs br Virgin e Mother of our Lord, taken out of the 
Thirty fifth Sermon of $. Auguſtin de Sartts : Then to ſup- 
port himſelf with big words, he accuſes me of Forgery and Diſ- 
ingenuity, not for citing any thing otherwiſe than it Jay in that 
G 2 Sermon, 
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Sermon, but becauſe, forſooth, this is not really St. Angafin's 
Sermon , but a Spuriow Pizce unjuſtly Fathered upon him : 
Then he as inſolently triumphs, as a weak Enemy, who not 
daring to attack a Camp, ſhould brag of the Vidtory, berauſe 
be had moft couragiouſly ſhot at random at an expoſed Cen. 
tinel. Now, Sir, takea view of his Proofs, and of thoſe For- 
geries he accuſes me of in the two Letters, which [ writ in 
my own Defence. His Proofs were theſe. 
Firſt the Title, A Sermon on the Feaſt of the Aſſumption 
doth not agree at all to any thing that is near S. Auguſtin's 
time. There was then not only no Feaſt of the Aſſumprion 
(therefore no Sermoncould then be Preached on that Solemyi- 
ty) but not even any belief of ſuch an Aſſumption. 
This is a moſt weak pretence of a Proof: For, as | ſhewed, 
that Day of Aſſumption, when applied to any deceaſed Saint, 
ever ſignified in the Language of Fathers, the Day of rhexr 
Death. | cited ſeveral Sermons made by the Fathers, as 
S. Cyril, eAmphbilochins, Methodixs, made on our Lady's Puri- 
fication, long before any Solemnity of it were obſerved in the 
Church of God: That S. Hierom, or an Author of the ſame 
Age, William of Pars, S. Bernard, madeOrations on the Af- 
ſumption of our Bleſſed Lady, altho' they doubted of her be- 
ing aſſumed into Heaven in Body : That the Sermon in S. Me- 
tron's name, own'd for hisin the Fifth Century, ſpake as fully 
on the real Aſſumption of our Bleſſed Lady, as any Catholic 
ever did ſince. And therefore it is evidently falſe, that there 
was noſuch Belief in S. Auguſtix's time. Farther I added, That, 
z$ Nicephor witneſſes, Fuvenal Patriarch of Feruſalem, proved 
the tru is Myſtery as now pioufly believed in the Ca« 
tholic , to have been received of very ancient Tradi- 
tion, and that in the preſence of Marcion the Emperor, in 
whoſe time was the Fourth General Council. Next I ſhew'd 
what a Cheat this Miniſter put upon his Readers, by inſinua- 
ting that the Thirty fifib Sermon 1 cited, ſpake not of the 
Bleiſed Virgins Death, but of her Aſſumption inthe Senſe which 
that word now vulgarly bears; whereas the contrary is moſt 
evident, and is expreſſed infuch-words as are found in all the 
-ancient Writings of the Fathers. on this Subjett ; to wit, 7s 
theſe the World is honor d by fo great a Virgins deparewve ; in Whit 
order 
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order or manner ſhe paſſed hence to Heaven, the Catholic Church 
doth no recount, neither s ber Body found on Earth, neither 
is ber Aſſumption in the Fleſh (aa it ## read is the Apocrypha's ) 
found in the Catholic Church. This us the trne Opinion concerning 
ber Aſſumption, that not knowing whether in ber Body or out of it, 
(## the eApoſtle hath 1t) we believe ber afſumed above the eAngels. 
Is it not evident from hence, that this Miniſter- molt falfly 
impoſed upon his Readers? To this Accufativa of mine he 
returns not a word of Anſwer; to my Proofs, only theſe in- 
fignificant Triftes, That Nicephorw comes too late 5 That 
$. Bernard doubted of our Bleſted Lady's Aflumption im Body ; 
That the firſt mention we find of Aeliron's Book was Sixty 
Years after S. Auguſtin's time, when it was declared Apocry- 
phal: Not a word to the Sermon under $S. Hierom's name, 
nor to any of my other Proofs. 

His Second Proof was, That very lately me Beneditin's 
at Pars, in their late Edition of S. eAnugaſtin's Works, had 
calt it into their Appendix as Spurious z and that they told us, 
that in their MSS. it wanted the Name of any Anthor ; butthar 
the Lowvain Dottors told us, that in ſeveral Manuſcriptswhich 
they uſed in their Edition of S. e Fugxftin this Sermon de 
Saris was intitled to Fulbertxs Carnotenſis. 

1. 1 Anſwered, That theſe were no Proofs, or where they 
have an appearanceof a Proof, that 'tis grounded on a Miſtake. 


'Tisno Proofat all on any fide, that inmany Manuſcripts there 


was 20 Name to the Sermon ; this is ſelf-evident. 2. Thar it 
isevicent this Sermon was not of Falberras Carnotenſss;, for 
the Sermon I eited affures us, that the Church at that time 
taught nothing of the Corporal Aſſumption of the Virgin; 
whereas Fulber1 in his Sermon of the Nativity of the Bleiled 
Virgin, teaches, Thar Chriſtian Piety believed, that Chriſt raiſed 
gloriouſly his Atother, and placed ber above the Heavens, This 
was an undeniable Proof, and therefore the Miniſter anſwers 
nothing to it : However, I addedourt of Courteſie, that 'tis 
no new thing thata Saint's Sermon ſhould in ſome Manuſcripts 
appear under orher Names than their known. Authors, the 
fame having happened to fzveral Sermons of S. Chryſologs, 
S$; Ambroſe, &c. *I hat Synclenica's'Life,the undoubred Work of 
& Athanaſius, was m ſome ancient Manuſcripts intitled to Poly- 
Carp 


054) 
«carp the Anchoret. The Miniſter diſproves not any one of theſe 
"—— cage To his vain Argument , that the Styke of this 
'Sermon did ſeem to: differ from that of S. Auguſtin's, (which 
-is his private Opinion, and of. few late Writers) | oppoſed 
the contrary Opinion of S. Thomas Aquinas, who owned this 
Sermon to be S. Auguſtin's ; that eminent Doctor, ſo well 
verſed in this Saint's Writings, that he was called Auguſtinu 
Comraii: aDottor, to the defence of whoſe DoCtrin, the 
greatelt part of Chriſtian Divines are ſworn. Was not this 
a very full Anſwer? Yet to ſhew how the Louvain Dottors 
owned the Invocation of Saints to have been S. Auguſtin's Do- 
Qtrin, I minded him, that they receive his Eighteenth Sermon 
de Santtis, in which he ſpeaks thns, Having received theſe 
our Vows by thy Prayers, obtain Pardon for our Sms. What 
we offer, let it by thee be pardonable. What we atk with a faithful 
eMind, let it become attainable ;, Receive what we offer, return 
#s what we ak, &c, . 

The Leſt Proof the Miniſter offers, and which he values 
moſt, is, That one 7ſidore is quoted in that Twenty fifth Ser- 
mon de Saniz« thus : Hence [{idore obſerves it © uncertain by 
this Saying, whether the'$ word of the Spirit 1s meant, or the Sword 
of Perſecution. Now Tfidore of Sevil in his Book of the Life 
and Death of Saints, Chap. 68. hath theſe words : Which in- 
aeed 15 uncertain, whether he meant the Sword of Martyrdom, or 
the Word of God, heavy and ſharp beyond any double. edeed Sword, 
'Tis evident,. ſays the Miniſter; this fame /ſidore is.cited in the 
Thirty fifth Sexmon, which conld-not therefore be 'of S. Au- 
goftin's compoling,, who lived Two hundred years before this 
Tſiaore, 

This indeed hath the face of a Proof; therefore l offered 
theſe following Reaſons, why the 1fidore quoted in the Thirry 
fifth Sermon, was not the 1ſidore of Sevil. 1. In the Thirty 
fifth Sermon in debate, are theſe words : In our time no Author 
among the Latins can be found, who treating 'of the Bleſſed Virgins 
Death, hath been poſitive and expreſs. Now S. Gregory of Toxrs, 
being one of the moſt famous Authors of the Sixth Age, and 
having as fully and poſitively written of this eſumption as 
any ſince, the Author aſſuring, that no one amongſt the 
Latins had done ſo, could not be a Learned Biſhop = 
live 
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lived after the. Seventh Century ; and therefore the 7/idore 


whom he cites, cannot poſlibly be Tſf6dore of -Sevil... Again, the. 


Sermon cired under the name of S. Hierom, and at leaſt as 


ancient as the Fourth General Council, and which was cited 


by the famous Hincmar Biſhop of Rhezms, by S. Odilo, and 
others contemporaries with Falberzws, could not have eſcaped 
his knowledge. | As for the words of 1/idore of Sevil, they vary 
as much from thoſe that are cited in the Thirty fifth Sermon, 
as the words which expreſs the ſame ſenſe in Epiphanixs, who 
writ before S. Auzuſtin. Hence I inferr'd, that ſince we know 
many 1ſidores, and famous before S. Augsſtin's time, *tis far 
more probable, that one of theſe was cited in the Thirty fifth 
Sermon, and therefore without any danger of Forgery, 1 might 
well cite a Sermon as S. Auguſtin's, (eſpecially in a meer In- 
troduſtion to a Sermon) which the greateſt Divine of the. 
latter Ages, and whom moſt do follow in this, had cited, and 
that as a Proof in Arguing. All thatis replied to this is, That 
the Author of the Thirty fifth Sermon looked upon S. Gregory 
35 miſtaken. But can thatallow himto ſay, that no body writ 
Poſitively on that Subje, , meaning only that they were miſta- 
ken? T his is the Iflue of rhat Controverſie which this Preface- 
makgr ſtiles me Famous for : I leave it to your Judgment,, 
Sir, whether my Defence doth not prove it a Calumny in the 
Miniſter who accuſed me, in citing this Sermon, of Dyſingenu- 
ow Forgery, He knew well his-weak Surmiſes, miſplaced by 
bim for Arguments, could not:make it out: therefore having 
eſpied in my Second Letter, that-1: reſolved to rake no farther 
notice of ſuch unknown Maks or Per ſons who concealed their Names, 
that. their Errors when baffled, their Calumnies when cleared, may 
not put them 10 the Bluſh, he:cophdently puts out a T hird Ler- 
ter; without-any the leaſt addition, of a new Proof, and again 
conceals his Name; to'ſceure himſelf from an Anſwer, which 
he knew 1 had publickly prafeſſed 1, would not give, if he thus 
concealed his Name, and only repeated what I had Anſwered 
then he moſt diſazgexnouſly brags that I had dropt the Queltion. 
Now, Six, a full account of. the Controverlic being thus given, 
obſerve.thg-.vain ſillineſs: of the Preface-maker's acculing me 
of Forgery. no ola 30 of: 
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* 1. The 33th Sermnef | 1 have now proved how falſe 


S. Auguſtin, « Forgery. 
2. The 14th 
de SanCtis, « Forgery. 


3. The 18th Sermon 
of $. Auguſtin de San- 
Ctis, « Forgery. 


S. Hierom's Sermon 4 
Forgery. 


S. Neliton's Book 4 
Forgery. 


this | 

'Tis owned -— - _ for 
S. Awguſtin's, not diſproved or de- 
nied by my very Adverſary in his 
laſt Anſwer, who only complains 
that the Citation in the Margin 
did not lead him to it. 

My very adverſary owns, that 
the Louvain Divines ga - A- 
mongſt thoſe Works of S. Augnftin, 
which they own for bis oe not 
with an andoubred Certainty. 

I expreſly cited it as a Sermon 
that went under S. Hierom's Na 
and therefore added, Or an Author 
of the ſame eAge. Not a word hath 
been attempted to prove there was 
not ſncha Sermon in that Age. Pray 
where lies the Forgery ? 

My words were, A Sermon under 
S, Meliton's Name. "Tis evident 
there was ſuch an one by the very 
Cenſure of Pelagine in a Council 
above 1200 Years ago, when it 
was reckoned amongſt the Apocry- 
phe,that is,of an Authority doubted 
of, and not aſlerted to its Author. 
Wherein lies this Forgery ? But in 
one of my Letters it was Printed 
Malijon for Meliton, tho' correted 
inthe next. Theſe Men are as won- 
derful Perſecutors of Errata's, as 
Dr. Teniſon of Errors in Spelling : 
But ſuch —_ muſt be the Pa- 
geantry of theſe great Writers 
Atchievements ; and thoſe, it ſeems, 
who at the end of their Books note 
the Errard's of the Print , _ 
ThEM- 
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about Juve- 
nal «ud Marcion, 4 For- 


gery- 


The Story 


S. Athanaſius de 1z- 
exrnatione, a Forgery. 


APrayer to the Virgin, 
not ſyllable whereof was 
ro be found there, a For- 


TY» 


S: Cyril's Quotation 
fdſifi a, « Forgery. 


Nettarius #pon Theo 
dore, 4 Forgery. 


That the Prayers out of 
Methodius, Ephrem Sy- 
rus, Athanaſius, S. Leo, 
ae Forgeries. 
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themſelves guilty of great Forgeries. 

And why ? N*ephorm, who writ 
it, lived «imoſt a thouſand years af- 
ter 5. Auguſtin, and was the firſt 
Hiſtorian found to have mentioned 
it. Doth not this prove meguilty 
of a great Forgery in citing Nice- 
phorus ? 

What Proof for it ? Every man 
indeed hath owned it to be his 
Work ; but the laſt Critick, one 
dx Pin, hath lately queſtioned it, 
therefore a Forgery. Is not this a 
ſhameleſs Nonſenſe? Luther did not 
own $, James's Epiſtle Canonical, 
therefore 'tis a Forgery, is as good 
an Inference. 

I cited to him the Leaf in his own 
Century-Writers, where the Place 
and Leaf in Athanaſas's his Works 
are Cited, to be found where the 
Centuriators quote them z yet this 
muſt be a Forgery. 

I proved evidently in my firſt 
Letter to you, Sir, that the Mini- 
ſter had egregiouſly falſified it, and 
that I had it right according to all 
the Greek and Latin Copies. 

In the ſame Letter I have con- 
vinced the Miniſter of his dull Ig- 
norance, and taught him where to 
find that Sermon of Nettarixe, but 
no Anſwer given me, no notice ta- 
ken of mine, yet it muſt be a Forgery. 

I cited not one of theſe, but told 
my Miniſter, 1 could cite from 
thoſe Authors, if need were, evi- 
dent Inftances of Praying to Saints. 
He, very wiſely, not ſo much as 

H knowing 


S. Gregory Nazian- 
zen's Prayer to the Bleſ- 
fed Virgin, a Forgery. 


The Proof from S. Am- 
broſe is a Forgery. 


T he Proof from $.Gre- 
gory Nazianzen's Jam- 
bicks, u a Forgery. 


T he Council of Chalce- 
don was clipt and abw'd, 
the Councils of Laodicea, 
Gangr#z ana Carthage, 


miſrepreſented. 


(58) 


knowing what and whence I would 
cite, declares they muſt needs be 
Forgeries ;, this Preface-maker adds 
confidently, that certainly they are 
ſo. Is not this a bold kind of Ca- 
lumny ? 

No Proof of this but the Mini. 
ſter's plain Aſſertion againſt the 
general Senſe of the Learned 
World. Is not this a pleaſant way 
of proving upon us Forgeries. 

How 1sthis proved ? 7 do not find 
(fays the Miniſter) rhe Title of this 
Sermon in the INDEX, and 1 
will not turn over five Tomes. To 
eaſe him of the labor, I tell him tis 
the 14th Sermon, pag. 144. in the 
Fifth Tomeof the Pars Edition of 
1661. What Anſwer is returned 
me ?-None, but No matter, ſays this 
Preface-maker. It was called a For- 
gery by the Miniſter, it muſt be ſtill 
a Forgery, 

Boldly ſaid: is it proved ? Not 
one ſingle word by either of the 
Miniſters; but asa Miniſters Oath 
lately made any Loyal Man a Trai- 
tor, ſo this Miniſter's bare ſaying 
it is, muſt make any of the Fathers 
Works a Forgery. 

In my Firlt Letter to you, Sir, 
I have cleared evidently theſe three 
Calumnies. The Caſe of the Coun- 
cll of Carthage is, whether theſe 
words in all the Greek Originals, 


O warop ap ni woe, 


and all the Latiz Tranſlations, Martyr oree pro nobis, ought 
to be tranflated: Thar the Martyr pray for #«, or as the Miniſter 
rendred it, The Martyr will intercede to you for us, This Se- 


cond, 
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cond, I aid, and ſay ſtill, was a Forgery z and whoever can but 
Conſtrue Greek and Latin, will, I am ſure, ſay that 1 tranſla- 
ted right, and that the Miniſter was guilty of Forgery. I pro- 
ved the Senſe I gaveto a Canon of the Council of Laodicea to 
be the true one from Theodoret ; That of the Council of Gar. 
gre from the very Synoaical Epiltle of that Council ; That of 
Carthage was ſo evident, that the Miniſter having nothing to 
offer againſt it, thought fit only to ſay, without attempting 
the leaſt Proof, All this ts nothing to the purpoſe : yet the Pre- 
face-maker will have them all Forgeries, 

Had not this Miniſter great reaſon to conclude in his Pre- 
face, He was amaz.'d at ſuch a Maſs of Forgeries in ſo little room. 


Theſe Gentlemen forget the Axiom, Probationes habere debent Lib. qui accu 
qui accuſare volunt ; They muſt have Proofs at hand that wi{i [7 © 4t edena. 


accuſe, I have, I conceive, fully made out in my Vindication, 
that Proteſtant Miniſters do accuſe our Writers of Forgery, but 
prove it not, and therefore ſtand guilty of the baſeſt Gor of 
Calumny, which hath as much of Silineſs as of Diſhoneſty. Now 
I would make out the other Truth I aſſerted, to wir, that we 
prove upon them the molt impudent Forgeries we accuſe them 
of, and this by an Inſtance the moſt weighty, in Dr. Comber's 
Caſe ; becauſe that no one ever pretended more to /ngenmy, 
Sincerity and Charity, and | boldly aſſert it, No one was ever 
guilty of ſo many and ſo outragious and maliciow Forgeries, 
But becauſe this Poſtſcripe ſwells already much beyond its due 
Bounds, to convincealſo Dr. Sherlock, that wedo not generally 
forbid the reading of Heretical Books, but only to ſuch as 
want Abilities or Application,to ſearch into,and find out their 
groſs Forgeries, I will publiſh a Book written by a Lay-Gen- 
tleman, to whom I had recommended the Reading of the Ad- 
vice to Roman-Catholics ; by which it will appear how mo- 
deſtly I ſpoke, when I faid that Dr. Comber's Forgeries and 
Falfifications could be produced by Dozens; for the Reader 
will find them expoſed by Scores, and ſuch as will allow of no 
Colour, but the Bluſhes of the hardeſt Forehead. 


Ad HMajorem Dei Gloriam. 
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A Third Letter of F. Lewis Sabran of 
the Society of JESUS, to Mr. Needham, 
Licenſer of the Second Part of Dr. Sherlock'; 
Preſervative againſt Popery ; Giving an ac- 
count of the Miſrepreſentations and Calum. 
nies. that make up the whole Book. 


SIR, 
HILST my Second Letter to you is yet 
under the Preſs, I meet with a Second Part 
to the Preſervative Licenſed by you to come 
abroad ; and becauſe I apprehend, by a 
charitable Judgment, that you approve not 
all that you-Licenſe,. but (which of the two may be the leſſer 
Fault) refer your ſelf to the Author's Ingenuity and Accurate- 
neſs, I venture once more to give you an account of the ſcan- 
dalous Untrruths, and unconſcionable Forgeries, in plain.Mat- 
tersof Fat, unto which-you have unwarily put your Hand. 
If Reaſon was much abuſed by the Firſt Part of the Preſer- 
vative, Religion is {landered at a far higher rate by the Second; 
in which the Catholic Faith appears ſo disfigured, that had I 
not conſulted the Title, I had never diſcovered againſt what 
Church Dr. Sherlock direfts his outragious InveCtives. I laid 
open the Errors of the Firſh in a ſingle Sheet ; a full Anſwer 
tothe thredbare and weak ObjeCtions he hath made a Colle- 
Ction of in the Second, would not take up halt a Sheet, if yet 
they could challenge at all to beconſidered : but he hath packt 
them up in ſo many lie ard equally falſe Infinuations (which 
claim for him Ke? #08», the Title of The X[repreſenter) and 
backt them with ſuch a train of moſt ſhameleſs Calumnies, 
that the bare expoſing of them (which is.their plain Confuta- 
tion) will L fear take up two or three Sheets, 1 will follow yo 
order 
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order of his four Sefjons, and firſt ſumming up in each his 
Miſrepreſentations and Calumnies, I will give them no other 
Anſwer than by a fair and full account of our Faith ; the 
ogly Mask he hath disfigured her by, will be no prejudice to 
her, when her Face appears. 


Ten Miſrepreſentations and Calumnies contrived by 
Dr. Sherlock, in bis Firſt Paragraph 
Concerning Idolatry. 


L _ isthe only ACt of Worſhip which the Church of Preſery. fol- 1- 


Rome appropriates tothe Supreme God ; ſhe doth not 
pay to him alone that degree of Worſhip which the tempting 
Devil demanded of Chriſt, whereas our Saviour denying to 
give him this inferior degree of Worſhip, thereby teaches 
that no degree of Worſhip muſk be given to any Being but the 
Supreme God. 2. The Papiſts by their worſhipping Saints, 
Angels, and the Virgin Mary, put them in the Throne of God. 


3. They offer not their Prayers only in the Name of Chriſt, Þ. ,. 


that in him they may find acceptance. 4. They make not 


their Applications to One God by One Mediator. 5, They #v. 9.- 


bow to or towards their Images as the Objects of their Wor- 
ſhip, and in that are Idolaters: So were not the Jews on ac- 
count of the Cherabins which by God's Ordinance covered the 
Mercy-ſeat ; for tho' the People, in purſuanceof David's Ad- 
vice, did bow down to, and worſhip God's Footſtool, and tho' this 
relate to the Ark, yet how doth David's Exhortation to wor- 
ſhip the Ark, which is God's Foorſtool, prove that all their 
Worſhip muſt be direfted to-the Cherubins , which are his 
Throne ? Suppoſe the Fews were to direft their Worſhip to- 
wards the Mercy-ſeat, which was covered with the Cherubixs, 
where God had promiſed to be preſent, how are the Cherubins 
concerned in this Worſhip, which was paid only to God as pe- 
culiarly preſent at that Place? which 1sno more than to lift up 
our Hands and Eyes to Heaven where the Throne of God is, 


when we pray to him, but the very Image (for Example, of 


Chriſt crucified ) is the Object of the Worſhip of Papiſts. 


6 By the Incarnation God is viſibly repreſented to us in oor Fel. 12: 


Nature ; 


OE 


—— 
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Fol. 13. 


Qui confidunt 
in cis. P/. 133. 
Sacrihcans dis 
Eradicabitur 
_—_ 31 
omino Deo 
ſoli. Exod. 22. 


Non eſt in alio aliquo falus, non 
enim eſt aliud nomen tub calo da- 
tum hominibus in quo oporteat nos 
falvos heri. At. 4- 

Ottende nobis Domine miſericordi- 
am tuam & falutare tuum da nobi. 
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Nature; but the Papiſts, not contented with this, contrary to 
the Delign of God made Man, make and adore other [mages 
of God. 7. They have the Worſhip of Creatures and Ima. 
ges ſtill ; and therefore all the viſible Idolatry that ever was 
practiſed in the World before. 8. They only change the 
Heathens Country-Gods into Saints and Angels, and givenew 
Names to their Statues and Images. As to internal Notions, 
9. The Pagan Philoſophers made the ſame Apologies for their 
Worſhip of Angels, and Dzmons, and Images, which the 
Learned Papiſts now make. And 10. 'Tis doubtful whether 
the Unlearned Papiſts have not as groſs Notions about their 
Worſhip of Saints and Images, as the Unlearned Heathen 
had, 


The Faith and Praftice of Catholics as to 
their Worſhip. 


H E Catholic, hating above all Sins the vain and abomi- 

nable Idolatry of the Heathens,ſays eAmen to that heavy 
Curſe of David on all thoſe who put their truſt in thoſe ſtrange 
and falſe Gods; for thoſe truly make a falſe God, not who 
carve his Ide], but whocreate him a Divinity in their Mind 
and Heart, by having recourſe to him by Prayers and Sacrifices, 
and what Sacrifice more valuable than that of the Heart, by a 
full return of confidence and dependence ? Heacknowledgesno 
other Name to be invocated, no other Protection to be ſought, 
but of our Lord God thro' Chriſt inthe Holy 
Ghoſt; That there is no other Name under 
the Heavens, in which we can attain Salva- 
tion ; "Tis God's Mercy, and his only he 
calls upon, from him only with the Prophet 
he ſeeks his Eternal Bliſs : So that he ad- 
heres to Godalone, (P/al. 84.) and places 
therein his Virtue and Comfort ; That all his Prayers lift up 
his Heart towards God, fix his Hope on God, increaſe his 
Loveof God : From him alone he ſeeks Relief in Want, Pro- 
tection in Adverſity, Grace in Temptations, Security in Dan- 
gers, Virtue during Life, Victory in Death, Happineſs in Eter- 
nity. 
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nity. As he abhors that Sayin of the Poet, Each Mans Se- 
ewity is beſt placed in himſelf ,, 10 with St. Auguſtin, he equally Aug.de Pred(f. 
fears that Curſe of the Prophet, Be he accurſed who confides in SS: #9: \. 
Man. He owns with Ezechiel, that the ProteCtion of Noe, g.,c. co2. 14. 
Daniel, or Facob, will not avail their wicked Children ; and ; 
he places amongſt them all thoſe who put their. truſt not in 
their Creator but Creatures, not on God but their Fellow- 
Servants. He believes that each beſt Gift, each perfeCt Good, 5, t. 
is from above, ard iſſues from the Father of Lights ; Thar 
whoever ſweats under temporal Afictions, and thirſts after Joan. 7. 
eaſe and comfort ; whoever ſighs under ſpiritual Infirmities, 
and faints for want of relief ; whatever our craving Hearts 
pant for, 7eſ#s is ready by his Bleſſings to refreſh us ; and 
that ſince he ſhed his precious Blood for us on the Crols, 'tis 
our fault in not addrelling our ſelves to him with confidence, 
if ſays Promiſe be not fulfilled in us, You ſhall with joy draw 1(a;s 12. 
abundant Waters (of all Comforts) from the Fountains of your ] 
Saviour ( his Wounds: ) And therefore in all his Prayers he 
caſts ever his Eyes on Feſus the Author of bu Faith, and the 
Perfelter of it ; it being the Eſſence of his Religion, that it fix Quod uni Deo 
his Thoughts, Hopes, Wiſhes, Prayers, and whole Soul on mon. gos mba 
God. This all our Pulpits ever Preach, all our Univerſities Aug. de vers 
and Divines teach, all our Catechiſms explain, all our Books 74: ©?- 55: 
of Devotion move us to, all our Liturgies, public and private 
Prayers expreſs. If we honor God's faithful Servants now 
glorious in his Preſence, if we ask of them to joyn their 
Prayers toours, 'tis God's Glory weaim at, and God's Mercy 
we ſue for. t : 

All Divine Worſhip we pay to God alone, an inferior Wor- Cui honorema, 
ſhip we not only may, but muſt pay whereever it is due, as Rom. 13: 
S. Paul commands n3.. The reaſon of it is, that all Worth and 
Dignity exaCts a proportionable Value and Eſteem, and ha- 
ving it interiorly, we ought to expreſs it exteriorly, and ſuch 
Expreſſions we call Worſhip and thoſe who may challenge ir, 
Worſbipful. If that Excellency and Worth be created and 
natural, as Power, Greatneſs, Learning, we call it Civil Wor- 


ſhip; ſuch is paid to Kings, Magiſtrates, Parents. If Divine *H 75y 5wdvs 


and uncreated, we call it Divine Worſhip, or Latria, and pay _ os 
om. T0. ce 


it to God alone, If created, but ſupernatural, *tis a Religions $15.00 1 
Wor ſhip ; 
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Worſhip , but ſuch as is paid to holy Fellow-Creatures, a 
St. Baſil obſerves : Such is paid to holy Places, as Churches; 
to holy Things, as the Sacraments z to holy Perſons, as Pro- 
phets, Prelates, Princes, living Saints, and with more reaſon, 
to thoſe who in Glory poſleſs God; therefore, as St. Auguſtin 
Fo cultu dile- obſerves, We give them that Worſbip of Charity axd Fellowſhip 


_ 0 __ which we pay to Saints on Earth, but with as much greater a Dev- 


ae Civit. c. 26. tion, as we are more certain of their Holineſs, now they aſt 
all Dangers and Uncertainties, but with that Worſhip ad in 
Greek, #s called Latria, which is a Servitude properly owed to the 
Divinity ;, we neither worſhip, nor teach to worſhip any one but 
God, *'Tis falſe that Sacrifice is the Only Act of Worlhip 
which we appropriate to God z we appropriate to him all 
poſitive Prayer or Worlhip, and give none but Relative, or di- 
rected finally to God, to any Saint or Angel. It was a Calum- 
ny invented by Fauſt the Manichean, that we had exchanged 
the Pagan Idols for others, to wit, the Shrines of Saints. And 
Lib.20, c. 21. St. Auguſtin having owned Relrgiow Solemnities in honor of 
contre Fauſtum. 6:ints, praiſes them, becauſe the Chriſtians then, (as Catho- 
lics now) by them only ſought ro excite themſelves ro the Imi- 
ration of Saints, to be aſſociated to their Merits, and to be helped 
by their Prayers, minding that Heretic, that Sacrifice is in- 
deed the only Exterior Worſhip inſeparable from Latria, and 
therefore never to be offered to any but God; and therefore 
then (as now it is ſtill praCtifed) no formal Invocation dire&- 
ed to any Saint, was uſed'at Holy Maſs, but only Commemos» 
rations, that they might Pray the more for us, the Chriſtians (as 
Traf.8. in Jos. St, Gregory Nyſſen obſerves) calling on the Martyr a4 on God's 
Ce e7: 8. Miniſter, who being Invocated by Men, is able to [mpetrate for 
c. 10. de Civ. them what Favors he pleaſes. That Chriſt by refuſing him- 
1: > Theed. elf all Worſhip to God's Enemy the Devil, teaches Us to pay 
; none at all to God's Saints and Angels, is an Inference that no 
one but Dr. Sherlock, was ever capable to make. That to bring 
or invite Saints to the Feet of God's Throne, to joyn their 
Prayers to ours, is to ſet them in the Throne of God, is a 
Poſition that ſeems to be ſupported in ſpite of all Senſe and 
Reaſon. The Catholics by Petitioning the Saints to Pray to 
God for them, do moſt perfectly worſhip God, and that by as 
Dan. 3, immediate a Prayer as the Three Children in the Furnace of 


Babylon, 
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Babylon, as David in his 143. Pſalm and others, where he 
invites all Creatures to Praiſe God ; and whatever we admire 
in them being the Graces and Glory of God, and the Worſhip 
which they pay him, as directly leads to God as any other 
Prayer,the beſt ſort whereof is Thanksgiving,or a Memorial of 
the Bleſſings we have received our ſelves from God. Beſides, 
ſince we are ſure that they faithfully return to God as the 
Author of all that is praiſe-worthy in them, whatever Praiſes 
they receive from us,we honor and worſhip God more by Pray- 
ing thus to them, than he that ſhould have held a Book of 
Prayers tO St. Peter or St. Paul cn Earth to read their Sera- 
phical Prayers in. 

The Catholic Believes there is but one God, and one Media- 74c. + 
tor between God and Men, the Man Chriſt Feſus, as he believes ; TR 
there is 0ve Lawgiver and one Fudge, and one Redeemer : yet he 
believes that he who converts his Brother, ſaves his Soul, tho' 
Chriſt be the only Saviour, becauſe all other Means to Salvati- 
on have their efficacy from him. Chriſt is the only Mediator 
by Nature and his eſſential Office, by his own Mer'its only, chal- 
lenging in Juſtice to be heard, having given himſelf a full Re- 
demption : ſo that he is, as $t. Auguſtin obſerves, the Prieſt, I Pſalm 64. 
who being now entred into the vail alone there of them who have 


been partakers of fleſh, doth make interceſſion for us; yet, as the 


| fame Saint ſays, without doubt the Martyrs intercede for us, 


'Tis true, we are bidden to come with confidence to the throne I Pſalm 3. 
of glory, that is, with ſecurity that a full Ranſom is paid for ©** **: 

us, of more than ſufficient value to obtain whatever we ask 

bur as the beloved Diſciple obſerves, that fuii confidence that 

they ſhall be heard, is only for thoſe whoſe Heart doth nor check 1 Jean. + 
them with the conſciouſneſs of their Sins, and we reach not the 
Phariſaical Prideof thoſe who rank themſelves with the Inno- 

cents : We own Chriſt to be the Gate, the Way, he in whoſe 

Name we muſt ask; and we ſay with St. .eAnguſtin, That j, pjatn 153 
Prayer which is not made in the Name of Chriſt, MMcatator between 

God and Man, not only doth not blot out ſin, but 1s it ſelf a fin. 

We are certain, that whoever asks as he (01d in the Name 

of Chriſt, will obtain what he asks; and therefore finding our 

Prayers ſo often not toM heard, and knowing that the very 


Prayer of a Sinner is odious to God whillt his Sans crie louder, 
I Wc 
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we put that adorable Name in the Mouth of Saints, not by 
chooſing them for our Mediators, ſince their Prayers are of 
no other efficacy or value, but thro” the Paſſion of Chriſt ; but 
for our Fellow-Interceſflors, as the Apoſtles themſelves, when 
on Earth, asked the Prayers of others, tho' abſent, by their 
Letters, and we as much apply the Mediation of Chriſt to us 
by the Prayers of our Fellow-Members of his Myſtical Body, 
as we do by Alms-deedsand other pious Works ; which is no 
more a derogation to Chriſt, than that St. Peter ſhould work 
even greater Miracles than he himſelf, becauſe he wrought 
them in his Name; and we honor God as much as thoſe who 
laid their ſick Friends where St. Peter's Shadow as he paſs'd 
might cover them, in lieu of calling immediately upon Chriſt, 
whoſe Devotion was approved by Miracles. 

We pay noother Worſhip to Images than the Fews by the 
Holy Ghoſt's Commands paid to the Ark, or Mercy-ſear, or to 
the Cherubins : for whatever Dr. Sherlock ſays to the contrary, 
the ſame Worſhip may be paid toGod's 7Erone as to his Foor-, 
ftool;the [mages are not the ObjeCt of our Worſhip, but a Means 
to convey it to its proper Object, which they repreſent. We 
adore God every where, and particularly where his Repreſenta- 
tive (asa Crucifix is of Chriſt) by a livelier Repreſentationren- 
ders him more preſent to our Faith, and we direft no other 
way our Worſhip towards a Crucifix, than we do towards 
Heaven, when we adore God there. We adore but one ſub- 
ſtantial Image of God, Chriſt Jeſus, but Pictures and Mate- 
rial Repreſentations no more than our own Thoughts, when 
in Contemplation we adore God, tho' we have a ſingular Ve- 
neration for them, (as we have for the Bible) proportion'd to 
that Civil Reſpect which we pay to the Images or Statues of 
our Kings. If our worſhip of Creatures be Idolatry, all the 
firſt Chriſtians were great Idolaters, who ſhewed ſo much Re- 
ſpect and Love to St. Pawland theother Apoſtles, and confi- 
ded ſo much on their Prayers, which they asked with Tears : 
for we own and practiſe no other ſort of Creature-worſhip. 
That Catholics have every where, and even in this laſt Age, 
deſtroyed all Idols, and converted m—_— from Idolatry, is 
a certain Truth; and therefore 'cIF as evident a Calumny, 
that they have only changed the Names of Idols. The Hea- 
then 
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then Philoſophers never pretended that their Prayers to Idols 

were only to ask the Prayers of Angels and Dzmons, not the 

leaſt footſtep of this appears in any one of them : and the 
Silver-Smith Demerrizs, who accuſed St. Paw for teaching, 45. 19. 26. 
that thoſe were nor Gods which were the work of mens bands, ſat- C— non 
ficiently teaches us what Notion was generally received of. nivus fue. © 
Idols. I have ſeen ſome part of the Catholic World, as France, 

the Low-Comurtries, ſome Parts of Italy and Germany; it hath 

been my great Employ toinſtruR the weakeſt Aze, and dulleſt 

People; yet I proteſsI never met with any one that was inthe 

leaſt danger to take a Picture or Statue for a God, or for a 

Saint that heard him: And the Inquilitions, (againſt whoſe 

'Severity Proteſtants ſo often declaim) tho' they have often 

deteted thoſe who turned Jews, (a Perſuaſion moſt oppoſite 

to Image-Worſhip) yet never diſcovered any one, who by the 

uſe of Image or Statue, was fallen into Idolatry. We know 

God can hear us immediately, (and we commonly addreſs our 

Prayers immediately to him) ſo he can guard us without the 

helpof Angels, and fanCtifhe us immediately without the uſe 

of Sacraments ; but he hathoften declared, that he will have 

his Servants honored ; and by Ezechiel, that he had ſought C72. 14. 
amongſt Men ſome one that would interpoſe betwixt hls An- 

gerand Sinners, and diſarm his Juſtice ; and we look on the 

bleſſed Angels, Apoſtles, Martyrs, and other Saints, as thoſe 

whoſe Prayers God ſets betwixt us and his Juſtice, that his 

Mercy moved by the efficacious Blood of our One Mediator, 

may protect and bleſs us. This account doth, I conceive, fuf- 

ficiently diſcover the injurious Miſrepreſentations and Calum- 

nies which Dr. Sherlock hath faſtned upon our Worſhip, under 

the odious Notion of Idolatry. 


Six Miſrepreſentations and Calummies contrived by 
Dr. Sherlock, in his Second Seftion, concern. 


ing the Love and Mercy of God, and Pardon of 
Penitent Sinners. 


deemed us from Eternal, tho' not from- Temporal 
1 2 Pnniſh- 


Rl. 18, 19. 


Rl. 27. 


H@!. 8,29. 


Pol. 36. 


Fel. 31, 


Bl. 16. 


Bel. 13. 
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Puniſhments. 2, That Men ſuffer in Purgatory when the 
Guilt of Sin is before taken away, and the Sinner is in a per- 
felt State of Grace, and needsno Amendment ; that is, for no 
Reaſon that make it either Good or Juſt for them to ſuffer. 
3. That the Blood of Chriſt could not expiate for the Tem- 
poral Puniſhment of Sin, which the Merits of ſome Supere- 
rogating Saints, or the Pope's Indulgences, or the Prieſts 
Maſles , can redeem us from: How then could that 
Blood make Expiation for Eternal Puniſhment ? If his In- 
tereſt in the Court of Heaven cannot do the leſs, how can it 
do the great ? 4. Again, the Church of Rome pretends, that 
Saints in Heaven Pray for us by way of Intereſt and Merit, not 
of humble Supplication. God indeed commanded us to Pray for 
one another, becauſe 'tis a mutual Exerciſe of Love and Cha- 
rity, of Forgiveneſs of our Enemies, and of other Vertues ; 
but this only becomes thoſe who live and converſe together 
in this World. 5. That Church takes the Virgin ary, 
Angels and Saints, for Mediators, to incline God to be good 
to peculiar Perſons ; whereas the Mediation of Chriſt was 
not to make God good and kind, (who before was infinitely 

50d) but to reconcile God's Goodneſs with his Wiſdom and 
Faſtice, and to make it Wiſeand Juſt in God to do good to 
Sinners. 6. They believe Chriſt is not Merciful or Pitiful 
enough ; That his Virgin Mother hath tenderer and ſofter 
Paſſions, and ſuch Intereſt with, or Power over him in the 
Right of a Mother, that ſhe can have any thing of him ; And 
likewiſe they ſuppoſe other Saints to be much more Pitiful 
than he. 


Dr. Sherlock's Arguments againſt Purgatory, 


and our recourſe to Saints for their Ppayers. 


Y O U may call the Doftrine of Purgatory F«/tice , you 
+ may call it Vengeance, but Love it is not. 1 ſhould rather 
chuſe to fall into dou a when 1 die, than to endure a thouſand 
years Torments to be happy for ever. 'Tis an extravagant No- 
tion, That God may forgive Sins, and yet puniſh us for them. 
What is it Men deſire, when they defire Pardon ? Is it not 
that 
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that they may not be puniſhed? Tis ſomething that God ex- 
change the Eternal Puniſhment due to Sin in Hell, for tlie 
Temporal of Purgatory z but would it not be a perfecter 
Expreſſion of Love and Goodneſs, to have remitted the Tem- 


poral Puniſhment alſo? The Texts that fay that Chriſt died Fo. 20, 21,22. 


or our ſins, hath made atonement for ſin, Is A propitiation thro” 


faith in his blood, it they do not fignifie that a penitent Sinner 


ſhall be delivered from ( all ) the Puniſhment due to his Sins, 
how ſhall he be ſure, tho' his Sins are Pardoned, and he Juſti- 
fied, that he ſhall not be Damned for ever? Redemption from 
the Curſe of the Law cannot ſignifie that we ſhall not be Ercr- 
zally puniſhed, unleſs it ſignifie that we ſhall not be puniſhed 


(at all,) and therefore not in Purgatory neither. There is no *: 


Threatning againſt Sin in all the Goſpel, but Eternal Death ; 
all other Puniſhments are inflicted by virtue of this Law, con- 
ſequently he whois delivered from this Curſe of the Law, E- 
ternal Puniſhment, 1s delivered from the whole Puniſhment due 
to Sin. 2 Cor. 4. 18. The things which are ſeen (that is of this 
World) are temporal, but the things which are not ſeen (that is of 


the next World) are eternal: This is a Demonſtration that #/. 


there is no Purgatory. Who believes in Chriſt, ſhall never die. 


11. Foa. 25. therefore good Men muſt not go to Purgatory, Fe. 


which is as much periſhing and dying as Hell, but not (o long; 
otherwiſe Purgatory may be Everlaiting Life for all I know, 
and fo the Pains of it Eternal. Could | believe our Saviour 
could leave his Members in Purgatory Fire, which burns as 
not as Hell, I ſhould have mean thoughts of his Kindneſs, and 
not much relic on him for any thing 3 when a merciful Man 
cannot ſee a Beaſt in torment without relieving it. 


To imagin that we want any Mediator to God, but only our Pe. 27. 


High-Prieſt, who Mediates in virtue of his Sacrifice, isa re- 


proach tothe Divine Goodneſs. God will never be perſuaded f! **. 


by any Interceſſion to ſhew Mercy to unſit Objects, that is, to 


Impenitent Sinners. He that ſpared not his Son, but delivered 


him up for 1 all, how ſhall be n2t with him alſo freely give us all 
things ? It was not for want of Goodneſs, or that he needed 
Entreaties, that he gave his Son to be our Mediator. 

Behold (not one omitted) all the Arguments which bear up 
the moſt outragious Declamations of this Man againſt the 
Church of God. The 
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The Catholic Doftrin about Purgatory and Saint; 
Interceſſion , and its evident Grounds oppoſed to 
Dr. Sherlock's Sophiſtical Cavils. 


E call the DoCtrin of Purgatory, God's Fuſftice tem. 

pered with infinite Mercy: And tho'tis in our power, 
by the Mercy of God, to attain Salvation without ſuffering in 
Purgatory ; yet we judge the Poſleſſion of God ſo infinite a 
Good, that we believe that Manunworthy ever to ſee the Face 
of God, who declares with Dr. Sherlock, that did God offer 
him the Eternal poſſeſſion of himſelf on this Condition, that 
he ſhould firſt ſuffer a thouſand years, he would abſolutely 
refuſe it. We own two ſorts of Guilt in Sin ; Firſt, an Aver- 
fion from God, and flightingof that infinite Good ; Next, an 
Irregular AﬀeCtion to ſome tranſient Good or Pleaſure, which 
the Prophet expreſſes by the forſaking the Fountain of living 
Waters, and ſeeking the leaking Ciſterns. To the Firſt is 
due, an Eternal loſs of God's Grace and Glory; to the Second, 
the Puniſhment of a ſenſible Pain, We believe, that thro' 
Chriſt we obtain full remiſſion of both Evils at once, when- 
ever we areduely diſpoſed to receive it; to wit, when a per- 
fe Contrition creates in us a full Converſion to God, and an 
equal deteſtationof all ſenſible Pleaſure, that may in the leaſt 
draw us from God. But when this Diſpoſition is but ina remiſs 
degree inus, Godis yet ſo merciful, as thro' Chriſt to remit 
that firſt Guilt ; and the Blood of Chriſt being particularly 
applied by the Sacrament of Penance, by the infuſion of his 
ſanCtifying Grace, to make us his Friena-, altho', becauſe we 
endeavor but weakly to be entirely ſuch, a ſenſible Pain re- 
mains dueto us, to puniſh the paſt ſinful Pleaſure not ſuſfici- 
ently mortified, either to be ſuffered by Penitential Works in 
this Life, or hereafter in Purgatory. A Man dying in the 
State of Grace indeed, but without a perfect Contrition,with- 


out ſupplying and increaſing it by the due Fruits of Penance, 


may be called ſtill, (and 1s fo termed by St. HZierom) a Sinner, 
becauſe he carries with him to God's Tribnnal, an Obligation 
of ſuffering for his Sins, which he hath refuſed, or hath =: 
ha 
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had time to comply with by a Penitential Life. In this Method 
of God's Judgments there appears but anunbiaſſed Juſtice, yer 
accompanied with a ſingular Mercy, by which God reſtores 
his Favor to us, before our Hearts be as perfectly converted 
as bis Juſtice might well require. SoGod was merciful tothe 
Iſraelites, when at Moſes's Prayer he forgave them their paſt £5 32- 
Sin of Idolatry, tho' as St. Hierom obſerves, he proteſted in :4 Gy, 
his Juſtice, that he would puniſh that Sin in the day of re- 
venge. Thus he was merciful to David, when Nathan ac- 
quainted him that Our Lord had put away hz Sm, yet Juſt in 2 Reg. 12. 
puniſhing it by the death of his Child. Thus from the begin- 
ning he had been merciful to Adam, whom he brought forth of S92+ 10. 
bu Sin, yet how ſeverely he puniſhed him in his Jalkice, we 
know and feel in our ſelves yet the ſmart of it. *T was in con- 
templation of this Truth St. Auguſtin thus addreſſed himſeif 
to God, T hou haſt loved Truth, that is, thoa haſt not left unpu- — Fe 718 [a 59. 
niſhed the Sins of thoſe thou haſt pardoned, ſo extending Mercy, as ras ny, a 
not to ſmerve from Truth and Equity. For as St. Baſil teaches 
us, altho* God hath in hs only begotten Son granted to all, a4 much 
« in him lies, Remiſſion of Sin, yet becauſe Mercy and Fudgment 
are joyned together, it neceſſary that thole things which are ſpo- 
ken of Penance by the Prophcts and Apoſtles, be performed in zts, 
that the Tudgmems of the Divine Juſtice may be ſeen. Weown 
that the Blood of Chriſt cleanſes us from all Sins, but applicd 
according to the Methods of a Juſt and Merciful Providence. 
Thus it cleanſes from all Guilt of, and releaſes all Puniſhment 
due to Sin, by the Waters of Baptiſm; and following Sins by 
the Tears of Penance, cr if thoſe flow more ſparingly than 
God requires, by the Fire of Purgatory. Apain, there are ſe- 
yeral Sins which unpardoned in this Werld, are pardoned, 
but after due Punilhmenr, in the other. They make God ſe- 
vere indeed, and wonderfully blaſt his Mercy, who interpret 
that Sentence of God by Exzcechiel, The Soul which ſiuneth ſhall Exch. cap. :3 
die, and that by St. Paul, I be wages of ſin #5 death, of any the _;4 Rom. c. 
leaſt Offences, admitting of none venial in their nature, and 
ſay, That without Fatth and Repentance even the leaſt and lighteſt Fulk in 1 Ep. 
Sins are damnable and deadly. We own that ſeveral lighter Sins 
bereave not a Soul of Grace and Juſtice, lince that (Prov. 24.) 
Seven times the juſt man falls and riſe: again; and as St. John 

| witnelles 
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Joan, 1. witneſſes of the moſt perfeft, If we ſhall ſay we have no ſin, we 


4 acob. 3. ſeruce our ſelves, and the truth ts not in ww. In many things we 
ofcnd all, fays another Apoſtle, who teaches us, that belides 
Concupiſcence which is no ſin, there is a conception of it which 
bringeth forth ſin ; yet that ſin only which is conſummared, en- 
genders death, They are then moſt injurious to God's Mercy, 
who own not that there is a degree of Knowledge and Confent 
ſoim per feCt, that tho' Gnd is offended by ir, yet the Band of 
Charity is not broken by it, but the fervor only of that Virtue 
is diminiſhed. Theſe Sins are purged by the Fire of Purgatory, 
this Guilt is puniſhed there. We hold then Purgatory Fire 
to bea purging Flame, which puniſhes Guilt : Of this the Pto- 

ay 4 phet 1/ay tells us, that Our Lord ſhall purge the dregs of the 
daughter of Sion, and ſhall waſh the blood of Hieruſalem out of the 
midſt thereof, in the ſpirit of judgment and in the ſpirit of combu- 

M:'ach.3- ftion. And Malachy, Onr Lord u« like a purging fire : He ſhall 
even refine the ſons of Levi, and purifie them as gold and ſilver, 

1/5. 20, c. 25- Which words (ſays St. Auguſtin) cannot ſignifie a ſeparation only 

de Civit. of the polluted from the pure um the laſt penal Fudgment, but muſt ſig- 
nifie a purgation of the good, who have need thereof : whence in- 

In Pſalm 65. this firm belief he uſed the following Prayer: Purge me in this 
Life, and make me ſuch an one as ſhall not need the amending fire. 
Is it not a Poſition moſt ſuitable tothe Mercy of God, by which 
we hold, that the Sacrifice of our Bleſſed Lord's Body and 
Bloud daily offered on our Altars, eaſes thoſe ſuffering Souls, 

Ur Chriſti gra- and that God accepts of the Prayers of his faithful Servants 

ri4 jam re- offered for them ; ſo that as St. Perer Chryſologus expreſſes it, 

Ecclelize inter- Souls redeemed ( from the Guilt and Eternal Puniſhment of 

celſione ſolvan- Mortal Sins) by the Grace of Chriſt, have remiſſion (of leſſer 

——— Sins and Temporal Puniſhment) obtained by the Interceſſion of 

Eccleſia mere- the Church; and what the juſt Sentence of God would otherwiſe 

arur, preſet not have granted, rhe meritorious Prayers of the Church (offering 

Chryſul. Serm. the Blood of Chriſt) obtain it ow God's Mercy, as a gratuit 

__ Gift, Out of theſe Pains Chrilt after his holy Paſſion reſcued 
many, ( At. 2.) whom God raiſed up, looſing the ſorrows of Hell. 
On which words S. eAugyſtin grounds the belict of the Church, 
That the Soul of Chriſt 41d deſcend into the place where Sinners are 
puniſh:d, to releaſe them of their Torments, whom he in his Fuſtice 


thought worthy to be releaſed; otberwiſe (adds the Holy Doctor) 
I fee 
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1 ſee not bow to expound that Text, —For neither Abraham wor Li6. 12. ds Gen 
the poor e Han in bus Boſom, that ts, in the ſecret of his quiet reſt, ad litt. cap. 33: 
wa reſtrained in Sorrows, Sins then are traly puniſhed in 


| Purgatory, and through the Grace of Chriſt are there re- 
| mitted. Hence Chriſt could ſay of the Sin againſt the Holy 


Ghoſt, That'ie ſhall nor be forgiven in this world, nor in the world ys. ... 

tocome ; Which could not be truly ſaid, as St. eAngyſtin ob- 

ſerves, Except there were ſome, who altho" not in this World, yet ,,.j, _. 

in the next might be forgiven. A Proof ſo often urged by the IE 

holy DoCtor St. Bernard, againſt the Heretics of his time. ,,, 

Purgatory then is that Priſon, as Tertullian and St. Cyprian ;";;*& 53. 

obſerve, into which many are caſt, when they are no more in Z:4. 4. E2. 2. 

the Way, and have been preſented to the Judge, till they pay 

the laſt Farthing, of which Chriſt ſpeaks. St. Paul teaches 

the Corinthians this Article of Faith, when beſide, that general 

fire which goeth before the Face of the Lord in that Day 

which ſhall be revealed by Fire, and the Fiery Trial of Judgment 

it ſelf, where the work, of every one, of what kind it is the Fire 1 Cor. 3. 

ſba[ try, he aſlerts a third purging Fire, of which he ſays, If 

any ones work, burn, he ſhall folfer detrimem, but himſelf ſhall be 

ſaved, yet as through Fire, A DoCtsig molt ſuitable to God's 

juſtice and Mercy : for ſays the ften cited St. «Auguſtin, j, pſ1tn ;7. 

Why are ſome ſaid to be ſaved by Fire? Becauſe they build upon the | 

Fowndation (of Faith and Charity) Hay, Wood, Stubble z but if 

they would build Gold, Silver, and Precious Stones, they might be 

ſecure from both Fires, not only from that Everlaſting, which ſhall 

puniſh the Impious Eternally, but from that which ſhall A MEND 

them who ſhall be ſaved by Fire. _—— Who altho' they be ſaved by 

Fire, yet that Fire will be more painful and grievous than any 

thing that can be ſuffered in this Life;, not for want of Mercy in 

God, but becauſe he puniſhes Sin whereever he ſees it, as he eſ- 

ſentially hates it. Yet Chriſt truly obtained remiſſion from 

all Temporal as well as Eternal Pain ; whence, whoever is 

regenerated by Baptiſm, as the ſame DodCtor obſerves, he nor P* Civit. Dei 

only ts not adjudged to Eternal 1 orments, but neither doth he ſuffer pants (05.4 

after Death any Purgatory Pains, if he die in that State of re- 

covered Innocency. Now | would know, whether God be 

leſs Merciful , becauſe Exzechie! puts this Sentence in his 

Mouth, Lay her naked upon the Coals until ber Braſs be heated, £+h. cap. 
K and 
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and all ber Tin be fried out ;, becauſe that (ſays the ſame Dotor) 
there idle Words, and wicked or impure Cogttattons ;, there the mul. 
titude of leſſer Sins, which have infeſted the Purity of ber nobler 
Nature, ſhall ſceth forth ;, there the Tin or Lead, which have oh. 
ſeured the Drvine Image, ſhall be conſumed ; all which might here 
with eAlms-deeds and Tears, after a more ſhort and caſie Way, 
have been purged from the Soul. 1s it not juſt as St. Gregory 
Nyſſen obſerves, That all vicious Aﬀettions be purged either im 
this World by a ſober courſe of Life, or after our departure hence 
by the Furnace of Purgatory Fire ? Is God not Merciful, becauſe 
( Revel. 21.) Nothing defiled can enter that Kingdom ? Was 
St. Paul injurious to the Mercy of Chriſt, when he chaſtiſed 
his Body, to make up what was wanting in hin:ſelf (not in Chriſt) 
of the Paſſions of Chriſt ; that is, ſuch Diſpoſitions as Gods Ju- 
ſtice requires in us, that his Mercy through Chriſt may take 
effeft ? Thoſe SeCtaries, I am ſure, of Dr. Sherlock's Perſua. 
fion, who will not own any one Action of the Juſt to their 
very laſt gaſp to be freed from Sin, are very injurious to Gods 
Juſtice, if thoſe Sins are no where to be puniſhed, with which 
they grant each Chriſtian to go out of this Life. 

But thoſe Puniſhmentg way laſt ſo long ! That depends of 
us : let us but poſſeſs a$perfect a Charity as God offers us, 
and by his holy Grace enables us to purchaſe, and we ſhall all 
avoid Purgatory. Thus a Martyr's perfe&t Charity ſets him 
out of the reach of thoſe Flames. As St. Cyprian obſerves, One 
thing it 1s a long time puniſhed for Treſpaſſes to be amended and 
prrged by Fire, and another to aboliſh all Fawlts by ſuffering for 
Chriſt. No one ſuffers in Purgatory becauſe God is not inh- 
nitely Merciful, but becauſe he refuſes to love that infinite 
Mercy as much as he ought, and God requires. 'Tis ſtil 
(through Gods Mercy) in our power during Life, to ſhorten 
thoſe Snfferings : For, as Origen warns us, if any one bring « 
little Iniquity, that little Lead ought to be conſumed by Fire; and 
if more heavy ard lcaden Metal, he s more burnt, that more may 
be waſted. God were not Jult if, as Daniel ſaw him, 4 fiery 
and violent Flood did not run before his Face, to conſume 
and puniſh Sin. Tis by reaſog of our Sins, as St. Auguſtin ob- 
ſerves, that ſome ſhell paſs through a fiery Lake, and horrible 
Shallows full of burning Flames, as much as ſhall remain of i 

Droſs 
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Droſs of Sin, ſo long ſhall the delay of the Paſſage be. This Juſtice 
of God it is which made all holy Men ever to fear andtremble 
at the approaches of Death and Judgment, whilſt the very 
lewdeſt Livers amongſt SeCtaries, grounded on the ſecurity 
of a prodigious Preſumption, if the Miniſter but tells them 
they have made their Peace with God, tho? in their whole Life 
they have never done that Penance for their Sins, withcut 
which the Word of God aſſures them, they ſhall alrogerher pe- 
rjjþ ; tho' perhaps they never ſhed a Tear for their Sins, tho' 
deſtitute of the help of the Sacraments, yet affront Gods Ju- 
ſtice by a bold unconcerned Confidence, whilſt they preſume 
ona Mercy never promiſed to ſo undiſpoſed Souls. Different 
was the Senſe of the great DoCtor St. Hilary : Since no one Cum nemo ve. 
(fays he) appears ſpotleſs before God, bow can we meet bis Tudg- "* in conſpe. 
ment with that hope and confidence, in which that unwearied Fire, r nay Freon 
and thoſe grievous Puniſhments are to be undergone, which E xpiate 4 yaw 
« Soul from Sin, Fx moody 
quo ſubeunda ſunt gravia illa expiandz 4 peccatis anime ſupplicia. 
That there remains then after the Guilt of Sin is forgiven, 
fchan Obligation to undergo Puniſhment, to paſs by all the 
Greek, and Latin Fathers, all thoſe Texts of Scripture make it 
in, which deliver unto us the neceſſity of Penance and its 
Fruits. Now whoever goes out of this World, not ha- 
ring ſatisfied this Obligation, hath ſuch a moral unworthineſs, 
8 bars him, till it be complied with, from the ſight of God. 
And thoſe who ſay , that it were a greater Mercy in God 
to remit all the Puniſhment due to Sin, blame Chriſt for 
Preaching Penance, and account him on that ſcore leſs merci- 
ful, To fay with Dr. Sherlock, That Men deſire nothing when 
atk Pardon, but meerly not to be Puniſhed, is todeclare, they 
ve not Gods Loveand Grace like Children, but meerly fear 
the Laſh like Slaves; and all Catholics look on ſuch a Diſ- 
polition, excluding politively all regard to Gods Grace and 
Love, as incapable of receiving forgiveneſs of Sins. Chriſt 
hath made Atonement for our Sins, but his Blood is to be ap- 
plied by Baptiſm, and in caſe of Relapſe, by perfect Contri- 
tion or Penitential Works during Life, or Puniſhment afcer 
Death, before al! Pain due to Sin be remitted ; thus applied, 
it frees us from the whole Curſe of the Law. No 5uffering or 
K 2 Puniſh- 
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Puniſhment is the Death of the Soul, as Dr. Sherlock, ſuppoſes, 
bur only the privation of Gods Grace, which is her Like and 
which is enjoyed through Chriſt as much in Purgatory asby 
penitent Saints on Earth in their penitential Sufferings; and 
the mercy of our Lord appears as much in purging his Mem: 
bers from all Stains of the keaſt fin by the Fire of Purgatory, 
a$ here by the toilſom Labors cf a penitential Life, ſuch as his 
deareſt Servants were ever purihed by. St. Pax never taught, 
that all things that are not ſeen, or of another World, areE. 
ternal, or elie God would be Eternally Judging, and fo never 
Rewarding his Servants, or Puniſhing his Enemies ; fo that 
Dr. Sherlock's Demonſtration hath not ſo much as the leaſt ap- 
pcarance of a ſeeming Reaſon. 

Having thus repreſented our, Faith, I conclude with $S. Aw 

uſtin againſt Dr. Sherlock; It\cannot be denied, but that the 
Soul, of the Dead, are relieved by the Piety and Devotion of their 
living Friends, as often as the Sacrifice of our eAMediator tc of- 
fered, or Alins-deeds are done in the Church for them ; but theſe 
things do bring profit only to thoſe, who in their Life-time did merit 
to receive profit by the like after Death : For there is a certain 
Stare of Life neither ſo good, that it needeth not theſe Helps after 
Death, nor ſo evil, but that it may be helped by the ſame. 

I havealready Anſwered in the firſt Section, all thoſe C- 
lumnies which are repeated here concerning the Bleſſed Saints 
Interceſſions for us. Our Dottrin, directly oppoſite to the 
flanderous Miſrepreſentations here offered, is, 1. We look 
on the Prayers of Saints as meerly humble Supplications ;. for 
we hold that Chriſt only fanderh our Mediator, challenging 
he alone in Juſtice, and by his own Merits, to be heard in 
favor of us. 2. We conceive Charity to be at leaſt as proper 
to, ard inſeparable from the Seraphical Souls of Saints, as 
from any of Gods Servants on Earth, and as much inclining 
them to Pray for their Fellow-Members of Chriſt's Myſtical 
Body, engaged here below in Miſeries and Dangers. 3. We 
never requircd the Prayers of Saints, to render God good 
and merciful ; but only when joyned with our Prayers, to 
render theſe a fitter Object of Gods Mercy, and to reconcile 
the Effefts thereof to his Wiidom and Juſtice. 4. Whatever 
pity the Saints may have onus, we look on it, as on a ſmall 
Drop, 
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Drop, compared to the Ocean of Gods infinite Mercy ; of 
which, that very Pity, and the Interceſſion of Saints, is a free 
Gift to us, given with all other Bleffings, together with, and as 
an Effect of his greateſt Gift, to wit, his Eternal Son, with 
whom, in whom, and by whom, he hath given us all things. 
This Faith of ours doth, I conceive, moſt evidently expoſe the 
ſhameleſs Calumnies, which Dr. Sherlock, hath disfigured her 
by. 


Thirty Miſrepreſentations and Calumnies offered Ly 
Dr. Sherlock, in his Third and Fourth Seftions, 
and ſome of his Phanatical Principles. 

Ever did Man ſpeak more without Book, without Truth, 


and without any reſpeCt to Shame or Conſcience ; this 
Preſcrvative deſerving more the Fate of defamatory Libels, 


than thoſe two which he priſes and recommends Fol. 78, No Provincial = 
Narrative of the Miniſter Oars contains more Lies and Ca- wap" 4 Jeſuits 


lumnies againſt the Perſons of Catholics, than the Miniſter þ 


Sherlock's Preſervative againſt their Religion ; the latter is man. 


infinitely more Impudent, becauſe he accuſes with an equally 
ſhameleſs Scurrility , not ſingle Perſons, but moſt Princes, 
Biſhops, Univerſities, Kingdoms of the Chriſtian World, and 
all the General Councils to boot. I do own, and will main- 
tain it, That no man ever Lyed in Print with more Confi- 
dence, ever was ſo deafned by Paſſion to all the Reproaches of 
Conſcience and Honor : And had not a long Cuſtom of ſaying 
any thing in the Pulpit, tho' never ſo monſtrouſly falſe, thar 
could render Catholic Religion odious, or ridicule it by dif- 
figuring it, diftated to his peeviſh Diſtemper this Second 
Part of his Preſervative, it would not, I conceive, have heen 
poſſible, that all the Gall that can drop from a Chriſtians Pen, 
ſhould inone Pamphlet have heaped fo many and ſo defama- 

tory Calumnies. Take the following Inſtznces. | 


1. The Catholics by unwritten Traditions, that make up a part Fol, 73, 34, 6. 


of their Rule of Faith, mean ſuch things a: may be concealed from 
the knonledge of the World for 1500 Tears, never heard of before 
iz the Church of God, kept very privately and ſecretly for ſeveral 


Apes, 


1 Tim. 6. 

2 Theſ. 2. 
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Ages, and totally unwritten. By Tradition we mean a Reye- 
lation received from God, by the Apoſtles, conveighed by the 
continual teaching and preaching of Lawful Paſtors, 
ſtrengthned by the viſible praCtice of Chriſtian Churches ; 
found in the Books of ſucceeding Fathers and Hiſtorians , 
though not in Canonical Scripture, which St. Paulrecommend- 
ed to Timothy faithfully to be kept as a depoſitum. And com- 
manded the T hefſalonians to obſerve, which if it be laid by, ſays 
St. Baſil, We ſhall retain of the Preaching of the Faith, but an 
empty Name : and which is delivered to us as Preached by the 
Apoſtles by the ſame means, and with the ſame ſecurity at 
leaſt, as the Letter of the Goſpel is conveighedto us, as writ- 
ten by them. 

2. They teach ſeveral External Obſervances, to be much more 
pleaſing to Ged, and therefore much better in themſelves, than 
true Goſpel Obedience, Moral or Evangelical virtues: that they 
ſupply the want of true virtue, Compenſate for ſin, and nake men 
great Saints, Weteach that Gods inherent Grace only San- 
Ctifies us, and that whatever External obſervance void of E- 
vangelical virtue, is a ſinful Hypocriſie, and only can make 
one a greater ſinner. 

3. They teach that when a Prieſt Abſolves men, that for ſake 
not their ſins, God muſt confirm the Sentence of his Miniſter, and 
therefore they are Abſolved and need not fear ; whence they believe 
that God can be reconciled to ſinners, whilſt they remainin their 
fins. And therefore they muſt believe that God bath given power 
to bus Prieſts to Abſolve thoſe whom he could not Abſolve himſelf. 
We teach that to receive Abſolution without a real forſa- 
king of our ſins, in lieu of forgivneſs of them, adds a hainous 
Sacrilege. 

4+ 1n the Church of Rome men may Expiate their ſins by Pe- 
nances, but are unacr no neceſſity of forſakzng them, No pain 
due to fin can be remitted whilti. the gulic remains, nor this 
removed till they be forſaken: no Exterior Penance can in 
the lcaſt Expliate tie guilt of fin. This is our Doftrin by 
which the Calummies of the following Miſrepreſentations ap- 
pear, 


5- They 
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g. They account Satisfattory works, Faſtings, alts of Penance, Fi. 45, 46. 
Prayers, Alms, though done without the leaſt ſorrow for ſin, 
without any true Devotion to God, without mortifyirg any one 
Luſt : mere External Rites and Obſervances, being judged Satu- 
fattions and E xpiations for Sin. 

6. 1 hey «ſe External Mortifications to ſatufie for ſins, not to Fil. g1. 
.kill them by ſubduing the Fleſh to the Spirit ;, to puniſh themſelves 
for jins, that they may commit them more ſecurely again. 

7. The Roman Church teaches, that men need take no care of x1, ;9, 
Wenial ſins, and that they may kgep clear from mortal ſin without 
any great attainment in virtue. It teachesa voluntary Venial 
ſin ought not to be committed, to ſavea whole Worlds Lives: 
that it diſpoſes to Mortal fins as Diſeaſes do to Death : that 
if our Paſſions be not curb'd by the praCtice of ſolid Chriſtian 
Virtues, mortal {ins will not be avoided, nor Heaven attained, 

"which they only purchaſe who uſe Violence. 

8. In the Roman Church Mony is paid for Indu/gences, Fil. 45. 48. 
and with them Satwfactions and Merits are bought. To pretend 
to buy or ſell any ſuch Spiritual things, we account a moſt 

rievous ſin. And every Alms-giver might with 4 much 
Fuſt ce be accuſed, to have bought of God, his Grace and Par- 
don for a ſum of Mony. 

9. They Conſecrate ſenſeleſs things to pardon Venial, or ſome- Fol. 44- 
times Mortal fin, by touching or kiſſing them, 

10. They — Divine Virtues and Powers to ſenſeleſs xy. ,.. 
things z 4s ts evident from the honor paid to Relitts : and from the 
Conſecration of Agnus Dei's, Wax Candles, Oyls, Bells, Croſſes, 
eAfhes, Holy-Water. 

11. With them ſenſeleſs things are capable of the Santtification py, ,, 
of Gods holy Spirit by his Graces, and can convey ſuch Santtificati- 
on by Dine and inviſible effluviums of Grace, All theſe are 
miſrepreſentations cf our Faith which teaches us nothing of 
all this. Vi/hat we believe is, that nothing can free us from 
the guilr of any fiu, which is external, and doth not effect 
and change the heart. That all Creatures of God are good, 1 Tim. 4. 
and that rhey are Sanitified by the word of God and Prayer ;, nei- 
ther doth Faith teach us that any Material thing hath any 
other than Moral Connexion with Grace, either obtain'd for 
us by the Prayers of the Church, offered for us at the _— 
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'of thoſe things, or of thoſe blelled Saints whom we honor, 


and call upon by that Veneration, or by the Sacraments ac- 
cording to the Inſtitution or Covenant of Chriſt ; butwedo 
not believe that Gods Grace is inherent, but in the Souls of 
the Faithful, or that any ſin is remitted without a due diſpo- 
ſition in areyentent ſinner. Or any virtue to be now-a-days 
Communicated otherwiſe by inſenſible things, than it was ts 
the Woman that touched the Hem of Chriſts Garments, or by 
the Handkerchiefs of St. Paul, or Shadow of St. Peter. Nei- 
ther do we uſe any Bleſſings which we do not find in the Re- 
cords of the Primitive Church, to have been ordered by the 
Apoſtles : as lam ready to make out when ever required. 

12. The Popiſh Ceremonies are more ſevere and Intollerable 
than the Jewiſh Toke it ſelf, which St. Peter tells the Jews, ne» 
ther they, nor their Fathers were abletobear, Unleſs he means tt 
intollerable to Chriſtians to Faſt in Lertr, in imitation of our 
Bleſſed Lord, and Friday and Saturday in memory of his bit- 
ter Agony on the Croſs, and laying 1n the Grave for us, or 
their obligation of praying to God daily, and particularly 
the Lerds day, and of relieving the neceſſities of the Poor : 
thus calling Faſting, Watching, Praying, and Alms-deeds ſo 
recommended by Chriſt our Lord, Are Ceremonies : | know 
no Obligations impoſed on the generality of Chriſtians by 
any politive Law of the Church, which can be called a Yoke. 
As for the Ceremonies uſed in the Liturgy, if they be a bur- 
den, ſure the Clergy or Religious, muſt feel the weight of 
them, yet I am ſure not one ever owned it, but this predomi- 
nant paſſion of Calumniating will venture blindly at the moſt 
ſhameleſs untruths, 

13. Their Canonical Faſt 1s not to abſtain from Food, but only 
from ſuch Meats as are forbidden. This is moſt falſe, but one 
Meal being allowed of on Feſting-days. 

14. There # no imaginable reaſon why it ſhould be an alt of 
Religion meerly not to abſtain from Fleſh, if "Fleſh have no 
legal uncleanneſs, Here he would inlinuate- that we Judaize. 
But when God by Hyeremy praiſed the Rhechabites for ab- 
ſtaining from Wine, was it becauſe Wine was held by them 
to have a legal uncleanneſs? Is the taming of the Fleſh, the 
Curbing of Senſuality, no reaſonat all for Abſtinence ? 


1 5. They 
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T5. They may Faſt and ſay over their Beads and perform their Ml.,3. 


Penances and Satifattions by another az well as if they did it by 
themſelves. This is an —_— Sham. Each man is bound 
to ſatisfie by himſelf, fulfilling the Penances impoſed upon 
him 


16. They bold that they have no title to Reward by doing their Bel. 47. 


Duty, and therefore they add Works of Supererogation. A ſhame- 
leſs untruth! Nay, the more preſling the Duty is, the great- 
er the Reward ; Alms given to a man ſtarving for hunger, 
we hold more meritorious, than if not ſo great a neceſſity 
bore off the obligation of relieving him. Each neceſſary ob- 
ſervance of the Commandments hath a Crown laid up, tobe 
render'd by the juſt Judge. 


17. Whilſt they Pray in an unknown Tongue, a Parrot may as ra, 58, 


much be taught to Pray in Spirit as they. He would inſinuate 
that Catholics when they afiſt to Prayers which they do nor 
underſtand, are not Commanid to pray in Spirit by de- 
_ thoughts and pious aſffeftions, which is a mere Ca- 
umny. - 


18, They take no care to inſtruft men in all neceſſary Dottrins ;, Fol.61. 


they learn their Creed as School-boys their Grammar, without un- 
derſtanding it : theyreceive the Impreſſion that ts made on them as 
Wax doth, and underſtand no more of the Matter. And with 
them this us the utmoſt perfeftion of Knowledge that any Chriſtian 
muſt aim at. A heavy Charge, but ſo perteCt a Slander, that 
beſides the Obligation laid on all thoſe that have the charge 
and Cure of Souls; hundreds of thouſands of Religious men, 
make it their daily Employ to inſtruct the Ignorant, and 
each Pariſh hath Schools of Chriſtian DoCtrin to that end: 
ſo that uſually Children of ten years old can give a better 
account of their Faith in Catholic Countries, than SeCtaries 
of forty yearsold can generally do, who have ſeldom heard 
of any thing in the Concerns-of -Religion, but Slanders and 
Miſrepreſentations of Catholic Doftrin. It hath been my 
Lot to deal for ſome time with a Body of near two hundred 
Proteſtants on the ſcore of Religion, and I in truth Proteſt, 
that I found not one in fix that could give me any reaſonable 
account of Chriſt being-God and Man, and dying for our Re- 
demption. We exaCt of cach — that tothe beſt of 

hus 
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his abilities he improve his knowledge in the duties of 
aith. ; 
: 19. They teach a man need not kyow any thing but the Apoſtles 
Creed : therefore Heretic: know and believe all things neceſſary to 
Salvation, as long. as they believe the eApoſiles Creed, Did Chriſt 
teach any thing but what he would bave known ?  Weteachthat 
each Chriſtian-is bound to know all that he is bound todo, 
and tounderſtand all thoſe neceſlary means left by Chriſt for 
his Reconciliation and PerfeCtion, though not expreſſed in 
the Creed : we teach that each Mar is not bound to know 
all that Chriſt hath taught, but yet all that Chriſt has taught 
as neceſlary to him in his Station. But this Calumniator 
confounds what is to be known neceſſitate Medii; ſo that he 
who through no fault of his hath not learn'd it, is however 
uncapable of Salvation : (which is all contained in the Creed) 
with what muſt be known, Neceſſitate Preceprsi ; becauſe God 
hath commanded all thoſe ware in the occaſion, and in a 
capacity of being inſtructed 1n it, to learn it. 

20. The Church of Rome teaches, that the ſins of thoſe ſonners 
who do not repent of them, nor amend their lives, and conſequent- 
ly are not Expiated by the Death of Chriſt upon the Croſs, are 
Expiated by the o_- of the Maſs. 

21. That bythe bare opus operatum, by the offering this $4 
erifice of the Maſs it ſelf, without any good motion inthe Per ſon 
for whom'*tis off ered, hu f yo are Expiated. 

22. That when Chriſt was Sacrificed upon the a be Expia- 
ted only for the Eternal Puniſhment due to ſin; and when Sacrifi- 
ced in the Maſs, only for the Temporal. Behold three loud Ca- 
lumnies ! We teach that Chriſt on the Croſs gave himſelf 
a full Redemption for all the Guilt and Debt of Sinners, who 
apply to themſelves that precious Blood, by the means ap- 
pointed by Chriſt. That by the Sacrifice of the Maſs, as al- 
io by any good Chriſtians Prayers for obdurst ſinners, ſuch 
Graces. may beobtained, as ſhall work in them their Salvati- 
on: butthat no ſinis remitted to an impenitent ſinner. And 
all we mean -by opxs operatum, hath no reference to him who 
receives the Sacraments, tothe whole effeQ whereof a ſtuh- 
born and unconverted finner putsever a full ſtop :- but in re- 
ference tothoſe who Adminiſter the Sacraments, from whoſe 
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Piety they take not their force ; Baptiſm given by a Prieſt 
in the ſtate of ſin, having as much its whole effect as given by 
aSaint, becauſe it takes its value and force from Chriſt the 
chiefeſt Miniſter in the conferring of it : ſo the Church did 
teach by St. Auguſtin heretofore, againſt Parmenian the He- 
retic, ſo Sheteaches to this day. 


23. Catholics think. that the Interceſſion of the Virgin Mary, xy, 74 


or the moſt Powerful Saints can prevail with our Saviour to do that 
which according to the Laws of his own Mediation, they know he 
cannot, and will not do, Hor :an any man be ſo ſtupid as tothink, 
this ? Yet ſo it w. A bare-iace Calumny. For we teach that 
the bleſled Saints, only join their Prayers to ours, to ob- 
tain of Chriſt for us, what he in his mercy will have them to 
ask: it being a moſt proper effeCt of Chriſt's Mediation, to 
challenge —_— for ſeveral Members of his Myſtical Body 
onthe account of the whole, or moved by the love he bears to 
the holier Members thereof ; ſince he hath declared that ma- 
ny joining together to Petition in his Name, will obtain 
Bleſſings, which had not been granted to the ſingle Prayers of 
ſome one. 


24, 25, 26. By the Doftrin of Purgatory, they mightily abate xy, 8; 84. 


the terror of Hell, conſidering how many eaſie ways there are for 
rich Men to get out of Purgatory, who have Mony enough to buy 
Indulgences while they live : or Maſſes for their Souls. Here are 
three Calumnies that lie thick together. The firſt, that 
Catholics exempt ſinners from Hell, who. in the Proteſtant 
DoQrin would be Condemned to it. No unrepented Mortal 
ſin is lodged in Purgatory, or eſcapes Hell. Secondly, That 
Indulgences' may be bought for Mony, or avail a Soul undiſ- 
poſed to receive the benefit of them, through want of Con- 
trition, the guilt of ſin- not being before remitted. The 
Third, that Maſles ſaid for any Soul in Purgatory, avail ſuch 
as during life have not deſerved and merited that mercy z 
which untruth I have before defeated, with the words of 
St. Auguſtin, delivering our Faith in the 110. Chapter of his 
Enchiridion to Laurence. 


27,28, 29. The Sacrament of the Lords Supper, beſides the pil. g1. 


ſupernatural conveyance of Grace, us a great Moral inſtrument to 
Holineſs, repreſenting to us the love of our Crucified Lord, the 
L 2 merit 
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merit and deſertof* ſin, requiring the Exerciſes of a preat 
virtues, hs? the Churc of Rome this P\ And. 4s me : 
ed into a dumb Shew, which no body can be edified with, or into 4 
Sacrifice which Expiates ſins, and ſerves us inſtead of a holy life, 
Behold three crying Calumnies ! The Fir/*, that amongſt ug 
there is no other uſe of the Sacrament of our Lords Supper 
but for a Shew; or a Sacrifice, whereas that holy Sacrament is 
received by all pious Catholics at leaſt once a Month; and 
by an Infinity once or oftner each week, by our Prieſt daily, 
The Second, that we require no po of any Virtue: 
whereas we interpret the words of. St. Paul, Let aman try 
himſelf, of the Sacrament of. Penance, in which we exaCt a 
true ſorrow for palt ſins, a firm purpoſe to dye rather than 
tofall into any other again: a full {atisfaCtion to all the per- 
ſons we have injured in their Reputations or Fortunes, or a- 
ny other way, a perfect entire reconciliation with our Ene- 
mies, a remoyal of all the occaſions that lead us intoour for- 
mer ſins, or may likely prove a ſtumbling Block for the fu- 
ture: a breaking and ſubduing of our Paſlions by penitential 
works, Devotion towards the admirable Myſtery of our Re- 
demption, humility in accuſing our ſelves of.our moſt ſecret 
ſins, a firm hope of Remiſſion, &c. But theſe things are 
with Dr. Sherlock, no Chriſtian Virtues. A Third, that our 
expoſing of the bleſſed Sacrament is a dumb ſhew, and that 
ſo we aſliſt at Holy Maſs;. we hold no neceſſity of a Pious 
life: whereas -we feel that nothing ſpeaks more the Mercies 
of God; nothing moves us more to Chriſtian Virtues, than 
this great Sacrament conſidered with the Eyes of Faith: and 
believe that: this Sacrifice helps much to a. holy life, but not 
at all without it. 

30. Amongſt them one can Merit for twenty, ſo there is noneed 
above one in twenty ſhould be-Good, Merit with us is Perſonal, 
and not Communicative z noone is better in the.ſight of .God 
for the Piety of another: and in what ever ſenſe one- may 
ſatisfie Gods Juſtice for the Penitential works he exatts from 
an other whoſe ſin is remitted, no one hath a title to the leaſt 
degree of Glory, and conſequently hath any Merit. by an 0- 
thers SanCtity, or Merit. 


Many 
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Many more of this Man's Calumnies I paſs by z theſe Thirty 


and'the other Ten I have laid down, being a clear Evidence 


that he is the moſt confident Calumniator that ever Preached 
or Writ ; who dares ſay any thing without the leaſt reſpect 
to Truth, without any regard to Charity, Honor orConſci- 
ence. Now, Sir, give me leave to offer you ſome few of the 
many Fanatical Principles he advances, as deſtruCtive to what 
you call your Church, as to Chriſtianity in general; that in 
yur ſecond thoughts you may bluſh (if you are capable of it) 

r having ſet your Name to them, and Licenſed” them to 
the Preſs. 


The Firſt. God being a Spirit, muſt not be ſought for in Houſes Fil. 48, 5o, 51. 


of Wood and Stone ;, becauſe he muſt be worſhipped in Spirit, he muſt 
not be worſhipped by any material or ſenſible Repreſentations, Thoſe 


words, Except your Righteouſneſs exceeds the Righteouſneſs of the tel. 38. 


Scribes and Phariſees, you ſhall in no wiſe enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, cuts off every thing that is External in Religion, Do 
not theſe Principles remit all Chriſtians to the Silent Meetings 
of Quakers? Exclude the uſe of Churches rather than Barns; 
Singing of Pſalms, and ſuch other material Repreſentations of 
the God whom we Praiſe ? 


The Second. God and Chriſt are not preſent in the Aſſemblies xj ,, 


of Chriſtians by any Figurative or Symbolical Preſence : There is 


no Symbolical Preſence of God under the Goſpel. *Tss a great xy ,, 5s. 


eAbſurdity to talk, of more Symbolical Preſences of God than one : 
for a Symbolical Preſenc confines the unlimited Preſence of God to a 
certain Place in order to certain Ends ;, as for Example, to receive 


- the Worſhip which #s paid bim. Now to have more than one ſuch 


Preſence as theſe, us like having more Gods than one. To ſay no- 
thing of the abſurdity of this Diſcourſe, which makes that 
Chriſtian an adorer of two Gods, who by Faith adoring God 
in Heaven and in his own Soul, worſhips him in both places ; 
doth not this deſtroy the very Eſſence of your Sacrament, the 
Bread and Wine in the Lord's Supper, which you own to be a 
Symbolical Preſence of Chriſt ? 


The Third. If God be better wor ſhipped before an Image than Fil. 51, 54 


without one, then the Worſhip of God # more confined to that Place 
where the Image #5. 1 cannot ſee how to avoid this 5 whereas there 
i no appropriate Place of Worſhip under the Goſpel : And 'tis the 
ſame 


Fol. 34, 36. 


Fol. 68,69, 70. 
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tho the Image be not appropriated to any Place, but carried 
gr, with 3 for fl the T. e makes the Place of Worſbip. 
This is an Argument for all Diflenters from you, and all Fang» 
tics againſt a Ser Laturgy, a Set Form of Prayer : for if God 
be better worſupped by a Set Form of Prayer than without 
it, then the Wor{hip of God is more confined to that Place 
where that Set Form of Prayer, that Set Liturgy is uſed; and 
'tis the Came, tho' no ſet Place be appointed for that Ser Form 
of Prayer, &c. The Parallel is exact. 

The Fourth, Having laid this Principle, All that is meerly 
External in Religion, us taken away, all Rites bclieved to be in 
themſelves Atts of Religion, and to render the Wor ſhipper acceptable 
to God ; andthu becauſe God muſt be worſhipped as a meer Spirit. 
Todefend the uſe of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, he brings 
this only Reaſon : Mankind by Sin bath forfeited all natural 
Right to Gods Favor, they can challenge notbing but by Promiſe 
and Covenant, ſuch Covenants require a mutual Stipulation on both 
Sides ; Therefore they muſt be tranſaited by ſome viſible and ſenſible 
Rites, whereby God allies himſelf to 4, and we to bim. Is not this 
laſt Inference deſtroyed by the former Principle, taking away 
all Rices that are Afts of Religion, all that is meerly External? 
Andon this Principle ought he not to teach, that the mutual 
Stipulation betwixt God and us, muſt be made by his interior 
Graces, and our interior Worſhip, becauſe God muſt be wor- 
ſhipped as a meer Spirit? Upon whatever account that interi- 
or Covenant requires a viſible ſenſible Mark, and our actual 
Communion with Chriſt another, all the Communications of 
Gods Graces to us, all our return of Worſhip and Adoration 
will equally admit of ſenſible Signs and Rites. To avoid far- 
ther Prolixity, I will end with the following Principle of his, 
moſt injurious to Chriſt, and an open and never to be coloured 
Blaſphemy. 

Fifth Principle. There never was, never can be an Infallible 
Fudge ; Chriſt himſelf was not an Irfallible Fudge , altho' be 
were a" Infallible T eacher. I muſt my ſelf judge of his Dottrin, 
before I know that he us Infallible ; therefore Men were to judge 
of Chriſt”s Doltrin, before they believed bim ; and they are thus 
to this day to Examin bus Dottrin by the Law and Prophets, and 
he never required that they ſhould ſubmit to bis Infallible Authority 
without 
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michout Examination. He could not be an Infalkble Fudge, ob- 
ing Men to receive all bu Diftates 41 Divine Oracles, withoue 
amination : *I'was impoſſible to kyow him to be Infallible, but 
by judging of hi Doftrin, by the agreement thereof with the Princi- 
ples of Reaſon, and of former Revelations, Doth 2 Chriſtian- 
teach this, and a Chriſtian approve and licenſe it ! What, 
FESUS our God bleſſed for evermore, even when owned 
the Son of God, even from us Chriſtians, cannot exa@ a Sub- 
miſſion to his Infallible Authority, without Examination of 
the truth of what he ſays, by comparing it with the Princi- 
ples of Human Reaſon ! He cannot oblige us to receive all 
his DiCtates as Divine Oracles! Was Chriſtian Faith, was 
the Author of it FESUS, ever thus affronted ! Did the 
Apoſtles err, did they aCt againſt Senſe and Reaſon, when 
they believed what he had taught, of his Fleſh being meat in- Job. 6. v. 6g. 
deed, only becauſe he had the words of Eternal Life, becauſe 
his Diftates were Divine Oracles ? Were all men of this 
mind, Chriſt would not indeed find any Faith on Earth. 
What tho' we certainly know Chriſt to have taught and de- 
clared a Truth, muſt we not upon his word ſubmit to it and 
embrace it, till we have conſulted our Reaſon, and fourd it 
can object nothing againſt it ? Were the weapons of S. Paul's 2 Cor. 10. 5, 
warfare ſuch as could humble what raiſed it ſelf againſt the 
ſcience of God, and bring into captivity all underſtanding in obe- 
dience to Chriſt, and had the Word and Preaching of Chriſt 
leſs power ? Chriſt teaches it is not yet a ſuftcient Motive for 
me to believe ? Should an Angel from Heaven teach me this, 
I would with St. Paul return him no other Anſwer than Ana- 
thema ;, and do you, Sir, approve this? Do you Licenſe men 
to teach to Chriſtians, they are not to ſubmit to Chriſt's Word 
as to Divine Oracles; that they muſt make themſelves his 
Judges, ard Examin by their Reaſon, whether he ſpoke truth 
or no? Well, Sir, were it but not to give occaſion to the 
ſpreading ſo horrid Blaſphemies againſt our Lord and God, 
I take my leave of you, and of ſuch Books Licenſed by you ; 
and end with this Profeſſion of my Catholic Faith : Chrift 5 
an Infallible Fudge, I muſt not Judge of his Dottrin, but believe it, 
and ſubmit to bim; I ſubmit to hu Infallible Authority without 
Examination; I receive all his Diftates as Divine Oracles, It, 
tho 
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'tho' Summoned by me, you ſtill refuſe to Subſcribe 'to-thiy* 
Doftrin, I will obey St. John's Counſel, I will have nothing * 

to do with you nor return to you ſo much-as Ave, or any+.. # 
Greeting z but content my ſelf with Subſcribing to this Pros" © | 
feſſion'of my Faith, » 0} 


- 
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